








The #1 Way to Improve Your U/W Photography—Plan, Plan, Plan! : 
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One Country, 
Two Worlds 
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Bareboating & Loving It 
Freedom Diving in the BVI 
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Delivers the ; 
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the natural choice for the ultimate dive experience. He has spent his life discovering the best diving 
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experience the ultimate these destinations have to offer: The Bahamas, St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Belize, Mexico and beyond, all at a price that will make you say.... 


NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 



















Experience the best In diving right now. ih | 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. j Ag ia 
In the US and Canada Call Toll Free at 4 ee | 

1-800-327-8150 

(954) 462-3400 or (954) 462-4100/FAK:» | 

PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1 766 » 

E-mail us: mroCncalwalso a 
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Experience of Diving 
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World’s Scuba Depth and 
Distance Record Holder 


AQUA DIVE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 






WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


Walker’s Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


|magine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 





Baeaieda ole AABerarts cae Belize at es 
Sunbreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26-42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vaca- 
tion. Local Diving & Snorkeling ¢ Turneffe 
Atoll Blue Hole ¢ PADI resort, referral, scuba 
instructions & Open water certifications. 

8 day, 7 night packages starting at $599.00 
(800) 641-2994 ¢ belize@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/belize.html 


Lani Shark san 
Resort -Nassall 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


INE Vststclemsmelal ivawe (exe [Lerclsve ie /AVcMm a0 )«:) Mm OLal [lati (ce) 
tanks for shore dives up to four dives a day. 
Shark Dives! All inclusive room, meals, local 
beer & rum punch. Activities for non-divers 
NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. Digital 
Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
$300.00. (800) 327-8150 
Landshark@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/nassau.html 








ST. LUCIA 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 













St. Lucia's premier dive operation located at 
the exclusive TiKaye Village offers easy div- 
ing on lushly covered walls of colorful 
sponges and corals. 8 day, 

7 night packages start at $880.00. 

Email: stlucia@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 


™ Xanadu 


minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's cay, a miele island resort, home of ESPN's 


VE Vet ts OF 11 Ol aire) gl ell =ip 


Stay four or more nights and 
get your open water qualifying dives, 


or an upgrade ta Advanced Open Water Diver, 


absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 
$396 ie) ee jols]e)(-Melerelt|er= isle) 


¢ Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 

° Room Taxes & Gratuities 

° 3 Dives Daily 

© Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 

e Breakfast/Dinner Daily 





WaLKERS Ce y 


Toll Free US | Ces |, 
800-513-5257 ae 
In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 on Nae 


HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABaCO, BAaHaMas 





* e-mail: walkers @ nealwatson.com 
e internet: htto://www.nealwatson.com/walkers. html 


XANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 










: Undersea Adventures, Freeport 

™ Bahamas - Offers up to four dives daily includ- 
ing night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our private 
beach, pool & tennis. We’re minutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 3 day, 2 night pack- 
ages Starting at 165.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 







SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 





Scuba Bimini Dive Center, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, 
but a world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, 
tons of outstanding Marine life, located at 
newly remodeled hotel with restaurant and 
bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 3 day, 
2 night packages starting at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 
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Layman Airways 
With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to experience 
the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. Cayman Airways 
offers convenient schedules from Houston, Tampa, Miami, Cayman 
Brac and Kingston,JA. For more information and reservations call 


800-G-CAYMAN or visit WWW.Caymanairways.com 
















. Photo Tiara e Divi Tiara Beach 
Re ort 
We know you're on vacation, and we will pamper you with spectacular 
diving made easy by our courteous, accommodating staff. With 
5 Custom dive boats the best of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman is 
but a giant stride away! 


800- ae -3484 — Bal diviresorts.com 


Divi Dive & 



















McCov S Lodge 
Flexible dive schedules, Boat dives, unlimited shore diving, 
optional night diving. Observe brilliantly colored coral reef formations 
teeming with marine life, descend down dramatic walls into an 
azure blue ocean, explore caves and caverns. Above water enjoy 
our Cayman hospitality...relax in a hammock at our seaside bar; 
or explore the island on a bike. 


800-626-0496 


E-mail: mecoy@candw.ky; www. mccoyslodge.com.ky 








The Magnificent Sister Islands 








+h Resort, Cayman Brac 
All new vila ath dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world class diving. Swimming pool. 
Toll Free: 866-the-brac 
E-mail: info@866thebrac.com 
www.866thebrac.com 
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Little Lay man Beac h Re 

Voted best dive dee best dive epitatn est tae 
and best staff by our most important critics...our guests. 

Visit our New web site at 
www.littlecayman.com 


800-327-3835 





yman Aggressor IV 
Eat, sleep and hy or a Agalina dive recit, Cayman Aggressor IV. 
This new 110’ live-aboard dives Grand Cayman, weather permitting, 
Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. She features nine staterooms 
w/private head and shower, onboard photo lab. Seven day charters 
include accommodations, airport transfers, meals, tanks and 
weights. Unlimited diving from the vessel. 


(US & Canada) 800-348-2628 / 985-385-2628 


E-mail: info@aggressor.com; www.aggressor.com 


Whether it's spectacular world-class diving, or just relaxing in a Serene, remote 
resort — The sister Islands of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman offer you a variety 
of full-service options. From dive expeditions and lodging, to air travel and 
restaurants, were committed to making sure that you experience the best 
all-around vacation. And we promise, you can have it all! Call the participating 
members for information on accommodations and travel. 











Award winning resort and dive operation offers world class diving, ocean view 
rooms, pool, jacuzzi, photo shop on premise and more. 
Visit our new website at www.bracreef.com 


800-327-3835 








Best ay in the ‘i obbben ‘Charming LSanmot villas 
(with kitchenettes), award winning diving operation, 
restaurant and bar. 


Toll free: 877-3-CAYMAN 


E-mail: iggy@candw.ky www.paradisevillas.com 
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‘peste by incredible unspoiled Rea the Conch Club offers a 
wonderful way for families and friends to experience island life at 
their leisure. Conch Club Divers, our very own dive operation is 
located on site. All of our units are fully furnished with all the com- 
forts of home. 

800-327-3835 
www.conchclub.com or bestdiving@reefseas.com 


Discover The Sister Islands 
Like No Other Place In The World. 












Little Cayman 






Luxurious beachfront condominiums with private ‘balcony, 
swimming pool, full-service dive operation on site. 
Toll Free: 866-the-brac 
E-mail: info@866thebrac.com 
www.866thebrac.com 





The Southern Cross Club’s 11 air-conditioned beachfront cottages are 

spread over 800 feet of white-sand beach. World famous diving, sport 

fishing, outstanding cuisine and a great international staff complement 
this rare and beautiful resort. Spoil yourself, you deserve it. 


US Reservations: 800-899-2582 or (619) 563-0017 


www.southerncrossclub.com 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman ¢ Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 







www.divecayman.ky 


Ca SITA 


YMAN BRAC 
SISTER isisbete TOURISM ASSOCIATION 
LITTLE CAYMAN 


www.sisterislands.com 
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GEORGIENNE BRAOLEY & Jay IRELAND: eawthe: many — e: , 
Rica—trom the Pacific to theCaribbean: and the r rainforest | in between, 


AT PLAY IN THE EASTERN FIELDS. 

At the northern end of'the Great Barrier reef, START & Micitetve WESTMORLAND. 
find a divers playground. Atop the remains: of a volcano’ grave IS a coral : 
Josh full oflife. - * 


ies 


BEYONDSJHE REEF - 
ELLswORTH BoYtde-archives Gfand Cayman’s rarely-touted wrecks, 
and rinds: they give the island: S reefs some stiff competition. ~ 


RS - 2 


FRIENDLY WHALES. OF. SAN IGNAcIp 

ERIG-HANAUER off-roads it,te San Tefacie: Lagoon in Baja’s-Sea of 
Cortez, Where heegets a warm welcome from-what might be.the 
world’ s friendliest Gray Whales. 


in UOL OM Ray WEDD OLO) to 
A snorkeler and Whale Shark rendezvous off basta Rica’ S Pacific Coast. 
PHOTO: GEORGIENNE BRADLEY & JAY IRELAND 


Background photo: 
“Carl’s Ultimate” in the Eastern 
PHOTO: STUART & MICHELLE WESTMORLAND 
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| 36 SCUBAMED ty Fred Bove, M.D., Ph.D 
Me: e Diving With Implants 

~ ——«-38:«GEAR AND GADGETS 

by Daryl Carson 


ENVIRONMENT by Jean-Michel Cousteau 41 DIVE CLUB NEWS by Michelle Danner 





SLNIINOOD 





~ Service People: Not Debt ~~ —. _ 60” BLUE ADVENTURES FOR KIDS 
17 ASK har <= by Wyland 
= u ee ee sits ard : _ aking a.Spin Through Turtle Town = ©” 
3 WRECK FACTS by Eusmorth Boyde -68 DIVER’S LIBRARY by-Ryan Allen 
— : USS. Fristoe eons .* 8 34 TOTALLY TEK by Karl Shreeves. 
pt ANA A $F “35 ENCOUNTERS by Desise.N Apia Tackett «/ Endurance us, Power 
ae a eke and Larry Tackett a ‘96. MILESTONES by Scott D. Jones” 


Manta Ray: Manta birostris | \ “. Influential Women in Sctiba 
ta fry, «fe % ~~ 97 TIME CAPSULES by Tiffany H. Paras 


“ i ~ 98 ‘DIVE TALES by A.Scott Johnson 
“9% all angers, Need'of Mercy 
directories» | AGE a 
78 Travel Guide ry 
719 Overseas Divers Directory = -~ bs 


grt 


81. Internet Directory. 
83 Advertiser Directory, Skin Diver-Link 


84 Manhetalane.# 





© Vote online for your favorite cover shot in Skin Diver's Second Annual Cover Shot Contest. 
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JAY IRELAND IN 
COSTA RICA Jay 
located Costa Rica 
on the map just 
before accepting a 
job aboard the live- 
aboard Okeanos 
Aggressor. Origi- 





“The greatest thing about diving in 
Costa Rica is the element of surprise. 
You never know what to expect.” 


nally scheduled to work only two months, 
Jay willingly extended his tour, not leaving 
for a full seven years. 

“The greatest thing about diving 
in Costa Rica,” says Jay, “is the element 
Of surprise. 

You never mm 
know what to v5 
expect.” 


GEORGIENNE 
BRADLEY IN 





grand cayman, pg63 , e 


the bvi, i] 


8 www.skin-diver.com 


COSTA RICA Georgienne was attending 
Sackler medschool in Tel Aviv, when her 
career path took an unexpected turn. Offered 
an opportunity to spearhead a Cousteau 
Society fact-finding mission in Central 
America, she quickly accepted. There, she 
had her first taste of images standing wit- 
ness to environmental injustice. Seduced by 
the combined impact 
of words and pho- 
tographs, she stayed 
in Costa Rica for 


OURO ET ERR Re MAREN BED ee 





four years, — 
where she met 
Jay Ireland. 


The duo later 
returned to the U.S. to launch Bradley Ireland 
Productions. 

Jay and Georgienne are currently fin- 
ishing Diving Costa Rica for Aqua Quest 
Publications. They continue to document 
environmental issues on film. = 


BRET GILLIAM IN BVI Bret’s love affair with 
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the British Virgin Islands began in 1971, 
when he was hired by a film production 
company to shoot underwater photography 
off “Virgin 
Gorda. Upon 
arriving, he 
discovered 
the film had 
more adult 
themes than artistic ones. Despite its 
alphabetically advanced rating, Brett sol- 
diered on “as a professional” and com- 
pleted the assignment. All told, he spent 
18 years in the Virgin Islands, overseeing 
his own charter fleet of large motor yachts 
and providing film support services to 
such features as /he Deep. 

Bret now resides in Maine, traveling 
constantly on film projects and serving as 
president and CEO of TDI and SDI. He 
is determined ex 

ee 
to never have 
a job that “ogg S- "3" 
requires him % 7 
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Dive with movie maker, Stan Waterman, 
at CoCo View Resort December 7th-14th! 





The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribbean... It’s time to look them under! 





As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, 
ambience, and world 
famous shore diving that 
will knock your booties off. 
The 24/7 shore diving is 
guaranteed incomparable! 
Some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the bar.” 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, LV. 


and all the ameniti@S of a. ™ 


first class beach resorts 
you just might be fooled 
into thinking you landed in 
the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
scuba diving the island 

is famous for. 


Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge is 
_ the Caribbean’s SRI sanctioned 
whale shark research field 
Station. 8,ageantront, air 
conditioned kooms With private 
porch or balcony. Spectacular 
boat diving includes sea 
mounts with sheer walls, 
delicate bluebell tunicates, and 
a real opportunity to 
ayy See rare whale sharks. 


TUGHAIGLUOI Geet yaeretote tea My 


Pamper yourself ina 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
Offers an in house 
masseuse, Swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 


email: info@roatan.com 














EDITORIAL 





“Wow!” YOU MIGHT BE SAYING RIGHT NOW. “THAT EDITOR GUY SURE DID BEEF UP SINCE THE LAST ISSUE!” 

Nope. Sorry to rob you of the joy we all feel when someone close to us puts on weight, but the truth 
is the magazine got a new editor when you weren’t looking. 

While I’m quite certain this change will have major ramifications on the world financial markets and 
I’m likely to get sucked into some congressional hearings to explain how something like this could 
happen, I’d like to assure all of our faithful readers that your magazine still holds tightly to one value: 
Getting wet. 

We, that is the broad editorial “we” of diving humanity, all have one thing in common. We are addict- 
ed to diving because each time we get in the water 
there is a chance that our lives will change 
forever. There is the chance we will see our first 


dolphin, sea lion or Sperm Whale. There is the 


in the 
Beginning 


chance we will capture the perfect anemone photo 
or discover some treasure (be it a gold coin or an 
old bottle) that will give us a tangible and person- 
al connection to the past. There is a chance we 
will experience something completely new. Who can ever be the same after that? 

Skin Diver, from its earliest days, has embodied this addiction to discovery. It’s a value instilled by the 
magazine’s founders, Jim Auxier and Chuck Blakeslee, 51 years ago. This May, Jim passed away. In a 
touching tribute on page 21, his business partner and life-long friend pays homage to Skin Diver’s first 
editor. It’s been said that that Jim and Chuck produced “...a magazine that seemed stained with saltwa- 
ter and fish scales from their last dives.” Real stories from real divers about a sport they lived and loved. 

It is a great privilege to carry on that tradition. May Skin Diver always be a magazine that inspires 


divers to get wet. 


DARYL CARSON, EDITOR 


10 wwwsskin-diver.com 


PHOTO: P.W.K. PRODUCTIONS 
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INTEGRATED BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR SERIES : 


mat ca 


“® UNI" INTEGRITY” 








The Unity distills the concept of the P Integrity merges popular components from 
} = BC to its simplest form. This single ™ our Matrix” BE line into a solid single tank 
=’ ) tank unit is engineered to provide = = i system. It is equipped like the Unity with 
| jE ; ee mobility you've dreamed of with CL the addition of integrated quick release 
| ifs forty pound bladder, anatamically weight pockets, daisy chains and a pony 
oe correct shoulder straps, and hand- > +7 bottle attachment point, 





crafted stainless steel hardware. 
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Diving Adventure and Excitement - The Islands of the Bahamas Has It All — 


Ld r) Me" fr ‘i 4 i | ie ? orm Ee f\ ¢ J he > im . a 
It's Easy to Get to The Islands Of The Bahamas: 


NonStop, Direct Flights From Many U.S. Cities~Plus U.S.Operated Customs and Immigration Preclearance Services! 





5 ei, * Availabie from Nassau & Freeport 
Visit these dive operators an our website www.bahamasdiving.com: 












ABACO | CAT ISLAND GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT SAN SALVADOR 
Brendal’s Dive Center International . . 800-780-9941 Greenwood Dive & Beach Resort .... 242-342-3053 Grand Bahama Scuba............. 800-753-7282 Riding Rock Resort.............. 800-272-1492 
Dive Abaco Ltd...............++. 800-247-5338 Hawks Nest Dive Center .......... 242-342-7050 Sunn Odyssey Divers............. 242-373-4014 DIVE LIVEABOARDS 
Dive Guana............. eevee ee 242-365-5178 ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND The Underwater’s Explorer's Society. . 800-992-DIVE A Cat Crui 888-327-9600 
Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. . . 242-366-0024 Valentines Di Xanadu Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 DAU SA! |Tulses. +. esses sere, 
Treasure Divers... ......:00.,,, 242-365-8465 Valentines Dive Center ........... 242-333-2080 NEW PROVIDENCE /NASSAU Blackbeard s Cruises ...........5. 800-327-9600 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures. ..800-327-8150 EX LNA “ale dahon / Ab dha ican dae Maa ae 
Exumta Dive Center & Watersports... 800-874-7213  PaHama Divers Lid. ..............800-398-DIVE Cat Ppalu Cruises .....++.+4++++. 800-327-9600 
ANDROS Esaina Seabee P 800-525-2919 Dive Dive Dive ......... LN gt . . 800-368-3483 — Nekton Diving Cruises............ 800-899-6753 
Andros Undersea Adventures....... 800-462-4100 fake <7 ORO EMMES ad Lakes oe 300-52 5-291 0 gl.” FN ie nan oF . . 242-393-0869 Ocean Explorer, Inc..............- 800-338-9383 
Seascape Int. .........eseee006 242-369-0342 ence & Fenty .......... iS ile Tip Nassau Scuba Centre............. 800-327-8150 Sea Dragon..........seesee000+ 954-522-0161 
Small Hope Bay Lodge............ 800-223-6961 LONG ISLAND Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas ..... . 800-879-9832 Sea Fever Diving Cruises .......... 800-443-3837 
BIMINI Stella Maris Inn...............4 800-426-0466 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea. 800-348-4644 ope Santa Maria Beach Resort . .. . . 800-663-7090 
Scuba Bimini... 2. ee ee ee ewe 800-848-4073 TLS 1¢ | A | YM ¢ ry | ee i LH = RP A = AMASC 








It Just Keeps Getting Better® 











vey Visit Our Offical Bahamas Diving Association 
ie Website at www.bahamasdiving.com 

and Request our FREE Bahamas Dive Guide 
or CD-ROM Diving Brochure. 






Bahamas Diving Association © P.0. Box 21707 © Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 © 1-800-866-DIVE © Intl. 305-442-7095 
email: info@bahamasdiving.com © Photo Credits: Stephen Frink. © 2002 Bahamas Diving Association/cune. $D7/02 















Find Adventure and Excitement at These Bahamas Dive Operators: 


800-426-0466 © 954-359-8238 


Dive Shark Reef, the pristine Conception Wall and 
the world’s deepest Blue Hole. Historic and modern 
wrecks. Hundreds of reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask 
about our 2-Island packages. Air-conditioned hotel 
rooms and 1-2-3&4 bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, 
fishing, sailing, biking, and more! 
email: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
www.stellamarisresort.com 


800-398-DIVE © 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 
Two Tank Dives, Walls, Blue Hole, Wrecks, Reefs, 
Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals PADI 4 Day 
Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 


email: bahdiver@coralwave.com 
www.bahamadivers.com 


Brendal’s 
Dive Center 


800-745-9911 


Dive wrecks, hand-feed stingrays, swim with dolphins 
and more. PADI, SSI & NAUI certifications. Enjoy 
romantic views, superb dinning, tennis, kayaking, 
pools, beach and quaint, historic village. 5 day/4 nt 
& 3 days dives: $510, 7 day/6 nt & 5 days of dives: 
$837. All prices S/d. occupancy. Hotel 


taxes/gratuities inclusive. 


email: brendal@oii.net © www.brendal.com 


Wwww.Oahamasdiving.com and 


800-899-6753 © 954-463-9324 
Experience Nekton's unique stable SWATH design 
liveaboards while diving the pristine waters of the 
Bahamas and Belize.Spacious cabins w/ private 
bathrooms and twin or queen beds.Vessels feature an 
elevating dive platform, sundeck with jacuzzi, E-6 
processing. Prices from $1,395 per person, dbl occ. 


email: info@nektoncruises.com 
www.nektoncruises.com 


800-513-5535 © 305-438-4222 


Bahamas Travel Network is the 
established specialty wholesaler for dive 
packages and low-cost airfares to the Islands 
of The Bahamas. Great specials- 4 days 
$242, 8 days $613. 


email: btn@maduro.com 
www.bahamastravelnet.com 


Continental : 
Connection 


Operated by GULFSTREAM Juctemationcl Airlines 


800-525-0280 


Serving Florida & The Islands of the Bahamas. 
Daily flights from Miami, Ft. Lauderdale and 
West Palm Beach to Nassau, Freeport and 
Marsh Harbour. Daily flights Miami- 
Ft. Lauderdale to Treasure Cay, Marsh 
Harbour & North Eleuthera. Call your local 
travel professional or Continental Airlines. 


www.continental.com 








ae 


800-443-.3837 © 757-481-2075 


Miami Departure and Return! Sea Fever Diving 
Cruises has been taking divers on incredible diving 
adventures for over 20 years. Sea Fever provides 
live-aboard diving the way it should be; freedom to 
dive your way. Individual pricing from $995; group 
charters from $9,889. 

email: seafever@seatever.com 


www.seafever.com 
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VALENTINES 


CHEM Se Nb ee 


Harbour Island Bahamas 


877-211-7617 © 242-333-2080 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI dive courses, 
snorkeling, boat charters and watersports. Great 
hotel and dive packages. World’s best beaches. 


email: info@valentinesdive.com 
www.valentinesdive.com 


800-HOLIDAY © 242-356-0000 
Fax: 242-323-1408 


Visit the newly renovated Holiday Inn Nassau, 
located just outside downtown Nassau. Offering 
divers the convenience of their location and 
affiliation with many local dive shops, Holiday Inn 
Nassau provides divers a wide variety of dive 
options and amenities. 


email: Holidayinn Nassav@bahamas.net.bs 
www.holiday-inn.com /nasjunkanoo 





uest our FREE Bahamas Dive Guide or COROM Diving Brochure. — 


be a 4—hovw Tour. i 


At 400 feet long our 19435 German 
Freighter is the largest wreck in 
the Caribbean. You'll also find 
four other interest ing 

wrecks and 16 awesome reels, 

all under the cerulean 

waters off Aruba. 

For more Information Call 
1-800-TO-ARU BA- 

EAT. 40. 


Wiha ibn ck: hives. 


Call your travel agent. 
Web Site: http://www.aruba.com. 
Email: info@Aruba.com. 


PADI Gold Palm Instructor Development Center 


Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 
$150 for 5 tanks/$300 for 7 days unlimited diving 
One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives. NITROX! 
Boat , kayak & shore diving from Renaissance Island 


www.redsail.com - toll free 877-RED-SAIL - info@redsail.com 


RENAISSANCE’ 
ARUBA BEACH RESORT & CASINO ff 


ORANJESTAD, ARUBA ie 
A private 40-acre idand with beaches and secluded ; 

coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical For complete Renaissance 
wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill Dive Packages see your 
15 international restaurants and cafes travel agent 


World-class marina or call Red Sail Sports toll-free: 
24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos 





Pelican Adventures 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives Gold Palm Resort 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 5 Star 
top quality equipment. kkkkre 


Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to : 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 P PADI Dive Center | 


Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. 
For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 ¢ Fax: 011 (297) 872315 
P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 
E-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw ¢« Web: www.pelican-aruba.com 


S5peciz al 
Group F Rates 


vwwascaradonsa.com 800-328-2288 
sales@caradonna.com MPA PRIM 


‘Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 
' Budget to luxury accommodations available 
' Lowest airfares from your home city 
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rox, E-6 photo lab and rental rebreathers. 
Come aboard for a week and we promise that the _ 


©James D. Watt 


you dive forever. When booking, ask about 


The fueastaiear i it, 
: | : our specials, including free spots for groups | re 2 hi 
Maximum bottom time! Diving is . > 800-348-2628 


Oe er -to- €L S www.aggressor.com 
unlimited with all dives made and our back-to-back Truk Lagoon/Palau Pah eat ld the Hb Fleet is a 


from the spacious dive platform. package with a $1,000 savings. *Call for details. book your airand tours! Frnchise company. 
Aggressor, now you're diving! 


WORLD OF AGGRESSOR FLEET 


gor =n AND 


GALAPAGOS KON TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 . Fax: 985-384-0817 . P. O. Box 1470 - Morgan City, LA 70381 - E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 








Borneo ¢ Fiji Vietnam ¢ Papua New Guinea ¢ Honduras ¢ 
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With the New Bob Soto's Reef Divers! 
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fVICE PRESIDENT, MAMNDRACTURING 


New Boat, New Dock and Our Be LLG /VICE PRESIDENT, PRIMEDIA DIGITAL 
Fun-Filled “CAYMAN MADNESS” MEDIA CONSL! 
Vacation Package: \7INI 





e Accommodations available at four great choices: 
Treasure Island Resort, Seaview Hotel and 
Dive Resort, Plantation Village and 
Regal Beach Condos ($1,199) 
e Four 2-tank boat dives © One |-tank night dive 
e Unlimited shore diving Parties! Parties! Parties! 
@ Underwater treasure hunt (over $50,000 in prizes) 
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. Dera BORRNSON/VP/CIO, INF ON TECHNOLOGY 

e Luau at Treasure Island Resort © Caribbean Buffet Sheng eee ee 
Jorn DEPALM/V®, DATABASE AND CONSUMER INFORMATION 

€ Og ote) THe POGARTY / VICE PRESIDENT, SINCLE COPY SALES 
a HR i Bef MAAN SVIRLE PREAH : LPeEMESS EVEL OPACITY 

From SEPT. 5- OCT. 17 













1-888-695-7400 


email: bobsotol@candw. ky 
www. bobsotosdiving.com 


“Sept 5 thru Oct. 17, 2002. Based on double occupancy and availability. —es eee REPRINTS: Contact Wright's Reprints to purchase quality 


Airfare via Cayman Airways Saturday to Saturday from Miami to Grand Cayman. M Sus re pn Uiemaots Ot atlicles appearing Le ue 
Seating availability is limited. Taxes not included. You must book early, publication at 877-652-5295 (281-419-5725 outside the 
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There is a world of reasons why divers and snorkelers are so passionate about their 
sport. It means traveling to beautiful destinations. It means interacting with nature 
in its most breathtaking settings. It means high excitement and encounters with the 
marine world's most awesome creatures. And much, much more. 


Tropical Destination Travel * Learning to Dive « Dive and 
Snorkeling Equipment * Underwater Photography 


Check Mere 
{o recerve iatormatoe 
on Gk Dives 
mayarine advertiser 


The Kona Classic 


Underwatee Phategrhphy 
@ Ok Weativat 


For all that diving and snorkeling have to offers 
visit us online at www-skin-diver-com 
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Skin Diver magazine, 6420 wilshire boulevard, los angeles, ca 90048, fax (323)782-2121, e-mail:skindiver @ primediacmmg.com 
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Max-Ai in 35 " 

Compact, lightweight, 

and truly portable 
4.2scim* working pressure 4000psi 


Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi 
in 19 min** 


Tri-chem air purification system 


Weight: 85 Ibs 
Size: L28” X D138” X H15" 


Comes reaty-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


Low maintenance 


9 GO! 
AIR 1 els) 
preATH Ne tric mode 
(Gas ° 


Max-Air 90 
conor E3 


Stationary, 
Continuous 
Duty Units 


Compact, 

fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 

for all breathing 
air applications! 


e Continuous duty capability 
e 10.8scim* working pressure 5000psiy 
e Tri-chem air purification system 


© Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


e Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


e Air storage system compatible 
Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
e Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


© Hectric 7.5hp, 220/440 volt - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 hz 


MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE - 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 


HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS 





*Based on charging an 8Ocft cylinder from S00psi to 3000psiy 
**Time required to fill 80ctt cylinder from S0Opsi to S000psiy 
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JUST ONE SHORT YEAR AGO, 
the world we knew changed 
forever. The terrorist hyackings 
and bombing of the Twin 
Towers in New York City and 
the Pentagon, and the plane 
that crashed in Pennsylvania 
struck deeply into the fabric of 
American life. I have always 
lived in the NYC area, so the 
scenes of horrific wreckage played over 
and over again on television on that day 
seemed jarringly out of sync with the 


LETTERS 





landscape in which I had always felt safe. 

On September 11, I found myself torn 
by conflicting allegiances. Some of the 
heroic firemen and police officers who 
were buried in the rubble of the collapsed 
twin towers had once been my scuba stu- 
dents, and the realization that these 
strong, fearless men had succumbed to 
such a horrible death was unimaginable. 
My first instinct was to jump into my car 
and rush to the World Trade Center 
(WTC) to assist in the rescue. I had 
cousins and nephews who worked in the 
Twin Towers as well, and by the time my 
family was accounted for, the bridges and 
tunnels into Manhattan were closed down 
by the National Guard and the skies over- 
head were streaked with F1l6 Fighter 
planes. Although I ultimately lost several 
loved ones, mine 1s only one of countless 
firsthand accounts of the inferno which 
singed the world consciousness on Sept. 





September 11—Looking Back, But Moving Forward 


11, leaving us all paralyzed by a combina- 
tion of fear and raw anger. 

It’s one year later now, and even 
though the plumage of smoke has disap- 
peared and the dead have been 
mourned, there are still visible scars. 
There is no question that our economy 
and the pervasive spirit of optimism that 
America has always enjoyed have suf- 
fered a blow, and the diving community, 
as most other sectors in America, is still 
feeling the repercussions. However, 
divers are independent and intrepid by 


nature, and [ still believe that our best 
response to September 11 is to refuse to 
surrender our freedom to terrorism. 
Many dive businesses are beginning 
to recoup their initial losses after 
September 11, and we should do every- 
thing we can to speed the process. That 
means that we must continue to patron- 
ize dive stores and dive operations; we 
must continue to attend dive shows and 
expos; and we should continue to travel 
to our favorite dive resorts to savor the 
beautiful marine environment more 
than ever. The peacefulness and sense 
of equilibrium that the sea offers can be 
an elixir in stressful times like these. So 
even if the lines are longer at airports 
and we have less money for recreation, 
divers who keep traveling and doing 
what they love will set an example 
for the rest of the world to follow. — 


Hillary Viders, Ph.D. == 
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e Worldwide emergency evacuation and 
medical assistance. 





of Divers Alert Network. 


e 12 issues of Skin Diver, the world’s most 
read diving magazine (normally $14.97). 


e The only 24-hour, worldwide 
dive emergency hotline staffed 
full-time by dive medical 
professionals, 365 days a year. 


Alert Diver, the award-winning magazine 


¢ Discounts on Skin Diver Events 
| dive packages, up to $100 per 
event. 


e Your Dive Safety Association 
for more than 20 years. 
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Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Health Systems. 
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BRIMMING WITH PRIDE, 
Key Largo residents and 
local dive charter opera- 
tors witnessed the arrival 
of the 510-foot-long 
Spiegel Grove on May 14. 
It would become the 
largest vessel in the world 
intentionally sunk as an 
artificial reef. 

Commissioned in 1956 
as an LSD (Landing 
Ship Dock), her 6,880- 
ton displacement and 
nearly two-football-fields 
length is matched by her 
multi-deck height and 
impressive 84-foot beam. 
Her stern houses a 175- 
foot well deck designed 
to be flooded to launch 
and retrieve amphibious 
hovercraft. 

Since she is also the 
first ship ever to be 
sunk within a National 
Marine Sanctuary, addi- 
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tional site precautions and proce- 
dures were met in order that the 














Until righted, the capsized ship was 
off limits to recreational divers. 


Board Member Stephen Frink said, 
“This is a hiccup or maybe it’s a 
burp...but we’re going to overcome it!” 

Professional salvage companies were 
screened and interviewed, with Resolve 
Marine Group winning the job to roll 
the ship over. Their expertise, com- 
bined with the efforts of numerous vol- 
unteers, paid off as the Spiegel Grove 
was properly settled on her starboard 
side on June 10, at 6:30 PM. 

The human task is complete now and 
nature has already begun her role of 
transforming a large piece of US. 
Naval history into a haven for marine 
life. Larval sponges, corals and algae 


Spiegel Grove: Major Heavy Metal! 


Spiegel Grove would provide an alter- 
native dive site, thus lessening 
pressure on nearby coral reefs. 

As she neared, onlookers marveled at 
her enormity and how she dwarfed the 
ocean-going tugs maneuvering her into 
the approved sinking location two 

miles North of the famous WW II 
wreck Benwood. 

But while making preparations 
for the sinking, planned flooding of 
the compartments went too quick- 
ly and the Spiegel Grove sank 
prematurely on Friday, May 17, 
rolling over in the process and 
coming to rest, stern down, at 130 
feet with her air-filled bow floating 
above the surface. 

At the ensuing press conference, 
Key Largo Chamber of Commerce 
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are already establishing themselves on 
the wreck, while enormous schools of 
bait fish swirl over the bridge decks. 
The Grove offers excellent multilevel 
diving, as she extends several stories off 
the 130-foot-deep ocean floor. Swept 
by clear Gulf Stream waters, visibility 
usually exceeds 100 feet, and beginning 
divers can find relief from any current 
in the lee of her enormous hull. Even 
snorkelers view her mighty structure 
on a daily basis. Tek divers marvel in 
the cavernous, heliopad-capped well 
deck deeming it, “one heck of a steel 
walled cave dive!” 

The Spiegel Grove, now at rest in her 
is home is giving the island of Key 
Largo one more reason to boast as the 
“Dive Capital of the World!” “® 
—Tom and Therisa Stack 
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James “Jim” 
Jennings Auxier 


1928 - 2002 


a9 HE WORLD OF DIVING LOST ONE OF ITS EARLY 
pioneers when Jim Auxier died on May 26, 
2002. He will be remembered by family, 
friends, fellow divers and readers of Skin 
Diver as co-founder, owner/publisher of the magazine 
from 1951 to 1963. 

Jim was the magazine’s editor during those early years and 
stayed at that post three more years when Skin Diver was pur- 
chased by Petersen Publications. Jim was a quiet, reserved, 
dignified and serious individual. He also had a deep passion for 
diving. Before Skin Diver, he was a linotype operator and thor- 
oughly trained printer for Chambers Printing in South Gate, 
CA. He set all the hot type for Skin Diver for the first two years 
of the magazine, before it had outgrown the capabilities of 
Chambers to handle the numbers of such a large printing. 

As a printer/editor, he was very exacting and 
always tried to achieve perfection. He felt that 
once the word is printed it cannot be re-done 
and, like the sped arrow, may be hurtful, embar- 
rassing or even deadly, as leaving out a by-line, 
misspelling a name or misquoting someone. To 
Jim, good proofreading was a must. We often 
laughed over proofreading sessions; usually 
those when Jim was on one page with me following on a second, 
only to disturb him with my deep breathing after falling asleep. 

We often worked into the wee hours, catching a quick nap 
before reporting for our regular jobs the next morning. Over 
the years we dived together often, and vacationed together, 
sometimes with both our families. We made a good team, and 
as the size of our staff increased (to nine by 1963), we were 











..the millions of readers touched by 
some 600 issues over 51 years of 
Skin Diver will continue to benefit 
from the dreams he put into print. 


able to produce a more sophisti- 
cated magazine. 

How did two relatively 
unschooled divers begin a maga- 
zine that would last for more than 
half a century? Jim and I knew 
there were dive clubs around the 
country as we belonged to a local 
club ourselves, the Compton 
Dolphins. But there was no orga- 
nization to coordinate happenings 
or act as a common clearinghouse 
among the disparate groups. We 
discussed this fact and shortly 
thereafter “laid the keel.” 

We figured what our costs 
might be, mocked up the maga- 
zine and went hunting for adver- 
tisers. By December of 1952, after 
the first full year, we still had only 
15. But as revenues grew and news 
began to come in from more and 
more areas of the world, one issue 
followed another, until by 1963, 
Skin Diver consisted of some 68 
pages (previous issues had as 
many as 112 pages) and was read all over the United States 
and in 90 foreign countries. 

As editor of Skin Diver for the three years following the 
sale to Petersen, Jim was able to travel to many new destina- 
tions, such as the Red Sea and Cozumel. Dive travel had 
become the new direction of the magazine. Heading a skilled 
staff, he continued to prove his leadership capabilities until 
he retired. After Jim’s retirement from Skin Diver in 1966, he 
and his family moved to Big Bear, CA, where his time was 
Spent investing in real estate. He was very active in local orga- 
nizations there, including Search and Rescue. 

Jim suffered a debilitating stroke in 1984, but, true to his 
determination and mettle, he continued to travel. Moving to 
Georgia to be near his daughter and her family, even with his 
limitations, he spent the last few years still inter- ' 





ested in developments in diving and the under- 
water world. Jim will be greatly missed. And the millions of 
readers touched by some 600 issues over 51 years of Skin Diver 
will continue to benefit from the dreams he put into print. 
Jim Auxier is survived by a daughter, Yvonne Lee, a son, 
Michael and six grandchildren.** —Chuck Blakeslee, 
co-founder and publisher of Skin Diver (1951-1963) 
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DOLPHIN SCUBA CAMP 
: Yo) 0|0)uls @\4 axel ai iio! 


Swim with Dolphins, horseback fide, 
‘PADI scuba learning Pros 


, 


te a 


Ages 5-9 SASY, pudlernakers 
oe 10-14 Jr scuba Diving 

~ Certification 

Thanksgiving Nove 23 - 30 

Ep pats Dec. 2198, 920) 0) 92 


Roatan ° Bay Islands 
Honduras 


For reservations call 
888-888-5415 « 954.929 0090 e akr@anthonyskey.com 
www.anthonyskey.com 


*$600 per child rate is based on maximum 1 child per adult, staying in the same room. 16% hotel tax not included. 


Vf, 


7 Night all-inclusive dive and snorkel 76 = 
packages from $599*per person 4 
Wm Piverormites: fy 


September 7 to December 21, 2002 


Roatan « Bay Islands 
Honduras 


Complete your PADI Open Water Certification and earn 
1,000 American Airlines AAdvantage miles this fall at 
AKR.** Our PADI Gold Palm 5-Star Resort offers an array of 
PADI instruction from novice to expert. 


Select from the following courses to earn AAdvantage miles: 


PADI Open Water Certification 1,000 miles 
PADI Open Water Referral 500 miles 
Discover Scuba Diving 500 miles 
Underwater Photography 

or Videography 500 miles 
Underwater Photography & 

MiKo (xeols!g-] eam Ge) inleye 1,000 miles 
IDC see Omani as 


y 


AmericanAlirlines” 


For reservations call 888-888-5415 © 954.929.0090 © akr@anthonyskey.com 
www.anthonyskey.com 


*$599 rate is per person, double occupancy in Hill Standard room. Valid for travel Sept, Oct, Nov 1-23, 2002. 
“Dive for miles offer valid for courses taken Sept. 7 to Dec. 21, 2002. Other restrictions apply. 16% hotel tax not included. 
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Deforestation is just one of the destructive 
practices governments often undertake in 
the struggle to repay debt. 


Service Peo 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 





THESE DAYS, IT’S EASY TO BECOME A DEFEATIST. 
Confronted with global warming, overpopulation, the ero- 
sion of biodiversity and war, the average person throws up 
her hands in frustration. 

For divers who see the difference between a site teeming 
with fish one year and devoid of fish the next, it is hard to 
ignore the signs of environmental decline. 

It often seems that the processes of destruction are spiral- 
ing out of our control. But humans do still have the power to 
make a big difference. In one area of the environment, for 
example, people are changing the world in a fundamental 
way. I am talking about the cancella- 
tion of international debt. 

What does debt have to do with 
the environment? Plenty. In fact, 
debt lies at the very root of many of 
the practices that most impact the 
world of water, such as overfishing 
and deforestation. To solve the debt crisis is to take a big step 
towards slowing, and perhaps even reversing, the momentum 
of environmental devastation. 

According to the Jubilee Network, 42 nations are present- 
ly considered Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC). The 
media prefer the term “developing nations.” But that is a 
misnomer, because these nations are unable to develop. 
Why? The answer is debt. They should more precisely be 
known as the “debt servicing nations,” because that is all 


ple, Not Debt 
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they are able to do. 
When interest is fac- 
tored in, these nations 
repay up to nine times as much as they receive in aid. 

The human effects of debt are well documented. In Africa, 
four times as much money is spent on debt repayment than on 
health care, education and other human services. In Sub- 
Saharan Africa, the world’s poorest place, nearly half of all 
people live in poverty—300 million subsist on less than one 
dollar per day. School enrollment and life expectancy are 
declining, and HIV/AIDS is ravaging the land. 





To solve the debt crisis is to take a big step towards 
slowing, and perhaps even reversing, the momentum 


of environmental devastation. 


Poverty is bad for the environment. All over the world, 
poor nations are compelled to raid their natural capital in an 
effort to pay off loans. Taken together, the HIPCs suffer 50 
percent more forest loss than non-indebted nations. In 
Central America, the figure is over 90 percent. 

As they are presently structured, international loans are a 
declaration of war against the environment. 

The present repayment regime creates an export-driven 
economy that ignores the needs of local people. It is a vicious 
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of mind that diving 
SPARE AIR gives. Join 
thousands of safe divers world-wide 


who enjoy the comfort of knowing 
SPARE AIR is There When You Need It. 


* Refillable & Easy to use 

° * Available in 4 models | 
‘Complete back-up air em 
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cycle, for once a nation’s envi- 
ronment has been ravaged, its 
people are even worse off— 
deforestation contributes to the 
loss of habitat and biodiversity, 
causes erosion and_ reduces 
water quality. Still, the people 
continue to pay. In Niger, 9 out 
of 10 people are illiterate, yet the 
country must cough up $36 mil- 
lion per year in debt payments. 
In Mozambique, two of every 
three people have no access to 
clean water, yet the piper is paid, 
to the tune of $54 million. 

The problem started decades 
ago, when massive loans were made to 
countries who obviously could not 
repay them. The result was a new form 
of colonialism; a new form of slavery. 

International outrage and economic 


pragmatism have merged in a movement 
to cancel debt. Oxfam, Jubilee 2000, 





ENVIRONMENT 





That is why the last of the big-time 
lenders, the IMF and World Bank, 
should cancel all remaining debt. 

Despite the beneficence of lending 
nations, these two institutions have held 
themselves apart from debt relief. They 
now are responsible for all but a small 
amount of today’s outstanding loans. 

What is to keep them from following 
the examples of governments, and writ- 
ing off their remaining loans? If this were 
to happen, global debt could be expected 
to plunge from $22 billion to $7.6 billion. 

We are told that it would bankrupt 
lending institutions. Yet independent 
analyses suggest that the IMF and World 
Bank could afford to write off the debt 
without injuring their financial standing. 

There is also the possibility that the 
G8 nations could sweeten the pill, and 
shoulder the IMF and World Bank 
burden themselves. What would that 
cost? According to Drop The Debt, it 


..the United States, United Kingdom, Canada 
and Italy have cancelled all bilateral debts. 
Australia and Norway have done the same. On 
paper, the total debt burden has fallen from $40 
to $22 billion. 


Drop The Debt and other organizations 
have built a worldwide coalition in sup- 
port of the poor. And their voices have 
been heard. At the Millennium 
Conference in Cologne in 1999, major 
cuts in bilateral debts were announced. 
Of the G-8 nations, the United States, 
United Kingdom, Canada and Italy have 
cancelled all bilateral debts. Australia 
and Norway have done the same. On 
paper, the total debt burden has fallen 
from $40 to $22 billion. 

What is being done with all that 
saved money? Countries like Uganda, 
Honduras and Tanzania have all 
invested heavily in education, while 
others, such as Senegal and Cameroon, 
are beefing up the health sector to deal 
with the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

But it isn’t enough. Too many coun- 
tries are still making payments, and some 
are even making higher payments than 
before the cancellation process began. 


would amount to one dollar per year 
for all taxpaying citizens. 

Imagine—one dollar to end the spi- 
ral of poverty and eco-cide, and give 
the world’s poor a fresh start. 

It sounds like a bargain to me. 

The only way we can manage the 
global environment responsibly, is to 
ensure that nobody has an added incen- 
tive to destroy it. Just as education is 
the key to the population problem, 
debt cancellation is the key to the edu- 
cation problem. We cannot go on 
expecting hungry people to make 
responsible long-term decisions. By 
filling that stomach, and giving that 
mind a chance to soar, we have a chance 
to give millions of people a decent pre- 
sent and a hopeful future. And, because 
the environment is global, we also safe- 
guard our own quality of life. 


The time has come to service people, 
not debt. = 
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no question that in a 
potentially hazardous 
environment such as a 
cave that you need the 

best equipment. Certainly 
‘One of the world's most When it comes to minimizing the = available colors = 
experienced cave divers 


Cave Diving Instructor disturbance of silt these fins are \) \) | \/ 
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Martyn Farr 
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Photographer & Author brilliant. | would never go back to 
Pioneer & Lecturer ~—_—_ sing traditional paddle fins after 
A<PERT using the TUSA X-pert Zoom fins." 


For more information dive into www.tusa.com or call 562-498-3708 
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Tam a relatively new underwater photo instructor and I'd lke to know some things you 
think most underwater photographers could do to improve their work.—Teri S., Kona, HI 


THIS CAN BE ANSWERED ON A NUMBER OF LEVELS. CERTAINLY 
there are proven techniques that all of us could apply with 
more discipline. For example, we would all benefit by getting 
closer to our subjects, and certainly a lot of underwater pho- 
tographers would see a huge improvement in image quality if 
they paid more attention to lighting and strobe positioning. I'd 
really love to figure out a way to get my students to match their 
expectations and their equipment more closely so that, for 
example, they would pass up the wide shots of Manta Rays 
when they are swimming around with a macro system in their 
hands. Conversely, they would quit photographing nudi- 
branchs with their wide-angle lenses. 

An overlooked point is that success as an underwater pho- 
tographer often depends as 
much on what you do, or don’t 
do, before a dive as it does on 
what you do during the dive. I 
think that a lot of underwater 
photographers would get much 
more pleasing results far more 
often if they would think more 
about what they want to accom- 
plish and how they plan to do so 
before they begin to set up their 
camera system. 


Know Before You Go 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


When underwater photographers get together, I 
almost always hear people discussing and debating 
the best cameras, lenses, strobes and films. These 
days you can’t get away from the digital vs. film 
question, but I maintain that it isn’t format and it 
isn’t gear that makes or breaks photographers. It is 
our minds and imaginations. I found it rather reas- 
suring when I recently read a quote from George 
Lucas about his new film Attack of the Clones (of the 
Star Wars series) that was shot with High Definition 
Video rather than film. Lucas said something to the 
effect that despite all of the fuss made about shoot- 
ing in High Definition, the success or failure of the 
film is all about storytelling, not format or equip- 
ment. It’s George Lucas’ vision that makes his films. 
Equipment is a tool that helps get the story told. I 
think advances in technology, and the sheer quantity 
of things to keep up with often causes underwater 
photographers to get off track. As a result many underwater 
photographers get hung up on the gear and forget about the 
content and composition of their images and the impact those 
images can have. 

As a rule, we all want to talk about things we could do to 
create perfect shots once we are in the water, but most of the 
photographers that have a library full of great work credit their 
pre-dive setup and thought process with their 
success aS much, or more, than their in-water 
techniques. 

I don’t blame anyone for just wanting to fall off 
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With a little topside preplanning, 
you can take advantage of under- 
water encounters such as this. 
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Filter System 
Restores Colors lost at Depth 


1992 Custom Ground 
Prescriptions 
One-piece construction lighter 
and thinner 


1993 Custom Bifocals 


Rx Prescriptions in Plus or Minus | 


1994 Gauge Readers ™ 
Non Prescription BiFocal 


1995 DeMag™ 
Compensates for the 
magnification in the water 


1996 48 Hour Rx 
Express Service 
When you need it now 


The Instructors choice 


1998 Ultra™ 


Universal Fitting 
1999 Ultra™ Plus “Purge” 
Great fit plus a Purge Valve 
2000 Trans™ Sea Vision 


Translucent Skirt 


2001 Max™ Sea Vision 
Hi-Definition Lens for Lakes, 
Rivers, Tech Diving 


2002 _ And they said 
it was just a Gimmick 
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of a boat, hit the water and enjoy 
the challenges of underwater 
photography. Using that tech- 
nique, there is no doubt that you 
will probably “get lucky” every 
once in a while, but pre-dive 
thinking and attention to detail 
really does pay big dividends. I 
am talking about making sure 
batteries are charged, strobes 
fire, ITLL (thyris- 
tor-thyristor-logic, 
often referred to as 
through-the-lens metering) 
exposure system is working 
properly, O-rings are 
cleaned and greased, and 
seating surfaces are clean. 

I think these tasks often 
get overlooked because 
they aren’t the fun part of 
underwater photography 
and most of us simply 


ASKTHEPRO 





tems such as I’T'L by so many underwa- 
ter photographers is especially troubling. 
If a TTL system fails, strobes often fire, 
but they tend to fire at full power. The 
end result is often that frame after frame 
is grossly over exposed. Verifying that a 
TTL system is working can be done 
within 15 seconds, but the failure to run 
the tests can cause a whole dive, and even 
an entire dive trip, to be a complete 
washout. 
_ [think everyone that came 
to the Kona Classic, Skin 
_ Dtver’s recent photo compe- 
tition in Hawan, and partici- 
pated in the photo competi- 
tion and attended the semi- 
nars had a lot of fun. I am 
also sure that most of the 
winners thought about how 
to get their winning images 
before they hit the water. In 
fact, at the Kona Classic, 


What is more frustrating than finding a great 
subject, composing that perfect frame, tripping the 
shutter and having your strobe(s) fail to fire? Not 
much! But the good news is that an incident like that 
is usually easy to prevent via some pre-dive testing. 


don’t appreciate how important they are 
until things don’t work underwater. 
What is more frustrating than finding a 
great subject, composing that perfect 
frame, tripping the shutter and having 
your strobe(s) fail to fire? Not much! But 
the good news is that an incident like 
that is usually easy to prevent via some 
pre-dive testing. Before the dive, you 
might discover that you put a battery in 
backwards, the batteries hadn’t been 
charged or were old even though the 
package hadn’t been opened, or perhaps 
your synch cord was faulty. Too many of 
us excuse the failure to test by saying 
things like “It isn’t my fault, I just 
changed the batteries,” or “Worked 
great yesterday.” 

Failing to test automatic exposure sys- 


John Monk told me how he and wife 
Linda developed an idea about what they 
could do to get a great shot of a turtle if 
they encountered one near the surface. 
Well, they got their opportunity and 
turned their pre-dive discussion into a 
first place in the wide-angle category. 
There is no way that could have happened 
if they hadn’t considered the possibility 
before their dives and if their gear hadn’t 
been working properly. 

My bottom line answer to the origi- 
nal question is, I think being disci- 
plined in your pre-dive thinking and 
testing, developing an in-water “game 
plan,” and trying to apply proven tech- 
niques will go a long way toward help- 
ing every level of photographer find 
success. “5 


WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater 
Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists 
of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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SKIN DIVER & DEEP OUTDOORS PRESENTS THE FIRST ANNUAL 


LS = ae +N ici 


Key Largo, FL * September 21-27, 2002 


poe On 3 = - 7 ve). Be) of 
KEY LARGO WRECK DIVING 


¢ Dive Key Largo’s world-class wreck dives, including: 
The 310-ft. WWII ship Spiegel Grove, the largest vessel ever sunk for diving 
The 300-ft. City of Washington 
The 327-ft. Coast Guard cutters Bibb and Duane 
The 285-ft. Benwood 
Over 1500 linear feet of wrecks to explore!! 


¢ Open to divers of all levels (Certification classes will be available) 
e Enjoy deluxe accommodations at the most prestigious resort in the Florida Keys 
e Welcome Reception with ‘‘Keys Style” entertainment 


¢ Free equipment demonstrations including Deep Outdoors dive gear, Zeagle Systems 
dive gear and Farallon DPVs 


° Nightly seminars and presentations, including an underwater film 
presentation by GUY HARVEY and photo instruction by Rick Frehsee 


¢ Special reef diving and snorkeling packages available 
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Ocean Divers _ Quiescence Diving Services 
ne: s 4) eas Phone: 305-451-1113 Phone: 305-451-2440 
S www.captainslate.c com OMe ted ercom ; www.keylargodiving.com 
| FE: E-mail: dive @captainslate.com E-Mail: info@oceandivers.com E-Mail: info@keylargodiving.com 
12) 


For more information, log on to www.skin-diver.com 








USS THURSTON PHOTO: COURTESY PAT SMITH ARCHIVES 











STUART SIMPSON, VIA THE INTERNET, SAYS 
his father served aboard the USS Thurston during WW II, 
and thinks his ship was sunk off California long after the 
war ended. He would like to know what happened to it. 

While I found some basic information about the 
Thurston, originally named Del Santos, Stuart found a 
few more details in History of Umited States Naval 
Operations in WW IT. Then Stuart’s brother discovered 
a website (www.cinms.nos.nooa.gov) and the puzzle came 
together. When we learned that the 459-foot freighter 
was commissioned by the Navy in 1942 and renamed SS 
Chickasaw in 1948 when she returned to 
merchant trading, the rest was easy. In 
addition to the website, we found six 
pages and four photos of the vessel in Pat 
Smith’s book, Shipwrecks of Southern 
California, in which the author calls the Chickasaw “a 
treasure cache of military history.” 

Operating in both the European and Pacific theaters of 
war as the USS Thurston, the 6,131-ton troop ship earned 
seven battle stars, including one in the D-day invasion of 
Omaha Beach in 1944. She also delivered troops and sup- 
plies during campaigns in Morocco, Sicily, Iwo Jima, 
Okinawa and Guadacanal. After stops in the 
Philippines and Japan, the heroic vessel returned 
to San Francisco where she was decommis- 
sioned in 1946. The venerable veteran con- 
tinued as a civilian freighter until she ran 
aground in 1962 off Santa Rosa Island, in 
what is now the Channel Island National 
Marine Sanctuary. Although the captain 


The USS Thurston 


BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 





The freighter SS Chickasawstormerly c 
the USS Thurston, ran-agroundan, 
1962 off SantasRosasland, 


and his crew were rescued, the SS Chickasaw was far too 
entrenched on the reefs and rocks for salvage. Violent 
winds and heavy seas have taken their toll, scattering most 
of the wreckage across the bottom. Prevailing winds, poor 
visibility and a rocky coastline make this a venturesome 
encounter for experienced divers. 


HEATHER HOUGH, VIA THE’ INTERNET, 
wants to know where she can obtain information about 
shipwrecks off the Oregon coast, especial- 
ly ones that are close to shore. Oregon 


Shipwrecks by Don Marshall is an excellent 
source. The Mimi is a good example of one 
that’s not far offshore. An iron-hulled 
German bark, sunk in 1913 off Nehalem, 
OR, the vessel was stranded on a spit for two months 
while the crew removed most of the ballast. But a storm 
capsized her, killing 14 crew and four salvors. She sank 
one and a half miles north of the Nehalem 
jetty—800 feet out on the north spit— 

directly off Brighton. 





BOB JENKINS OF ANAHEIM, CA, 
is planning a trip to Bikini Atoll, 
Marshall Islands, and needs some 
hints on diving the USS Saratoga. The 
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SO MUCH MORE... 
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WRECKFACTS 


880-foot-long aircraft carrier, 
which saw _ ffierce action 
throughout the South Pacific in 
WW II, was one of 73 target 
ships sunk for nuclear bomb 
tests in 1946. It’s one of the 
most popular of the many dive 
sites, all of them now free of 
radioactivity. The carrier, one of 
the most popular sites in 50- to 
100-foot depths, bristles with 
guns and marine life. Three 
Hellcats and an Avenger bomber 
rest beneath the hangar deck. 
Details of these and other 
attractions aboard the Saratoga are 
described in a new book, Diving 
Micronesia, by Eric Hanauer. (Aqua 
Quest Publications, Locust Valley, NY). 





DAVE CLANCY HAS SET UP A 
detailed website called, Hunting New 
England Shipwrecks. He says it’s, “a web 





MIKE CRAIGHEAD OF STERLING, 


VA, asks a provocative question about 
slave ships. He wants to know if any 
slavers have been identified, other than 
the Henrietta Marie—sunk in the Florida 
Keys—that divers might research and 
explore. Travis Henson, secretary of the 
Great Blacks in Wax Museum, 
Baltimore, MD, recommends a museum 
visit to see a replica of a slave ship. Seven 
others are on record there: Holy Mary, 
John the Baptist, Liberty, Justice, Fesus, 
Amazing Grace and Amistad. Dr. Joann 
Martin, owner of the museum, offers 
personal tours if you call (410) 563-7809. 
The Maryland Historical Society, also in 
Baltimore, provides books and microfilm 
for research. I’m sure some of the ships 
were eventually forced out of the slave 
trade, while others may have sunk in 
storms or run aground on treacherous 
schoals. This research would be an 
intriguing project. 


DAVE CLANCY...has set up a detailed website 
called, Hunting New England Shipwrecks...listing 


over 200 New England wrecks with promises of 





more to come. Try his site: http://wreckhunter.net. 


guide for divers and armchair adventur- 
ers,” listing over 200 New England 
wrecks with promises of more to come. 
Dave says he has included a message 
board, online nautical charts, a trivia quiz 
and more. Check out his website at 
www. wreckhunter.net. 


RICH FREEMAN OF THE 
Atlantis Rangers, Greenbelt, MD, has 
been diving in the Chesapeake Bay and 
needs information on the San Marcos. 
Two books, Shipwrecks Unforgotten by 
Norbert Freitag and Shipwrecks on the 
Chesapeake by Don Shomette, offer 
details on this 6,315-ton battleship 
sunk off Tangier Island, VA, in 1911. 
Originally christened the USS Texas 
in 1895, the two-masted, one stack 
warship was later renamed San 
Marcos. She was scuttled as a gunnery 
target when her coal-fired steam power 
became obsolete. Shells from the bat- 
tleship New Hampshire took their toll 
on the San Marcos, whose remains are 
scattered in 25 to 30 feet of water. 


JOHN PAPINEAU OF ANCHORAGE, 
AK, writes, “I spent several weeks in 
the Madang area of Papua New 
Guinea. While I was there, I dove the 
remains of the USS Boston, a WW II 
minesweeper. When I returned home, I 
searched for the ship in Samuel 
Morison’s History of United States 
Naval Operations in WW IT, but found 
nothing. Where else can I look?” I sug- 
gest James Mooney’s Dictionary of 
American Naval Fighting Ships. If it’s 
not there, write to Kathleen M. Lloyd, 
Head, Operational Archives, U.S. Navy 
Historical Center, Washington, DC 
20374. Ms. Lloyd and her staff have 
been very helpful tracing WW II vessels 
and historic events in naval warfare. 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Be sure to include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for a personal 


reply. Ellsworth can also be e-mailed at 
ellshoyd@aol.com. ** 
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We've been thinking of 
your perfect 
dive vacation. 
Surfacing is quite the indulging 
experience at the charming 
Curacao Marriott Beach 
Resort & Emerald Casino. 
Here, you'll dive into lavish luxury 
with 247 elegant guest rooms, 
each with a spectacular private 
balcony or terrace. And in addition 
to being rated one of the World's 
Favorite Dive Sites by Rodale’s, 
the resort boasts an abundance 
of exhilarating amenities and 
activities including four 
restaurants and a 5,000-sq.-ft. 
casino. For reservations, call 
(800) 223-6388. Or, visit us at 


www.marriotthotels.com/curmc 


thinking of you 


Ask about our special 
Sand Dollars package rates 
from $159! 
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curacao \arriott 


BEACH RESORT & 
EMERALD CASINO 


©2002 Marriott International, Inc. 


With a casual and friendly ambiance and 
yet professional demeanor, Lions Dive & 
Beach Resort and Ocean Encounters, a 
PADI 5-Star Gold Palm Instructor 
Development Center, offer the perfect 
combination for the most memorable 
dive vacation. 


Enjoy two-tank boat dives daily from the 
comfort of our custom dive boats, unlim- 
ited shore diving, Nitrox and Re-breather 
diving, Wall and Wreck Diving, and more. 


When you are not diving, explore nearby 
Curacao Seaquarium, have a little work- 
out in our fully equipped fitness center, or 
just relax on our 
white-sand beach or 
from the comfort of 
one of our many 
oceanview rooms. 
And for lunch and 
dinner, treat yourself 
to a sumptuous meal 
at our beach bar 
retaurant, Rumours, 
or one of several 
others along the 
beach. 


The Natural Place to Stay 


1-866-LIONSDive 
(1-866-546-6734) 
www.lionsdive.com 
us-canada@lionsdive.com 


=. 
~~ 
Reis | 


‘ Ea en 
Pe eee. = MORN 2s sities thes 3 ~ al entre NMED ‘1 aed oe adn - 4 
Bi hs ; 
iy a dd 


Oceanfront resort with PADI 
5-Star & Instructor Development 
Center offering boat dives daily, 
24-hour unlimited shore diving, 
beginner to instructor courses, 
AND) PENTNG] cap) meclatlices lace ap 
Nitrox, rebreathers and lots 
more. Featuring deluxe 
accommodations, all with 
phones, TVs, kitchenettes and 
private patios or balconies. 
Guests enjoy superb diving, 
oceanfront restaurant, bar & 
pool, conference & fitness 
centers, aerobics, massages, 
bike rentals, free town shuttle 
Fyavemanve) cet 


* 8-day/7-night summer dive 
packages from $538 for quad 
and $631 for double, 

valid Apr. 2- Dec.18, 2002. 
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airfares and other packages 
also available. 
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receive 50% off your next visit! 


me Habitat Curacao 


Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 


1-800-327-6709 
E-mail: info@maduro.com 
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HIS: SUMMER 


Stingray City, whatever your element, you'll find 


Froth the exfiilarati I Bloo ods Be Ae In ) 
it this summer in’ Borklag jaheet’ the Cay 1 Islands. Call 1 (800) 4-CAYMAN or visit our web 


site beayraalaricl y/h2go) to order yo our ‘astelaMritclalekmn PACLOMVCle-lelelamallalaliatemClUl(o(-Mmlariie(= 
you'll al ‘discover e\ Tautallate you | need i the summer’s,.best dive vacation, 5. 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS 





FIND YOUR ELEMENT IN 
THE CAYMAN ISLANDS. 


2 


Find your element. 





Perhaps you'll find it in yourself as you glide along 


the Caribbean's most dramatic sea walls. Or in 
someone you love as, together, you stroll along our 
white sand beaches. Maybe you'll find it in a new | coon cann 
friend, an old face or just a warm familiar feeling. It's 
your element and, this summer, we invite you to find it 


in the Cayman Islands. Just call 1-800-4 CAYMAN, Ext. 0 





or visit our web site (www.caymanislands.ky/h2go) to 






receive your “MY ELEMENT” card, which you can use — A 
Oe. ii 
to enjoy special rates on dining, attractions, water 7 * a : 
tagtreas Fe <f 
sports, dive trips, shopping and more. a 
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ANSWER THESE 3 QUESTIONS, 
AND YOU CAN ENTER TO WIN A FREE 
CAYMAN ISLANDS VACATION! 


Find the answers to the questions below in your free 





“Cayman Islands H2GO Vacation Planning Guide” or on 
our web site (www.caymanislands.ky/h2go). Send in your 


FIND YOUR ELEMENT AND YOU 
COULD FIND YOURSELF WITH 
ONE OF THESE GREAT PRIZES 


answers for a chance to win a free Cayman Islands vacation. 


1. Name one of the Cayman Islands “Sister Islands.” 






EACH MONTH Pee i ia 
GRAND PRIZE: a trip for two HC 2. What is the name of the world’s most famous spot 
to the Cayman Islands. ae to swim with the stingrays? (Hint: You'll find it in 


Second prize: a SeaLife 
SL121 Digital DC200 
underwater camera. 


the waters around Grand Cayman.) 
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3. What year did Christopher Columbus discover the 





5 Third prizes: SeaLife 
SportDiver SL545 
underwater cameras. 


Cayman Islands? (Hint: Check out “Cayman by the 
Numbers.’) 
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SeaLife 
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See official niles on back for 
details including eatry methods 
and eligibility requirements 




















OFFICIAL RULES 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN A PRIZE. A PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WIN- 
NING. 


1. Sweepstakes open to legal residents of the US and Wash. DC age 18 or older. The Cayman Islands H2GO “Find your 
element’ Sweepstakes (the ‘Sweepstakes") begins at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time (ET) on 5/1/02 and ends 11:59 p.m. (ET) on 
10/31/02 (“Entry Period"). There will be six monthly drawings during the Entry Period. HOW TO ENTER: There are three 
methods of entry. Entry Method #1: To enter online, visit the www.caymanislands.ky/h2go web site and follow all online entry 
instructions, including completing and submitting the online entry form and answering all sweepstakes questions. Online 
entries must be received by 11:59 PM (ET) on 10/31/02. Entry Method #2: To enter by mail with an official entry form, hand 
print your name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and your answers to the sweepstakes questions requested on 
official entry form, insert in envelope and mail to P.O. Box address in Method #3. Entry Method #3: To enter by mail without 
an official entry form, hand-print your name, address, telephone number, email address and your answers to the sweepstakes 
questions on a postcard and mal to The Cayman Islands H2GO "Find Your Element" Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 9179, Medford, 
NY 11763-9179. All mail-in entries must be postmarked by 10/31/02 and received by 11/7/02. Answers to the sweepstakes 
questions can be found online at www.caymanislands.ky/h2go or in our H2GO Vacation Planning Guide. To obtain a free 
guide, call 1-800-4-CAYMAN, ext. 0 between 9 AM 5 PM (ET) during Mon. - Fri. [All requests for guides must be received by 
5 PM (ET) on 9/27/02. To be eligible for a given monthly drawing, answers to the sweepstakes questions must be correct. 
All entries become the property of Sponsor and will not be returned or acknowledged. Limit: One received email or mail-in 
ery per person per month. In the event of a dispute over the identity of an online entrant, entry will be deemed submitted 
by the holder of the e-mail account. Mass entries or entries generated by a script, macro or use of automated devices will 
be disqualified. No mechanical reproductions permitted. Photocopied or incomplete entries are void. PRIZES/ODDS: Six (6) 
Grand Prizes (one awarded per month during the Entry Period) of a 7 nights/ 6 days trip for two to Cayman Islands are guar- 
anteed to be awarded. Approximate retail value (ARV) of each trip prize: $3,500.00; depending in location of winner and 
fares at time of departure. Each trip prize includes round-trip raaeh airfare to/from the winner's primary residence, double 
occupancy hotel accommodations and 6 daily local diving trips for winner plus 1 guest. Travel must be completed within 10 
months from date the prize is awarded. Parent or legal guardian must accompany a traveling minor. Travel subject to avail- 
ability and certain blackout dates may apply. Six (6) Second Prizes (one awarded per month during the Entry Period): A 
SeaLife121 Digital DC 200 Underwater Camera (ARV: $549.95 each). Thirty (30) Third Prizes (five awarded per month during 
the Entry Period): A SeaLife 545 SportDiver Underwater Camera (ARV: $100.00 each). Maximum ARV of all pee 
$26,299.70. Prizes are not transferable or redeemable for cash and no substitution of prize by a winner is permitted. All taxes 
and any other incidental expenses are the sole responsibility of each winner. Odds of winning depend on the number of eli- 
gible entries received per monthly drawing, estimated at 1: 266, 667. WINNER SELECTION: One winner will be selected per 
month for a total of six months beginning on 5/1/02 and ending on 10/31/02. The first entry containing the correct answers 
to the sweepstakes questions that Is selected at random from among all eligible entries received during that month will be 
declared that month's winner. Each monthly random drawing will be held within 15 days of the end of that month. Limit: 
one prize per person. To be eligible for a given monthly drawing your online entry must be received between 12:01 AM (ET) 
on the first day of the month and 11:59 PM (ET) on the last day of that given month. Your mail-in entry must be postmarked 
between the first day of that month and the last day of that given month and received within 7 days thereafter. For any 
given mail-in entry deadline that falls on a Sunday or federal holiday, those entries will also be accepted on the next busi- 
ness day. If during any month no entries are received for the monthly drawing, that month's prize will be awarded as an 
additional prize in the following month, provided a sufficient number of entries are received for that month. This process 
will be repeated until all monthly prizes are awarded. If no entries are received for the last monthly drawing, then the final 
monthly prize will be awarded from among all eligible entries received in the previous months. WINNER NOTIFICATION : All 
random drawings will be conducted under supervision of an independent judging organization whose decisions are final and 
binding. Each winner will be notified by mail, or phone or email within 14 days after the drawing. To be declared a winner, 
all potential winners must complete & return an affidavit of eligibility and liability/publicity release within 14 days of date 
specified on notification, or an alternate winner will be selected. Travel companion must execute a travel release prior to 
travel. Winner and travel companion are responsible for obtaining proper documentation (i.e., passports) prior to travel. 
Prizes will be awarded within 30 days after prize notification or receipt of properly executed affidavit. If an affidavit or prize 
notification is returned as undeliverable, it will result in disqualification, and the corresponding prize will be awarded to an 
alternate winner in a separate random drawing from all non-winning eligible entries. Entry & acceptance of prize constitute 
permission to use a winner's name, prize won, hometown & likeness for promotional purposes without further compensa- 
tion, except where prohibited by law. ADDITIONAL RULES: Entrants assume all liability for any injury, loss or damage caused 
or claimed to be caused by your participation in the Sweepstakes and/or the acceptance, awarding, receipt, use and/or mis- 
use of any prize, and release Sponsor, its respective affiliates, subsidiaries, directors, employees and agents, and all others 
associated with the development and execution of this sweepstakes from any such liability. Winners acknowledge that 
Sponsor and all other companies concerned with this sweepstakes and their agents do not make, nor are in any manner 
responsible for, any warranty, representations, expressed or implied, in fact or in law, relative to the quality, conditions or fit- 
ness of any aspects of the prizes. Sponsor does not make, nor in any manner will be responsible for, any warranty, represen- 
tation or guarantee relating to the camera prizes; provided, however, all prizes will be subject to the manufacturer's stan- 
dard warranty. LIST OF WINNERS: For a list of winners (available after 12/31/02), send a stamped, self-addressed stamped 
envelope by 10/31/02 to: “Find your element" Sweepstakes Winners, P.O. Box 9183, Medford, NY 11763-9183. SPONSOR: 
Cayman Islands Department of Tourism, The Pavillion, Cricket Square, P.O. Box 67 GT, George Town, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
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PARTICIPATING | 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 


H2GO PARTNERS. 


Sponsors: 

Sunshine Suites Resort-A Summerfield Suites by 
Wyndham, On the Bay Condos, The Club at Little 
Cayman, Brac Aquatics, Cayman Diving Lodge, Sunset 
House and Sunset Divers, Beach Club Colony, Spanish 
Bay Reef Resort, Cayman Inn and Resort and Diver's 
Down, Treasure Island Resort and Bob Soto's Reef 
Divers, Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman and Red Sail 
Sports, Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort and Red 
Sail Sports, Comfort Suites and Don Foster's Dive, 
Cobalt Coast Resort and Dive Tech. 


Participants: 

Hotels 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Beach Club Colony Resort, Cayman Inn & 
Resort, Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites, Comfort Suites, Grand Cayman 
Marriott Beach Resort, Holiday Inn Resort, Hyatt Regency Grand 
Cayman, Indies Suites, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Morritt's Tortuga 
Club & Resort, Seaview Hotel & Dive Resort, Spanish Bay Reef Resort, 
Sunset House, Sunshine Suites Resort - a Summerfiled Suites by 
Wyndham, The Reef, Treasure Island Resort, Westin Casuarina Hotel. 
Condos 

Britannia Villas, Christopher Columbus Condos, Crescent Point Condos, 
Discovery Point Club, Lacovia Condominiums, Regal Beach Club, 
Seagull Condominiums, Tamarind Bay Condos, Treasure Island 
Condominiums, Villas of the Galleon. 

Restaurants 

Almond Tree/Tree House, Britannia, Casa Havana, Castaways, Chicken! 
Chicken!, Cimboco, Cracked Conch, David's Restaurant, Deckers, DJ's 
Restaurant & Cantina, Duppies, Eats Cafe, Edoardo's Restaurant, 
Ferdinands, Governor's Terrace Restaurant, Grille Restaurant, 
Hemmingways, Lazy Lizard, Lighthouse Restaurant, Lobster Pot 
Restaurant, London House, Lone Star Bar & Grill, Mangrove Grill, 
Naked Fish Restaurant, Outback Steakhouse, Peninsula Restaurant, 
Rum Point Restaurant, Seagrape Cafe, Seaharvest Restaurant, 
Smugglers Cove, Stingers Bar & Restaurant, Subway, Windows Lounge. 
Watersports 

Aquanauts Diving, Atlantis Submarine Adventures Cayman, 
Bayside Watersports, Black Princess Charters, Bob Soto's Reef Divers, ) 
Capt. Crosby's Watersports, Capt. Don's Cayman Diver, Captain 
Marvin's Watersports, Cayman Delight Cruises, Cayman Diving Lodge, 
Cayman Submariners, DiveTech, Divi Dive & Photo Tiara - Cayman Brac, 
Don Foster's Dive Cayman, Eden Rock Diving Center, Island Girl 
Charters, Jolly Roger, Ocean Frontiers, Pirates Point Resort, Red Sail 
Sports, Reef Divers | - Little Cayman, Reef Divers II - Cayman Brac, 
Resort Sports, Seaview Dive Center, Sunset Divers, Tortuga Divers, 
Treasure Island Divers. 

Weddings & Honeymoons 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Beach Club Colony Resort, Beachcomber, 
Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites, Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort, 
Grand Old House, Holiday Inn Resort, Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, 
Indies Suites, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Plantana, Seaview Hotel & 
Dive Resort, The Anchorage, Treasure Island Resort, Westin Casuarina 
Hotel. 

Golf 

Sunrise Family Golf Centre 

Nightclubs 

Insomnia, Matrix, Next Level 

Car & Jeep Rental 

Andy's Rent A Car, Brac Rent-A-Car, Budget Rent A Car, Cayman Auto 
Rentals, CICO Avis Rent-A-Car, Coconut Car Rentals, Soto's Jeep and 
Car Rental, Sunshine Car Rentals/Cayman Convertible, Thrifty Car 
Rental. 

Bicycle Rental 

Soto's Jeep and Car Rental, Sunshine Car Rentals/Cayman Convertible. 
Spas & Salons 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Eclipze Hair Design & Day Spa, Gary Callan 
International, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Spa Esprit. 

Retailers 

Bob Soto's Reef Divers, Bob Soto's Reef Divers Signature Store, 
Captain Marvin's Watersports, DiveTech, Eden Rock Diving Center, 
Beach Club Colony Resort (Hotel Gift Shop), Spanish Bay Reef 

Resort (Hotel Gift Shop), Mermaid's Gift Shop, Polly's Landing, 

Reef Divers | - Little Cayman, Reef Divers II - Cayman Brac, 

Seaview Dive Center, Treasure Island Divers. 

Kids 

Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, Resort Sports. 








OVER THE YEARS, PVE HAD SEVERAL ENCOUNTERS WITH 
Manta Rays, but none so intimate as one day in the Maldives. 

There were eight of us on the reef that day, and we were 
at one of several sites where Mantas are known to fre- 
quent the local cleaning stations. Manta season for this 
area was about over; when the monsoon changes, the 
Mantas move to the other side of the atoll to feed on the 
abundant plankton it brings. As plankton increases, visi- 
bility decreases, and as photographers, we opted for the 
clearest waters in the Maldives. 


Manta Ray: 
Manta birostris 


BY DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT 


So, there we were, on the wrong side of the atoll, in 
extraordinarily clear waters, hoping for a glimpse of a 
giant Manta Ray. Experience told me to focus on reef 
scenes and forget the Mantas. I let the group go on ahead 
and found a pretty spot with lots of Golden Sweepers. I 
got my shots, turned to shoot from another angle, and 


found myself face-to-face with a Manta Ray. 
Hanging at eye level, it was poised and 
motionless, as if suspended by invisible threads. 
I could have touched it. Instead, I made eye 
contact and let the Manta make the first move. 
In a swift and silent motion, it rose over my 
head, encircled the reef and came to rest, face- 
to-face again. This time I reached out and ever 
so gently ran my fingertips along the edge of 
the wing. The Manta stayed. I grew bolder and 
ran my hand over the smooth black surface, 
expecting the ray to dash away at any moment. 
When it did move, the Manta again circled 
the reef and came back to me. I shot a few 
frames as it swam toward me, then extended 
a hand to greet my new friend. I rubbed its 
stomach and wondered if my bubbles tickled as 
they danced across the huge belly. There was 


one more pass around 
WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 


the reef, before sweep- 
Manta Rays are cir- 


ing by for a final 

encounter and disap- 
cumtropical and range 
in size from 6 to 22 


pearing into the blue. 
feet across. 
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MEDICINE HAS COME A LONG WAY WITH 
artificial implants. We have artificial hips, knees 
and other joints; artificial lenses in the eye; artifi- 
cial bones in the middle ear; implanted pacemak- 
ers; breast and penile implants; and artificial 
hearts. Even jewelry pierced through the skin 
could be considered an implant. With the large 
population of sport divers, it is inevitable that a 
diver with an implant will ask if diving 1s safe. 
One important rule is that the implant cannot 
have any air spaces, as it would be compressed 
when pressure increases during descent. 

Jewelry pierced through the skin is not a 
problem, although some items could be pulled 
or torn from the skin while diving. Fluid-filled 
implants, such as breast and penile implants, 
are not affected, but artificial ear bones risk 
damage from diving. Ear 
squeeze would cause the artifi- 
cial bones that connect the 
eardrum to the hearing mechanism to be 
displaced and hearing to be lost in the affected ear. Ear spe- 
cialists recommend against diving with artificial ear bones. 
Artificial joints, however, seem to be well- 
tolerated by divers. I have personally encountered a num- 
ber of divers who are diving with artificial hips and knees. 
The new joints restore mobility and seem to present no 
difficulties. Individuals with artificial joints are taught the 










BY FreED Bove, M.D., PH.D 


Divers with pacemakers should be able to dive safely as 
long as they maintain a depth shallower than 130 feet. 
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limitations of motion and stress that 
the joints can bear, but these are 
easily avoided when diving. There 
appears to be no increase in risk for 
decompression sickness from the 
artificial joints. 

Divers who undergo cataract 
surgery usually have an artificial lens 
implanted in the eye to restore vision. 
This is a small plastic lens that is inserted in the place of the 
blemished lens that has been removed. Ophthalmologists 
indicate that the artificial lens will not be affected by diving. 
One caution is to wait a few weeks after cataract surgery 
before flying or diving to be certain that any air left in the eye 
after surgery is absorbed. 

Heart pacemakers are usually designed to withstand 
pressures up to about 130 feet of depth. Sport diving with a 





Diving With Implants 


pacemaker is not limited by the pacemaker itself, as long as 
depth is maintained shallower than 130 feet. Many patients 
with heart pacemakers have other heart problems, so a diver 
with a pacemaker should have a consultation with a cardiolo- 
gist to be sure that there are no other heart abnormalities that 
would limit diving. People who receive pacemakers are 
instructed to avoid arm and shoulder exercises until the 
implantation surgery is well healed. There 
is a small risk of dislodging the pacing 
wires if healing is not complete. 
Swimming should be avoided for a few 
months after implantation, but after the 
healing is complete, swimming should be a 
part of conditioning for diving. 

Diving should not be done with an 
Implanted Cardiac Defibrillator. The 
devices are designed to shock the heart 
back to a normal rhythm when a lethal 
heart rhythm is detected by the device. 
They cause the patient to experience a 
severe jolt from an internal electric shock 
to the heart. A diver might lose conscious- 
ness before the device discharges, or if 
awake, would experience a shock under- 
water. Either event would risk the life of 
the diver by drowning. People with 
implanted artificial hearts or heart assist 
devices are not candidates for diving. 

Artificial implants have restored health 
and mobility to many thousands of peo- 
ple. In many cases, divers with implants 
can return to diving after a period of 
recovery and consultation with their 
physician. 

You can find more on diving medicine at 
www.scubamed.com. 
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Join Skin Diver Expeditions for an incredible 20 
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in January 2004 on board the "Grigoriy Mikheev". 
Your voyage starts in Ushuaia sailing to explore the 
fascinating Falkland Islands, then re-trace part of 
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more. This is a historic voyage with superb 
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experiences. Space is very limited, call today to 
make your reservation. 


1-366-423-3483 
www.BluePlanetAdventure.com 








Underwater Kinetics 
HYDRALLOY Knives 

The two features divers need most in a knife 
are functionality and durability. That’s what 
Underwater Kinetics has tried to blend in their 
HYDRALLOY knives. A unique combina- 
tion of metal alloys makes these blades 
both strong and corrosion resistant. 

The Blue Tang is available with either 
drop point or blunt tip blade. Its comfort grip 
provides the traction needed for the work of a big 
knife, and the blade offers a variety of cutting sur- 
faces—serrated, smooth and a hooked line cutter. The 
smaller Raptor is a blunt tip design. It’s slim, and 
therefore easy to hide inside a pocket or attach to 
a BC, while its large serrated blade is wicked sharp. 
Underwater Kinetics: (858) 513-9111, www.uwkinetics.com 

































Dive Goddess Active-Wear 

We all know it’s important to be safe when diving, but Dive 
Goddess has an equal passion to be stylish. The Cosmic Tropic dive 
skin 1s the latest addition to Dive Goddess’ stylish active-wear and is 
just one of the many designs available. 

Skins are ideal for warm-water diving, replacing shorties or regu- 
lar wetsuits. They help keep body temperature normal underwater, 
but most importantly, they protect divers from irritants, such as coral 
and jellyfish. ‘Topside, skins are an easy solution for sunscreen. They 
can also be used under wetsuits for additional warmth. 

This “high-quality, visually distinctive active wear” is also great in 
less than ideal visibility. Their colorful patterns are easy to spot 
underwater. Dive Goddess skins are designed for both men and 
women, and are available in seven sizes. 


Dive Goddess: (817) 569-9669, www.divegoddess.com 


ANDGADGETS 


BY DARYL CARSON 





Sea & Sea MX-5II and YS-20A 


The MX-5II is a compact 35 mm point-and-shoot that offers much 
more than the traditional “aim and blame” camera. The non-corrosive, 
translucent polymer case offers rugged protection for a wide 28 mm f/9 
focus-free lens. There is also an exterior bayonet mount for an accesso- 
ry close-up lens, which lets you get to within 14 inches of your subject. 
The camera uses a hassle-free fixed shutter speed of Moo sec- 
ond, plus auto film load, advance and rewind. DX cod- 
ing reads ISO 100 and ISO 400 film. 

Perhaps the nicest feature of the MX-5II is its abili- 
ty to be used with the new YS-20A companion strobe. 
There are no dials, no decisions; everything is auto- 
matic. And, it works from an infrared optical triggering 
system that synchronizes itself with the camera’s shut- 
ter; there are no cords or cables, and therefore no 
chance of leakage at the flash connection. 

Sea & Sea: (760) 929-1909, www.seaandsea.com 
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Atomic Aquatics M1 Regulator 

The M1 incorporates a relatively new material 
to dive equipment—Monel. This high strength, 
oxygen-compatible material is also highly corro- 
sion resistant and is used in the M1’s first stage. 
But some of the more noticeable innovations of 
the M1 have more to do with the second stage 7 
design. For divers who like to hang out in a stiff Be \ \\\ emma 
current (think shark action in Palau), the front cover is 
designed to reduce the possibility of freeflow from increased 
pressure on the diaphragm. Also, photographers will appreciate the 
new extended exhaust deflector, which does a better job of keeping bub- 
bles out of the way. And, as if all that weren’t enough, Atomic has environ- 
mentally sealed the first stage, improved the dry exhaust valve, and put a heat 
sink in the second stage to ward off the freezing effects of the extreme 
cold...just in case you ditch Palau for the chilly climes of Canada. 
Atomic Aquatics: (714) 375-1433, www.atomicaquatics.com 







SUUNTO Vytec Computer 


A serious computer for the serious diver, the Suunto Vytec 
is really three instruments in one. On one level it operates as 
a regular nitrox compatible dive computer, offering a clear 
display, back lighting and easy push-button operation in a 
hoseless, air-integrated design. However, for divers who train 
and plan to exceed the no decompression limits, the Vytec 
offers gas switching capabilities up to 99 percent oxygen. 
Decompression gases can be pre-programmed and switched 
to as gas changes are made (so long as a gas switch does not 
exceed an acceptable PO, level). Finally, this little gem from 
Suunto can be used in gauge mode to simply keep track of 
depth and time, a nice toy for freedivers, and a great tool for 
those who use trimix. There is even a resettable timer to 
track individual deco stops. 

Suunto: (760) 597-5000, www.sea-quest.com 





DeepOutdoors Submariner Dive Bag 

Wheels? Check. Shoulder straps? Check. Lots of room? Double Check. 
This is the criteria by which most dive bags are measured. For 
DeepOutdoors, this was only the beginning. The Submariner is a rolling 
duffel that will make you weep with appreciation of all its diver- 
friendly features. For instance, stuff this bag completely full and 
it will still zip shut, thanks to a new stretchy (but quite strong) 
material used to ring the opening of the main compartment. It 
accommodates large loads without stressing out the zipper, 
and the dry compartment utilizes water guard zippers so that 
“dry” really means dry. In addition to such design detail, there 
are handles where you need handles for pushing, shoving and 
schlepping this bag all over the world. Two side “fin flip”panels 
give extra support to the bag, but also serve to hold fins if space 
inside is too tight. Inside, the bag has a tarpaulin bottom, corner 
guards and drain holes. Available in three sizes, the Submariner 1s not just a 
dive bag, it’s adventure luggage for people who find adventure underwater. 


DeepOutdoors: (866) 867-7739, www.deepoutdoors.com 
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We welcome you 

to our. unspoiled 

necklace of 32 islands 

and cays in the Eastern Caribbean, 
17,600 miles from Miami, USA. 


Spectacular landscapes... 
beautiful beaches... 
turquoise blue waters... www.svgtourism.com 


i 3 : 800-729-1726 
the Jewels of the Caribbean! e-mail: svgtony@aol.com 
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at anchor in the Exuma Cays 
Landa and Sea Pavk, Bahamas 
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CRUISES 


Aiving, snovkeling, sea-kayaking, fishing, bivAing, beaching, sunning, SHOoZing... 


... 102 Peet of liveaboava luxury leaving weekly from Nassau to the Exumas. 


OPO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 * 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 
email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www.aquacatcruises.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 
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Suncoast Scuba Club 
ANY CLUB THAT PUTS A PARTY PICTURE 
on the opening page of its website is 
good by me. Suncoast Scuba Club of 
Tampa, FL, is just that kind of club. 
This group of divers enjoy recreational 
diving around the state and through- 
out the Caribbean. Weekend summer 
trips include adventures to the 
Southeast coast, and visits to Cayman 
Brac, Bahamas, Grand Turk, Cozumel 
and Dominica. 

Suncoast Scuba Club members are 
U/W photography enthusiasts—and 
printers—as they put out a calendar each 
year of their work. Also active in local 
environmental and conservation events, 
Suncoast Scuba Club meets on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday of each month and is 
always looking for new members. 

To find out more information, visit 
www.suncoastscuba.net. 


Yep, That's Y-U-P— 
Young Underwater 
Photographers 


YOUNG UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHERS, 
or YUP, is an organization set up to help 
more young people enjoy underwater 
photography. 
YUP is a newly 
formed group, 
founded in 2002, 
and was estab- 
lished for underwater photographers 
under the age of 30. 

The organization’s goal is “to provide a 
place to showcase their work and to act as 
information resource for underwater 
photography,” and it does that via its 
website. The website has links to diaries 
of the photogs, U/W photo events, each 
member’s website, manufactures and, 
most importantly, to photographs taken 
by members of YUP. 

To get inspired, visit wwmyup.org.uk, no 
matter how old—or young—you are. 





Send your club news to 


allenr@primediacmmg.com. 





rock climbing, kayaking, 
mountain biking and, of 
course, scuba diving. 
Attendees will enjoy the 
sounds of artists like 
Sheryl Crow, Train 
and Ziggy Marley, 
and get wet thanks to 
The Pool Tour, which 
will be on hand to recruit 
new divers. 
For more info, call (858) 616- 
6408 or check out wwwh- 
heads.com. ** 


HammerHeads 
Soak Up the Sun 


HAMMERHEADS WILL BE SOAKING 
up the sun this summer at festi- 
vals worldwide. From across 
the globe, they will hit the 
scene all year long with the °* 
rest of the country’s most avid 
adventurers at the Jeep World 
Outdoor Festival. 

A celebration of the outdoor, 
active lifestyle, the festival will pay 
homage to such adventure sports as 






The Best Big-Animal 
Diving On Earth 
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stopping dive? Come dive with the Big Boys aboard 
the luxurious SOLMAR V. Giant Mantas, Dolphins, 
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The Baths at Virgin Gorda. 
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here are certain things you never 
want to hear: Your surgeon muttering 
“Oops,” the boss demanding that “We’ve 


got to talk,” or your six-year-old asking 
“Daddy, where’s the dinghy?” 


Aor eae. ~4 


When I heard the call, I was 
down in the cabin and perfectly 
primped for dinner. The wind was 
testing the anchor of our 42-foot 
sailboat and the night had gone 
dark. Damn dark. I had no choice 
but to leap up on deck to see if my 
daughter, Teal, was yanking my 
chain. Nope! The dinghy was gone. 
At the edge of my night vision I 
could see the gray inflatable moving 
into the darkness. Not one to hesi- 
tate, I stripped to my underwear 
and dove in. My wife Blair, ever the 
resourceful one, beamed in on the 
dinghy with a flashlight. It was already 30 yards downwind 
and moving fast. As I churned through the water, I could 
only remember the advice of the British Virgin Island 
Cruising Guide: “Never swim at night.” And they weren’t 
talking about phantom jellyfish. 
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Valiant crew of the 
Soul Healer. 


And, I had another problem. As soon as [ hit 
the water, my undies slipped to my ankles. Then, 
suddenly, they were gone. I don’t think I’ve ever 
felt quite so vulnerable as that night, fully 
exposed to the creatures that lurk in the dark and 
deep. Believe me, I was motivated to reach that 
boat! Every few strokes, ’'d get a visual on the 
dinghy and Mark Spitz-it as hard as I could. 
Several other boats heard the commotion and 
assisted with their flashlights as well. After what 
seemed like a half mile, I was near exhaustion but finally 
caught the rubber dinghy and flopped into it like a limp rag, 
with at least four spotlights glaring off my flour-white bum. 
With my final shred of strength, I pull-started the engine and 
putted back to the boat. 

I'd like to blame my wife or daughter for their sub-par 
knot tying. But I had tied the dinghy, and paid the price. 
My family suffered only mild embarrassment. Believe me, 
they’re used to it. Just another misadventure of my life 
in paradise. 

We had signed up for a family adventure. Not just diving, but 
sailing, diving, snorkeling, rock climbing, beachcombing, 
exploring and naked dinghy chasing. So far, so good. A couple 
of months earlier, I’d hooked up with the Moorings, the inter- 
national sailboat charter company, with bases from the Bahamas 
to Polynesia to the Mediterranean. We settled on the British 
Virgin Islands because the sailing is phenomenal, the snorkeling 
is better, and the diving is diverse. You won’t find the sheer 
walls like Cayman, Belize or Bonaire, but the BVI provides 
enough good diving and clear water to satisfy most bubble 
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junkies. As a total destination, it’s top shelf. And there’s no bet- 
ter place for your child to learn the love of snorkeling. Before 
the trip, Teal had made a few laps in Mommy and Daddy’s 
bathtub. By the end of the week, we just did our best to keep up. 

“Aaooo,” she’d babbled into the snorkel, “ook ad adt boo 
iss.” Translation: “Wow, look at that blue fish.” 

And she got an eyeful every day. We saw a bunch of turtles, 
two schools of squid, an Eagle Ray leaping from the water, 
plenty of barracuda, tons of pastel parrotfish, some Peacock 
Flounder, lobsters, a free-swimming Spotted Moray Eel and 
hundreds of, as Teal would say, “blue fish and yellow fish and 
black fish and purple fish and fish with yellow stripes and 


The wreck of the Ahone. 


fish with blue spots and....” 
Well, you get the picture. If it 
sparked an old veteran like me, 
you can imagine the charge it 
sent through a 6-year-old. 
And that was just snorkeling. 
She’s not ready to join us on 
the dives. But it won’t be long. 
If the thought of spending a 
week on a boat turns you green, 
there are first class, land-based 
resorts scattered around the 
BVI. One of the most spectac- 
ular is on Virgin Gorda at Little 
Dix Bay, with its stunning pri- 
vate beach and golf course. Or, 
if boating is your preference 
and you want a really BIG ves- 
sel, you can book with the 
world’s largest trimaran, the 
100-plus-foot Cuan Lan, 
famous for its top-notch live- 
aboard diving operation. The 
advantage of the Cuan Law is 
that it covers the whole island 
chain, which is exactly what we 
did on our own private boat. 
Commonly called bare- 
boats, there are several compa- 
nies with a fleet for charter. 
You can go fancy with a cap- 
tain and a chef, or, if you trust 
your boating skills, go solo. As 
it turns out, the term bareboat 
ain’t what it used to be. The 
only thing bare out there was 
me after a dinghy. These boats 
are fully stocked. Ours had 
auto pilot, GPS, cell phone, 
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refrigerator/freezer, outdoor grill and, most importantly, all 
the bath and kitchen goodies. We weren’t forced to spend a 
fortune on salt, pepper, mayo, toilet paper, dish soap and 
stuff we’d use for a week, then leave for the maid service to 
take home. It even had Tabasco, charcoal, zip-bags and 
Tupperware. Ooo la la. 

Besides stunning beaches, gorgeous water, extremely 
friendly locals and quaint beach communities, part of the 
charm of the BVIs is the isolation. There’s no major airport 
and the islands are thinly populated. They’ve only recently 
been hit with cruise ships, and those are the small ones. It’s 
possible to fly into Beef Island on hopper flights via Puerto 


SKIN DIVER SEPTEMBER 2002 45 











Rico, St. Thomas and 
a few other near isles, 
but probably the easi- 
est itinerary 1s landing 
in St. Thomas, then 
jumping on a ferry to 
Tortola. St. Thomas 
handles big jets direct 
from New York, 
Atlanta, Houston, 
etc., then there’s ferry 
service galore. Once 
you're on your boat, 
you have the freedom 
of Columbus, with a 
lot better food. 
Our water-based mobile home was the Soul Healer. 
Ironically, we arrived the day after Easter, so we'd already 
been working on our souls for a day or so. Made in the USA 
by the French company Beneteau, the boat was cushy 
enough for the most dedicated couch potato. Even though 
there’s no air conditioning, we ran the fans all night and 
stayed cool, even tucking under a blanket most nights. 
Having sailed the Caribbean on my own boat in a past life, 
sailing is in my blood. But it had been so long since I had 
lived aboard that Id lost that pure feeling of riding-the-wind 
freedom. The heck with Iran, Iraq, OPEC and all the oil 
pushers. Wind power is the ticket, baby. We were in control 
of our own destiny. And, there was the therapy of lying back 
in the cockpit of a sailboat with the wind keeping us cool and 








GETTING THERE: There are no direct flights to the BVI from the US. or Canada. The easiest way to get there is 
to fly to San Juan, Puerto Rico or St. Thomas, U.S.V.1, and continue to your destination via inter-island flights or ferry 
service from St. Thomas. American Airlines, Delta and US Airways have direct flights from several U.S. destinations to 
St. Thomas and St. Croix. Most flights from Europe connect via Miami or San Juan before flying on to St. Thomas. 
There's a U.S. $10 air tax when leaving the British Virgin Islands. BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. The rainy season is September through December; 
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the sun gently browning our skin. The stress simply evapo- 
rates as you slide silently through the water. That is, if you’re 
sailing in a place as perfectly laid out as Sir Francis Drake 
Channel. In sailing lingo, the channel is all line-of-sight nav- 
igation and easy enough for Teal to handle. You see an island 
you like, you point toward it, then sail or motor there. About 
20 miles long and 3 or 4 miles wide, the channel is defined by 
about a dozen major islands that roughly form an oval and 
help to minimize the wave action. But there’s still plenty of 
wind to whisk you wherever your heart desires. 

When we arrived in Tortola, we spent the first night on the 
boat in the Moorings marina. At first blush, we were tempted 
not to leave. In addition to a couple of hundred shiny new 
monohulls and catamarans ready for action, they have a pool, 
restaurant, hotel and grocery store, all on site. It’s a clean, 
modern facility with plenty of friendly, helpful folks. That 
kicked our trip off with the right vibe. After provisioning with 
the essentials—rum, limes and ice—we finally dragged Teal 
out of the pool and blasted out of the harbor. A 15-knot east- 
ern wind pushed us across Sir Francis Drake in about an hour. 
By early afternoon we were anchored in Little Harbor on Peter 
Island and snorkeling the shore reefs. Teal’s first experience 
was like magic. The multi-colored Christmas Tree Worms, 
featherdusters and scores of fish put her in the clouds. “I feel 
like Pm in a dream,” she told me. “Me, too,” I agreed. 

We picked Little Harbor because we’d gotten plenty of 
advice before the trip. We consulted with folks who’d been to 
the BVI, we read the BVT Cruising Guide (a must read) and we 
studied the charts (which have all the good anchorages 
marked). Little Harbor wasn’t part of the mainstream and 
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the driest is January through March. Water conditions are calmest April through August. Peak tourist season 
is December through April. Hurricane season is September and October. Topside Climate: Winter 73 to 82°F; oe 


summer 79 to 88°F. Water Temperature: On average, winter 72°F; summer 86°F. Exchange Rate: 
The U.S. dollar is the official currency of the BVI. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus | 


hour. No daylight-saving time. Live-aboards: [rimarine Boat Company 
(Cuan Law) (800) 648-339 www.bvidiving.com Dive 
Operators: (Tortola) Aquaventure Scuba Services (284) 

494 4320 www.aquaventurebvi.com * Baskin In the Sun (800) F 
650-2084 www.baskininthesun.com * BlueWater Divers (284) 494- 

2847 www.ultimatebvi.com/bluewater * Prospect Reef Resort (800) 
356-8937 www.prospectreef.com © Underwater Safaris (800) 537-7032 
www.underwatersafaris.com (Wirgin Gorda) Dive BVI (800) 848-7078 www.dive 





John Van Dyke 


bvi.com * Kilbride’s Sunchaser Scuba (800) 932-4286 www.come.to/bvi Resorts: Leverick Bay Resort 
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(800) 848-7081 www.virgingordabvi.com * The Bitter EndYacht Club (800) 872-2392 www.beyc.com RESOURCES: BV 
Tourist Board, Tortola (284) 494-3134 www.bviwelcome.com * Lonely Planet Guide to the BV] www.lonelyplanet.com * Moon Handbooks www.moon.com ° Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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only a handful of boats were there—a nice departure from 
some of the larger harbors, like the Bight on Norman 
Island, where you can find up to a hundred boats. 

From there we took a general counter-clockwise course 
that most of the boats follow. Norman to Peter Island; 
Peter to Cooper; Cooper to Virgin Gorda and so on. 
Along the way we snorkeled and dove all the hot spots. 
The Indians at Norman Island, the wreck of the Rhone, 
the Seal Dogs, George Dog and more. The great part is 
that it’s all so close and so easy. The Rhone, used as the set 
for the underwater scenes in the movie 7he Deep, is still 
surprisingly intact after 135 years. We had a fair current, 
which can get stiff from time to time, but it’s a must see. 
The same is true of the 245-foot Chikuzen. It was plant- 
ed there by dive operators and has garnered a plethora of 
marine life. It’s also one of the few places you'll find 
pelagics in the BVIs. Because it’s in unprotected waters, 
the wind has to slow down considerably in order for you 
to get there comfortably. 

Our dive guide on the Rhone was Joe Giacinto, owner of 
Dive BVI. Joe’s a New York transplant who has been in 
the BVIs since the 1970s. With a base of operations in 
Virgin Gorda and satellite shops in several other loca- 
tions, Joe can handle land-based divers or bareboaters 
throughout the BVI. With bareboaters, the big thing is 
rendezvous diving. 

“Rendezvous diving is great but has some limitations,” Joe 
explained. “People will call us one afternoon from Norman 
Island and say, ‘I want to dive the Rhone in the morning’. 
Unfortunately, it’s just too far of a run from there. 

“It’s best to check the dive operator’s schedules before 
the trip,” Joe said. “Then you can be sure to dive the 
Rhone or Chikuzen or whatever when an operator is 
scheduled to go there. Also, bareboaters will have the best 
luck if they’re nearby a particular dive site rather than 
calling from the extreme reaches of the island chain.” 

In addition to expert dive guiding, Joe also led us to one of 
the Caribbean’s best restaurants, Chez Bamboo on Virgin 
Gorda. I didn’t feel bad about indulging on lobster curry and 
filet mignon, because we’d spent about six hours that day 
snorkeling among the mystical boulders at the Baths. 

For all the BVI has to offer, the Baths are the creme de la 
creme. Set under a cloudless sky that day, the Baths were 


“Ook ad adt boo iss!” Translation: “Look at that blue fish!” 





stunning just to look at. Underwater, though, Teal was 
instantly transformed into the Little Mermaid exploring 
Arial’s Grotto. The boulders form hidden caves and pools 
that you can spend hours investigating. In fact, we had so 
much fun we spent two days there and decided to forgo a trip 
to Jost Van Dyke. 

We ended our adventure off of Marina Cay, a post-card 
perfect island with an excellent restaurant and bar with a 
spectacular view. It was a fitting place to complete our 

adventure, and an easy down-wind sail back to the 
Moorings dock in Roadtown harbor. On the final 
morning, as the sun crept up and I brewed a cup of 
coffee, Teal hopped up on deck and yelled down to 
me. “Daddy, the dinghy is missing!” “Crap,” I 
muttered, spilling hot coffee down my leg and 
bumping my head as I stumbled up the compan- 
ionway. When I looked out, the dinghy was tied 
securely to the stern. “Just kidding, Daddy,” she 
giggled. “Gotcha!” 

I shot her the cooked eye and slunk back into the 
cabin. In just six days, she’d become an expert 
snorkeler and a pretty damn good jokester. Yep, I 
was truly a proud papa. 
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Pacific and Caribbean Costa Rica differ greatly 
(Left) An idyllic reefscape found approximately one 
mile from the Caribbean coastline. (This page) The 

lush rainforest of Carrillo National Park. 
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hy am I “hanging out” in 
Costa Rican treetops on 
the first day of my scuba 
vacation? Why not? The 
thrill and adventure of Costa Rica is not 
limited to her phenomenal underwater 
opportunities, It is a mistake to visit this 
country and not investigate some of the 


snorkeling in the Pacific, off 


the coast of Manuel Antonio 
National Park, | eal. way to 
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land adventures as well. Nowhere else in 
the world provides more to do in such a 
small geographic area. Here you will 
find the quintessential eco-vacation 
where you can combine scuba, rafting, 
kayaking, hiking, horseback riding, 
exploring and more. 

Costa Rica is a thin stretch of isthmus 


sandwiched between Nicaragua and 
Panama, and well known to travelers for 
its amazing eco-adventure opportuni- 
ties. Here divers can sample the gentle 
diving of the Caribbean, the large 
pelagics of the Pacific and still reserve 
time to sample some amazing terrestrial 
biodiversity. 

~mge [he volcanic “Cordillera 
_ Central” divides alluvial 
Caribbean lowlands from 
the Pacific beaches. Scuba 
diving experiences on the 
Pacific and Caribbean coasts 
are radically different. The 
largest diving draw of 
Pacific Costa Rica is the 
immense schools of fish and 
large pelagics. These ani- 
mals are drawn to this area 
by the consistent nutrient 
rich upwellings that occur 

along the coast. 

There is a wide range of 
diving destination options 
for visitors to the Pacific side. 
On this trip I opt to go to 
Playa del Cocos—one of the 
oldest diving hubs in the 




















country. Here, there are several dive 
operators and destinations from which 
to choose. I am most eager to visit the 
Murcielagos or “Bat Islands.” 

After arriving at the dive center, we 
load up the gear into our panga and 
make our way north along the coast, 
until we reach the Bat Islands. I am 
hoping to see a Bull Shark. I have never 
encountered one, and have been told 
that these large predators are frequent- 
ly spotted patrolling these waters. 

I backroll into pure blue and kick 
straight down to the reef. The fish take 
refuge from the constant current by 
hiding in the rocky crevices. I look off 
onto the sand flats and spot a school of 
Eagle Rays. The school is large and I 
quickly move in for a closer look. By 
the time I get there, the rays disappear 
but that’s okay, as ’'m mostly preoccu- 
pied with my shark hunt. In my 
search, I come upon several sleeping 
Whitetip Sharks. At about 5 feet in 
length, these large fish are common to 
these reefs. These are one of the few 
shark species that can continue to 
breathe while not moving forward; 
they use a muscular gill pump to bathe 
their gills with oxygenated water as 


A diver trailing a dense school of of jacks; 


they rest on the bottom. 
My bubbles eventually 
awaken the trio and they 
saunter into the blue. 
Still no Bull Sharks 
appear. 

I start my ascent and 
join several other divers 
at 10 feet for a safety stop. 
There, we are all awarded 
with a spectacular show. 
Out of the blue swims a 
6-foot sailfish. Headed 
straight toward our group, it veers at 
the last moment and flares its massive 
dorsal fin. It swims several figure- 
eights, each time thrusting its large 
dorsal fin upwards as it comes about. 
Perhaps the sailfish realizes we are not 
a threat; perhaps it just gets bored. 
Either way, it eventually swims off. 
Before hoisting myself into the panga, I 
look into the dark abyss beneath, cer- 
tain I just missed the large Bull. 

Although it’s possible to drive from 
the Pacific to the Caribbean coast 
within hours, I choose to spend a few 
days meandering through the country- 
side. Costa Rica is Central America’s 
model of stability, geography and bio- 


these fish are common along the Pacific coast. 


Whitetip Sharks often “sleep” in 
the sand during daylight hours 
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GETTING THERE: Almost all major U.S. carriers fly into San Jose (the capital), arriving at San José’s Jua " 
Santamaria international airport. International flights have a departure tax of around US$I7. There are two a 
domestic airlines, SANSA and Travelair, and a regional airline, TACA Regional Airlines. It’s also possible to travel 
overland to Costa Rica from the USA, crossing Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. SANSA (011) 
506-221-9414 www.tacaregional.com © Travelair (O11) 506-220-3054 www.travelair-costarica.com 
COSTA RICA FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Depends upon what you want to s 
The green season is lush and animal behavior is rampant in the rainforest. Unfortunately, this season 
also brings frequent showers. The rainy season lasts from May to December. Topside Climate: 
average annual temperatures range from 89°F on the coast, to 62°F inland. The mountain regions 
much cooler. Water Temperature: Water temperatures average around 80°F. Frequent thermocli 
cause this temperature to fluctuate. Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 356.270 (Colones). U.S. dollar is 
accepted, especially in tourism centers such as the Gulf of Papagayo and San Jose. Time Difference: E 
Standard Time minus | hour. Live-aboards & Dive Operators: Aguila de Osa (800) 948-3770 www, 
america.com * Bill Beards Diving Safaris (877) 853-0538 www.diving-safaris.com * Ocotal Beach & Resort (011) 506- 
www.ocotalresort.com * Resort Divers of Costa Rica (011) 506-672-0106 www.resortdivers-cr.com * Rich Coast Diving (800) 4- 
costarica.com © Mario Vargas Expeditions (011) 506-670-0351 www.divexpeditions.com Resorts: Ocotal Beach & Resort (011) 50¢ 
Hotel Don Carlos (O11) 506-221-6707 www.doncarlos.co.cr RESOURCES: Tourism Board (800) 343-6332 www.tourism-costarica.com 


A snake sticks out its tongue, while 
sunning on a bromeliad. 
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diversity. The country’s center is forti- 
fied with land spectacles and adventure. 
At 12,533, Mt. Chirripo is Costa Rica’s 
highest peak, and no more than 50 miles 
from either coast. 

The country also boasts a 90 percent 
literacy rate. The country abolished their 
army years ago, and instead diverted 
government money into the most 
sophisticated educational program in 


Central America. This amazing under- 
taking was made possible through the 
“Reciprocal Assistance Rio Treaty.” 
This agreement ensures that any attack 
on Costa Rica would be considered 
an attack on the entire Western 
Hemisphere; all pact members (includ- 
ing the United States) would race to 


their aid. Costa Rica has also invested in 
her future in other ways. Strong tourism 
programs have developed, and one time 
poachers and hunters now lead tours as 
naturalist guides. 

The majority of Costa Rica’s main 
roads are paved and if you stay on these 
main transport arteries, it is difficult to 
get lost. However, getting lost is one of 
the best ways to get to know any coun- 


Schooling squid in Caribbean waters. 


try. With that in mind, I set off to expe- 
rience some of Costa Rica’s diversity— 
organic and not. 

San Jose sits in the “Meseta Central.” 
Here, the high elevation keeps tempera- 
tures relatively cool. About 70 percent of 
the country’s population lives here. Pizza 
Hut, KFC, galleria malls and multiplex 








theaters are found everywhere. The 
local penchant for exploiting car horns 
can get the better of visitors. Currently 
clogged with vehicles, San Jose’s nar- 
row streets were originally designed for 
carriages, not the enormous automobile 
traffic it experiences today. But it is a 
great place for setting up tours, as the 
city is the hub of all major roadways 
and the logical launch point for most 
expeditions. Mine would be a solo trek 
to the Caribbean coast. 

Costa Rica’s Caribbean reefs are still 
extremely unexplored. Scuba diving 
this area requires determination and a 
large dose of pioneering spirit. The 
region’s dive operators 
seem to come and go. 
Over the last 10 
years there has 
never been = any 
guarantee that 
scuba hopefuls would 
be able to find local 
equipment and support. 
Knowing that I might dive 
virgin sites, makes it worth the 
inconvenience of bringing my 
own gear from San Jose. 

Although the seas on both the Pacific 
and Caribbean sides are unpredictable, 
the Caribbean tends to be calmer and 
clearer from August until the beginning 
of November. In addition, the 
Caribbean coast is very shallow. Most 
sites can be easily accessed while snor- 
keling, and can be great places to visit 
with non-divers who are interested in 
sharing the underwater experience. 

I maneuver my rental car to a beach 
a few kilometers north of Puerto Viejo 
and pull off the main road onto a nar- 
row dirt path. After lugging my gear 
across the white sandy beach, I search 
the clear waters for clues of the best 
point of entry. I wade out and snorkel 
for a few minutes, before I spot a series 
of portals through the reef, in-and-out 
holes that command investigation. 
Decorating the periphery of these 
entryways are small sea fans and 
sponges. On one of the fans, I see a 
delicate Flamingo Tongue and several 
crimson brittle stars. I continue 
exploring the lattice and find a sleep- 
ing turtle dozing on one of the under- 
water ledges. He seems undisturbed 
even when I swim close; he opens one 
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Cocos Island is located more than 300 miles off Costa Rica’s Pacific coast and 
attracts divers with its incredible pelagic sightings. Large numbers of fish swarm 
around the rocky coastline to feed and be cleaned, as well as massive schools 
of Scalloped Hammerheads. Dolphins, rays, sharks, tuna and other big-thrill 
species make Cocos one of diving’s hottest destinations. 

Granted World Heritage status by UNESCO in 1997, it is enjoying the pro- 
tections many other environmentally significant regions could also use. 
UNESCO is the United Nations’ division that oversees matters of educa- 
tional and scientific import. Under this umbrella, a list of globally sig- 
nificant sites is maintained. This inventory of “World Heritage Sites” 
includes such prestigious titles as the Grand Canyon and the 
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Although admission is competitive, Cocos Island was accepted based upon 
several factors. Located on the Cocos Ridge, it is bathed by a variety of oceanic currents. 
Water temperatures, as well as flora and fauna, range widely, making Cocos Island a liv- 
ing biological laboratory. Cocos is the only place in the world where these disparate species 
coexist. —ANDREA PETERSON AND GEORGIENNE BRADLEY 
For more information, visit www.unesco.org/whc/heritage. htm. 


eye, then returns to his slumber. 

Whether you decide to dive, snorkel 
or stay dry, this side of the country is 
not to be missed. The lack of an 
advanced road system means the area 
has remained pristine. It is the prover- 
bial “real” Costa Rica. 

The national parks are largely 
unvisited and the surrounding lands 
remain undeveloped. This is the 
home of many of Costa Rica’s star 
animal species, including gentle three 
toed sloths and brilliant red-eyed tree 
frogs. Guest homes and hotels in the 
countryside are few and far between. 
I always stay at the Aviarios del 
Caribe Bed & Breakfast, about 6 miles 
north of Cahuita National Park. This 


sanctuary combines a wildlife refuge 
with a quaint bed and breakfast. 
Located at the mouth of the Estrella 
River, this is a great opportunity for 
visitors to observe a successful animal 
rehabilitation program. For those 
wishing to relax, the second floor 
wraparound balcony is a great place 
to spot birds and other wildlife. Tours 
of the mangrove canals reveal the face 
of yet another ecosystem. 

Above and below water, Pacific 
and Caribbean, Costa Rica is a 
hotbed of biodiversity and adventure 
alternatives. The great mystery, and 
the great pleasure of this country, is 
how it can be home to so many 
worlds. 
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A Bronze Whaler patrols the open water. 
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« Eastern Fields 








am > 
Port Mores > “+ : 
. = . GETTING THERE: Point of embarkation for MV Golden Dawn is Port Moresby, PNG. | 


You can only get to the Eastern Fields on board the Golden Dawn. Fly Quantas/Air New 
MRAL SEA %* — Tealand through Australia, then Air Niugini/Quantas from points in Australia to Port 
Moresby. EASTERN FIELDS FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Trips 
* to the Eastern Fields are only available in November and December, then again in March. 
Topside Climate: Tropical—hot and humid. Water Temperature: 80 to 84°F. 
Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 2K (Kina). You can exchange at local banks and some operators may exchange. Major credit cards 
are easily used. Small villages take Kina only. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus 14 hours. Live-aboards & Dive 
Operators: M/V Golden Dawn (011) 675-325-6500 www.mvgoldendawn.com Resorts: Loloata Resort (Only 25 minutes from Port 
Moresby, and a great place to stay for land-based diving.) (O11) 675-325-8590 E-mail: loloata@ daltron.com.pg (included in a variety of 
websites on diving in Papua New Guinea) RESOURCES: Tourism Promotion Authority (O11) 675-320-0211 www.paradiselive.org.pg, 
E-mail: tourismpng @ dg.com.pg 










AUSTRALIA ~ 


The Eastern Fields lie at the end of 
the world’s largest reef structure—the 
Great Barrier Reef. Isolated by time, 
the remains of a volcano cover these 
400 square miles in the northernmost 
section of the Coral Sea. 

After a peaceful night’s sleep cross- 
ing a gently rolling sea, we awake to 
the boat’s namesake, a “golden dawn,” 
at the entrance to the Eastern Fields. 
Rising 4,000 feet from the ocean floor, 
the reefs of the region attract many 
species of pelagic marine life. 
Converging currents and upwellings 
provide the perfect combination to 
bring in schools of Dogtooth, 
Yellowfin, Bluefin Tuna and Wahoo. 

Craig, captain and owner of the 
Golden Dawn, has been exploring the 
Eastern Fields since 1989, and only 
began bringing divers here in 1993. 
Much of the area still remains unex- 
plored, and Craig keeps many of the 
area’s dive sites secret. Otherwise, all 
those wonderful schools of fish might 
wind up on plates in Asian restaurants. 

One of the most impressive dives 
was at a site called Great Wall of 
China, a towering reef system that 
lives up to its name. This vertical wall 
had some of the most spectacular soft 
corals and sea fans we had ever seen. At 
45 feet, the colors were blinding. 
Anthias, damselfish and _ Coral 
Grouper added to the kaleidoscope. 
Giant soft corals started to appear as 
shallow as 50 feet. Even though we 
were only on our first full day of div- 
ing and had many more locations to 
visit, we agreed that this should be 
dubbed one of the underwater 
“Wonders of the World.” 

Craig does his utmost to provide 


Scratch 
and 
Sniff 


Now your friends smell even better. 


Ah...the sweet smell of success, and nothing is sweeter 
than earning cash and discounts. Get three friends to 
complete their PADI Open Water class and we'll send 
you a check for $100.00. With additional specials on 
travel, equipment and training, the world is your dive 
oyster. So what are you waiting for? Go to padi.com for 
details and your downloadable form today. 





PAvDI 


* PADI employees, PADI IRRA Members, PADI Professionals, and their employees and families 
are not eligible for this program. PADI is not responsible for any late, lost, or undelivered forms. 
This offer is valid in PADI Americas region only and expires 31 December 2002. All complete 
forms must be postmarked by 31 December 2002. See padi.com for official rules and restrictions. 
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¢ 7 Stores Island Wide 

* Maui’s Newest Fleet of Custom Jet-Drive Boats 

° Daily Dives to Molokini Crater & Lana’i Cathedrals 
* Both Molokini Night Dives & Back-Wall Dives 

© SSI/PADI dive Facility 

* Hawan’s Largest Full Service Rental Department 

* Your Complete Source for All Island Activities 


* Discounts on Hotel Reservations, Multiple Activities & Group Rates 
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mauidiveshop.com 
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Jean-Michel Cousteau 


1 : J ISLANDS 


RESORT 


JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L’Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the worlds 
most spectacular land 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada ™ 
North America Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788-0150 o_ 
e-mail: info@fyiresort.com + http//www fiiresort.com ~ 
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divers with the means to maximize their 
experience. Besides five Drager semi- 
closed rebreathers, Nitrox is also made 
available to appropriately certified 
divers—a nice safety advantage when 
making four to five dives per day, as we 
would in this oceanic wonderland. He 
also likes to explore new sites. On our 
trip we would dive a fabulous virgin site, 
discovering monster sea fans between 60 
and 90) feet deep, each fan covered with 
crinoids of all colors. Added to this were 
hundreds of Purple Anthias. 


On our second dive at this site, it was 
time to examine the smaller inhabitants. 
With loads of colorful crinoids, it was 
easy to discover delightful macro sub- 
jects. Clingfish and squat lobster resided 
in many of the crinoids and each tiny 
dweller bore the colors of its landlord. 
Blennies popped their heads out of small 
holes in the coral, curious what all the 
noise was about. There were at least 35 
coral gobies on one sea fan alone, and 
Longnose Hawkfish were pairing up and 
hunting in the branches. 

We also dived EMMO. Dropping onto 
“Eenie,” we watched the terrain change 
at each foot of depth. Healthy hard 
corals, filled with small and colorful fish 
were next to large sponges and sea fans 
that seemed to increase in size and num- 
ber as we moved down the steep slopes. 
On the slopes, near 100 feet—our atten- 
tion was torn between the sharks cruising 
for prey, and soft corals of colossal pro- 
portions. Observing a Bronze Whaler 
Shark was thrilling, but it was the forest 
of soft coral that drew our full attention. 
Starting to show at a depth of 70 feet, 
these “trees” of the coral kingdom were 
cast in hues of red, yellow, pink and pur- 
ple. Many of the giants easily exceeded 8 
feet in height. 

We were near the end of our diving 
when Craig pulled one last bit of magic 
out of his hat at Carl’s Ultimate. 









Discovered a few years ago, it is a dive 
that truly deserves “ultimate” in its 
name. Carl Roessler, the well-known 
underwater photographer, was on that 
first trip and very smitten by what he had 
seen. He was ready to declare mutiny 
rather than leave, after only having a sin- 
gle day to dive this exceptional reef. 
Shaped like an arrowhead, when the 
current rips the action at the point of 
Carl’s is remarkable. Bluefin and 
Dogtooth Tuna moved in to feed on 
the schooling jacks that, in turn, fed 
on the masses of baitfish. Sharks glid- 
ed in, looking for their piece of the 


Anemone 
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action, while overhead, hundreds of 
elegant Chevron Barracuda circled. 

The slack tide on Carl’s Ultimate 
provided time to investigate the minia- 
ture world. Fire Gobies by the hundreds 
danced on the reef ledges; Giant Clams 
in topaz blue and vivid greens decorated 
the reef top; and neon anemones hosted 
a plethora of clownfish. After five dives 
on this site, we still craved more. 

Indeed, the remoteness of the 
Eastern Fields, and their location at 
the crossroads of such biologically 
rich currents, make this volcanic grave 
a wellspring of life. 
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GRAND PRIZE: 
~The winner's photo on the 
cover of the December 2002 
issue of Skin Diver 
magazine!* 


Skin Diver's 
Second Annual 





Skin Diver’s.. 7 

First Annual - 
Cover Contest ~ 7;;!) °°, 
Winner— 4, Tinto! 
Katherine Smith 


Caribbeavw ~ 
Encounters ~ 
From Small Critters to” re, ‘ 
Super-predators : 

- 


Strobe Arut » 
Kama Sutra 


| Positioning your strabes for 
gy 
photographic enlightenment 
° ry’ 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. 
The editors of Skin Diver will select five 
finalist images. These images will be post- 
ed on Skin Diver Online by August 1, 2002, 
and Skin Diver readers will help select the 
winner. Runner-up photos will be featured 
in the December 2002 issue. 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize 
will include a first-time use payment of $800. Each sub- 
mission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (pho- 
tos will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible 
for lost or damaged submissions. Entries submitted with- 
out entry fee will be disqualified. 
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TAKING A 
SPIN THROUGH 
TurTLE TOWN 


THEY USED TO CALL IT THE “DIME 
Store Turtle.” The Red-eared Slider. 
And it was usually the first introduction 
that most kids had into the world of tur- 
tles. The sliders were small, easy to find 
and could be cared for easily in a tank of 
freshwater. But lately I’ve noticed that 
these former kid favorites have taken a 
backseat in popularity to the giant sea 
turtles that roam the Earth’s oceans. 

At every event I attend, at every 
school I visit, kids want to know every- 
thing there is about sea turtles. No 
offense to the Sliders, but it’s easy to see 
why these animals have caught the atten- 
tion of the youngest generation. 
Weighing in at up to 1,400 
pounds, sea turtles are truly 
among the most magnificent, 
beautiful creatures of the sea, 
with a story filled with more 
peril and adventure than any 
fiction writer could dream up. 
And what kid can resist that? 

Right from the start, sea tur- 
tles fight the odds. They hatch, 
unprotected, on __ beaches 
around the world, then embark 
on a unique race for survival. 
After they dig their way free of their 
nest, they must orient themselves to the 
brightest horizon, then make a run for 
the sea. Too slow, and they face dehy- 
dration or become dinner for flocks of 
circling birds and roaming crabs. 

Later, they’ll have run-ins with sharks, 
big fish and virtually any other predator 
with an empty stomach. And if, by some 
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incredible luck, they beat those odds, they 
face a lifetime avoiding trawler nets, tuna 
log lines, hunters and accidental ingestion 
of human garbage. Not exactly the sim- 
ple life. In fact, you might say it’s enough 
to make the Red-eared Sliders’ lifestyle 
look like a weekend at Club Med. 

Everyone likes to root for an underdog 
and, certainly, no animal qualifies for that 
like a sea turtle. Maybe that’s the attrac- 
tion kids have to these animals. All six 
species of sea turtles in the United States 
are protected under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973. Asa diver, encoun- 
tering even a single sea turtle is always a 
fantastic experience. So you could imag- 
ine my excitement several years ago 
when I discovered what I could only 
describe as a city of sea turtles in my own 
backyard, less than a quarter mile from 
my home on the North Shore of Oahu, 
HI, near Haleiwa Harbor. 

At the insistence of a dive buddy who 
wanted to show me a new “secret spot,” 
I grabbed my underwater camera and 


Sea turtles—the “underdogs” 
of the ocean. 


we walked down the beach. Offshore, I 
saw jet skis roaring across the water, 
then doubling back with dizzying speed. 

“That’s the secret spot?” I said. 

My friend laughed. “None other.” 

Needless to say I was skeptical as we 
entered the water and kicked out 
toward all the activity, dodging one 
craft after another. I had known the area 
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harbored plenty of caves and lava tube 
tunnels, but I was completely unpre- 
pared for what I saw as we emptied our 
BCs and started to look around. 
Moving in every direction, like an after- 
noon rush hour, were more than one 
hundred sea turtles. Ironically, it 
seemed that the watercraft in the area 
provided a safe haven, scaring away 
predators, like Tiger Sharks, who are 
known for feeding on the turtles. 

A very large male Green Sea Turtle 
greeted us almost immediately. This 
guy was very curious and seemed to 
know my friend. We followed the turtle 
down 40 feet to the reef, where at least 





50 of these beautiful animals rested on 
top of a lava formation. None of them 
seemed bothered by the two strange- 
looking visitors. I supposed they fig- 
ured it was only a matter of time before 
all the people rushing around up top 
started poking around below. 

With so many turtles congregated in 
one place, it was easy to see their subtle 
physical and behavioral differences. 
Some were shy and swam off. Others 
were curious and tentatively approached 
us. And some, like our escort, were even 
friendly, inviting us to continue explor- 
ing their world. For 40 minutes the large 
turtle stayed by our side and guided us 
through one of the most fantastic jour- 
neys I have ever experienced. 

In a way, I felt like a kid that after- 
noon. It was impossible not to. This 
was, with all due respect to the Red- 
eared Sliders, the ultimate turtle adven- 
ture. To be welcomed by these turtles 
on their own terms was an experience 
beyond words. But I know the next time 
I meet with a group of kids, ’m going 
to have to find a way to tell them about 
my afternoon in Turtle Town. 
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Plaza Villas-Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire’s Western Shore within minutes 
of the airport and town. 26 stylish apartments overtook, lush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share amenities with the nearby Plaza 
Resort Bonaire or simply relax at your exclusive home away from home. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 


Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: www.plazavillas.com 
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Plaza Resort Bonaire/Toucan Diving 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire's premier luxury oceanfront resort with 200 
spacious suites and villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI ***** Gold Palm Resort 
and NAUI/IDD «+++ Dive Center (with "Nitrox, TEC/REC), IDC Training 
Center & SASY, photo and video shop, ‘casino, spaiand fitness center, tennis, 
pool, watersports, boat, car and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, con- 
ference center and more! Great shore diving from our beach & pier 24 hours 
a day. 

Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 

781-821-6016 

Fax: 781-821-1568 


Email: info@plazaresortbonaire.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 
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Now your friends smell even better. 


Ah...the sweet smell of success, and nothing is sweeter than earning cash and 
discounts. Get three friends to complete their PADI Open Water class and we'll 
send you a check for $100.00. With additional specials on travel, equipment and 
training, the world is your dive oyster. So what are you waiting for? Go to 
padi.com for details and your downloadable form today. 





PADI 


padi.com 





* PADI employees, PADI IRRA Members, PADI Professionals, and their employees and families are not eligible for this program. PADI is not 
responsible for any late, lost, or undelivered forms. This offer is valid in PADI Americas region only and expires 31 December 2002. All complete 
forms must be postmarked by 31 December 2002. See padi.com for official rules and restrictions. 
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f you ever need to make a” 


wager on who knows the 

most about shipwrecks off 

Grand Cayman, put your 

money on Sergio Conconi, 
manager of Don _ Foster’s Dive 
Cayman, Ltd. Not only is the Buenos 
Aires, Argentina-native an authority on 
locating the wrecks, he’s also attuned to 
their history and demise. 

“The ship’s story is what grabs the 
diver and pulls him in,” Sergio says, “and 
won't let go until he knows its past and 
explores its remains. They’re all intrigu- 
ing, but few surpass the Balboa.” 

Night descended on George Town 
Harbor, as first mate Gareth Ingram tied 
into the buoy that marks the boiler of the 
Balboa, Grand Cayman’s “Gift from 
God.” Its cargo of lumber washed 
ashore when the 375-foot freighter sank 
in the harbor during a fierce hurricane in 
1932. The captain, lugging a strongbox 
as he abandoned ship, vowed he would 
thank God and do something beneficial 
if no one perished in the disaster. 
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‘Making good on his promise, the captain 
used the salvaged funds and lumber to 
build a church on the waterfront, which 
was Clearly visible next to the illuminat- 
ed George Town business district, less 
than 300 yards from our dive site. 

As we dropped 30 feet to the sandy 
bottom, our lights revealed scattered 
wreckage, a result of detonation in 
1957 when the harbor was cleared by 
engineers to increase ship traffic. The 
Balboa is a night dive for the same rea- 
son, aS cruise ships and other vessels 
make it a hazardous daytime descent. 

The night shift—nocturnal fish decked 
out in an array of bright colors—emerged 
from beneath hull plates and iron fasten- 
ings. Someone’s beam picked up an octo- 
pus, a night stalker gliding across an 
anchor chain. A Spiny Lobster, its eyes 
glowing like coals on sticks, foraged for 
crabs, snails and clams. A translucent pink 
cardinalfish swam out from beneath an 
anchor that was so covered with coral and 
tube sponges we could barely tell what it 
was. A green parrotfish, asleep in a cocoon 


Y 


of mucous, a cotled ben 


mast. Fuzzy hard coral polyps, their ten- 
tacles fully extended, fed on plankton that 
drifted in from the debris field. A com- 


“The ship’s story is 


what grabs the diver and 


pulls him in,” Sergio says, 
“and won't let go until he 
knows its past and 


explores 1ts remains.” 


partment, one of the few fragments of 
wreckage rising above the sand, housed 
sponges, anemones and brittle stars. 
When Sergio pointed to the beacon light 
hanging beneath the boat, we knew it was 
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Alison Boyd explores the 
Doc Poulson. 





The Doc Poulson. 
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: Book YOUR DIVE VACATION TODAY! 
ca. 877-462-8392 


www.redsail.com 


GRAND CAYMAN 


3-Day Dive Only Package... 
$270.00 includes: 
Daily two-tank dive 
Red Sail Sports T-shirt 
FREE Night Dive 
FREE Afternoon Boat Dive 
(West Side boats only, space avail.) 
FREE Sunset Cocktail Cruise 
FREE Round of Golf 
(with Hyatt accommodations only) 
Dive packages including 
accomodations are available at: 
Hyatt, Westin, Marriott, 
Holiday Inn and Indies Suites 


ARLIBA 


Prices ore per person and effective from January 2 to December 16, 2002. The above rates do not include airfare or 
hotel accommodations. Unlimited dives are booked on a space available basis and must be booked on island. 
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GRAND CAYMAN 


ARUBA 


Dive Only Packages... 

° 5 Tanks $150, w/Nitrox $185 
8 Tanks $225, w/Nitrox $280 
10 Tanks $275, w/Nitrox $345 


7 Day Unlimited Boat Diving 
just $300! With Nitrox $385 


FREE transportation to/from 
your hotel 


¢ Dive/Hotel packages available 
Three complete watersports 
and dive centers at: Hyatt, 
Allegro, Marriott and on 
Renaissance Island 
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the signal to end the dive. As we headed 
back, our fins created an underwater fire- 
works display of bioluminescence; a fit- 
ting end to an impressive dive. 

Grand Cayman has a full menu of 
diving for every appetite. The deep- 
water tek crowd migrates toward the 
Carrie Lee, a 130-foot-long freighter 
that capsized in 1986 off the north end 
of the island and sank in 240 feet of 
water. In contrast, the whole family can 
snorkel in 6 to 8 feet of water on the 
Pallas, located between South Reef and 
the shore. This 150-foot Norwegian 
freighter is beat up, but provides a great 
wreck experience that few people know 
about. And, there are many, many more. 


Bounty of Wreck 


The Doc Poulson, a small island cargo 
ship, was just as impressive. As Gareth 
led the way, my daughter, Alison, and I 
followed him into the forward com- 
partment, where a 50-pound Goliath 
Grouper greeted us like shipmates. 
It showed no fear, nor did the 
Black Durgons, Blue Tangs and 
Schoolmasters that took refuge in the 
galley and stern. 

The Poulson, one of several ships 
sunk close to Seven Mile Beach, sits 
upright, 50 feet deep, looking like a 
ship that’s getting ready to sail. The 
remains of its searchlight, protruding 
high above the frames of the pilot- 
house, afford an ideal backdrop for 
shutterbugs. 

Not far from the Poulson, off Galleon 
Reef, the Oro Verde’s remains are scat- 
tered in 60 feet of water. The 180-foot 
Panamanian freighter-turned drug 
runner (the ship’s name means Green 
Gold in Spanish) ran aground in North 
Sound in 1976. Bob Soto and other 





engines, boilers, 
winches and superstructure plates 


create a feeling that you're on a 
Sergio, in 


his dives p> J real sunken relic.” 


Ae The Cali, ; 


dive operators purchased the salvage 
rights, stripped the hatches and sank it eee ae Aagrs c 
Pubic Glee Tote. anly the bow SunBreeze Hotel and AquaDives Belize 

Tee Th peti: 1 - Centrally located, spacious a/c rooms, restaurant, bar, 
remains intact. The rest of the ship col- sift chop ais massage studio. 


lapsed years ago, when hurricane winds ee i : “ll - Padi Resort Dive Operator fleet of 42/43 feet boats 


and tidal forces moved it 100 yards ee a em stands ready to service your dive vacation. 
ne cg «ills, - Daily local diving, atoll and blue hole and all 


toward shore. ng 3 dal = "ae peda PADI Courses available. 

When we descended on the Oro ih adage = =72=4 = —_-US‘599" PP 7 NTS, 5 DYS DIVING, AIR TRANSFER 
Verde, we were met at the bow by Jf ” De Call Toll Free: 1-800-688-0191 
French Angelfish and Stoplight www.sunbreeze.net or * www.aquadives.com 
Parrotfish that dined on algae growing 


: a Ramon's Village Resort...sixty-one thatched roof air-conditioned 
on a deck winch, railings and capstans. cabanas hidden beneath coconut palms and lush tropical foliage. 


Peering through spaces where portholes Located on the beautiful island of Ambergris Caye, Belize. 
have been removed, my daughter and I mae TT SSeS an alte inant iia 
spotted Nassau Groupers, Mutton Ramon's Village...a wonderfully 
Snappers and squirrelfish hiding in the intriguing vacation resort! 
shadows. A Trumpetfish hung vertical- preey 925 add grlylgets 
Call 1-800-MAGIC 15 
ly over a catwalk that lay exposed Www.ramons.com 
among the rusty remains scattered Info@ramons.com 
across the bottom. A barracuda, porgies 
and Blue Runners cruised the perimeter 
of the wreck, which was strewn with 
valves and other ships’ fittings. 
While the Poulson and Oro Verde are 
two popular offshore sites, the Cal: and 
the David Nicholson are two favorite 
shore dives. The Cal, built in 1900 and 
named after a city in Columbia, South 
America, is only 100 yards offshore. 
Springing leaks while sailing from 
Ecuador to Cuba, the 206-foot-long grain Belize’s Scuba Information Site 
carrier put in at George Town Harbor. Its a enn - 
cargo of grain and aa swelled when it got =Cubadivingbelize.com 
wet, Causing rivets to pop at critical points One Stop Shopping! 
on the hull. When the water pumps awe Sp aciale fae $425,00 
failed, the captain ran his ship aground on Kiscautt air (rom al] OS cles 
a sand patch right in front of what is now 
Don Foster’s Dive Shop. 
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Liveaboard Diving 


CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 
SABA - ST. KITTS 


7 day diving expeditions 
depart each Saturday from 
St. Maarten and St. Kitts. 


Limited to 16 guests per trip. 


, wy Bere OREN 
GREAT BARRIER 
REEF & 
CORAL SEA 


Diving expeditions from 4 to 10 days, 
from Cairns to Lizard Island and 
the Far North. 


Limited to 18 guests per trip. 


mo minieceazieamerlib 


1-800-322-3577 

Outside US/Canada call 1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 

e-mail: sdminfo@explorerventures.com 


www.expiorerventures.com 


ABOARD DIiViNsG 


EXPLORER ‘Y VENTURES 


Unique Dive Experiences. 
Exceptional Value. 
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Bottom time is staggering in these 
20-foot depths, where the engines, 
boilers, masts, ribs, winches and super- 
structure plates create a feeling that 
you're on a real sunken relic. Sergio 
says, “Battered, yes, but historically 
significant. You don’t find many four- 
masted sailing ships, later fitted with 
twin diesel engines, whose major parts 
haven’t rusted away.” 

Agelis Sponges on the Cali, spread 
over star coral like spilled paint, attract- 
ed Queen Angelfish and Fairy Basslets. 
A Speckled Moray, Sergeant Majors 
and Bluehead Wrasses darted in and 
out of discarded conduits. 

The David Nicholson, sunk in 1990 
only 300 yards off Sunset House, is a 
70-foot-long landing craft (L.C.M.) 
used for training dives. But it’s also 
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fun for experienced divers. Cathy 
Church, renowned operator of a photo 
center at Sunset House, says divers 
like to penetrate the engine room of 
the L.C.M., where chromis, hogfish, 
yellowtails and a host of juveniles of 
many species reside. The wheelhouse 
and engine are gone, but the craft sits 
upright in the sand, its drop-landing 
platform lying nearby. 


The Treasure Mystery 

Sergio also has a “secret” shipwreck 
site. On his day off, he took me to what 
looks like the remains of a treasure 
wreck. Sergio says that when he first 
saw it, he thought it was his retirement 
trove, but upon further investigation it 
proved to bea very old turtle schooner, 
one of many built on the shores of 


Skin Diver ¢ Grand Cayman 








GETTING THERE: Cayman Airways flies from Miami (daily), Tampa and Houston / 
to Grand Cayman. Cayman Airways (800) 422-9626 www.caymanairways.com 
GRAND CAYMAN FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. 
Peak season is winter. Topside Climate: May to August, 80°F average; September 
to April, mid-70s°F. Water Temperature: 78 to 82°F. Exchange Rate: | (I 


Dollar = 1.25 US Dollar. USD accepted. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time 
minus one hour. DIVE OPERATORS & LIVE-ABOARDS: Atlantis Submarines 








(345) 949-7700 www.goatlantis.com/cayman * Bob Sotos Reef Divers (888) 695-7400 www.bobsotos 
diving.com.ky * Cayman Aggressor IV (800) 348-2628 www.aggressor.com * Cayman Diving School (345) 949-4729 www.cay 
mandivingschool.com ° Dive 'N Stuff (345) 94-SCUBA www.divenstuff.com * Cathy Church Photo Centre (345) 949-7415 www.cathy 
church.com * Cayman Diving Lodge (800) TLC-DIVE www.divelodge.com * Divers Down (345) 945-1611 www.divers-down.net * Dive 
Tech (345) 949-1700 www.divetech.com * Don Foster's Dive Cayman (800) 83-DIVER www.donfosters.com * Eden Rock Dive Center (345) 
949-1243 www.edenrockdive.com ° Fisheye of Cayman (800) 887-8569 www.fisheye.com * Ocean Frontiers (800) 544-6576 www.ocean 
frontiers.com * Off the Wall Divers (345) 945-7525 www.otwdivers.com * Peter Milburn’s Dive Cayman, Ltd. (345) 945-5770 www.peter 
milburndivecayman.com * Red Baron Chrters (345) 949-9116 www.redbarondivers.com * Red Sail Sports Grand Cayman (877) 462-3567 
www.redsailcayman.com * Seaview Hotel and Dive Resort (345) 945-0558 www.seaviewdivers.com * Sunset House Dive Resort (888) 281- 
3826 www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm ° Tortuga Divers at Morritt's Tortuga Club (800) 447-0309 www.morritt.com * Treasure Island Divers 
(800) 872-7552 www.tidivers.com RESORTS: Cayman Diving Lodge (800) TLC-DIVE www.divelodge.com © Cobalt Coast (866) 622- 
9626 www.cobaltcoast.com * Comfort Suites (800) 517-4000 www.caymancomfort.com ° Holiday Inn (800) HOLIDAY * Morritt's Tortuga 
Club (800) 447-0309 www.morritt.com * Seaview Hotel (345) 945-0558 www.seaviewdivers.com * Sunset House Dive Resort (888) 281- 
3826 www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm * Treasure Island Resort (800) 203-0775 www.treasureislandresort.net RESOURCES: Cayman 
Islands Department of Tourism (800) 346-3313 www.divecayman.ky * Cayman Islands Tourism Association (345) 949-8522 e-mail: 
CITA@ candw.ky * Lonely Planet Guide to Cayman Islands www.lonelyplanet.com ° Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
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Museum. Its exhibits, photos and 
archives account for many major 


shipwreck disasters off Grand Cayman. 


nearby Cemetery Reef. A coral covered mound of ballast 
stones, ribs and metal bars—unfortunately none made of 
gold or silver—aindicates a very old ves- 
sel, possibly from the Cayman Islands’ 
turtle trade of the 1700s. 

The remains of one of His Majesty’s 
Fleet, historically documented as the 
Ten Sails, are off the East end of Grand 
Cayman, where nine merchant ships 
and the Royal Navy frigate H.M.S. 
Convert accidentally grounded in 1794. 
Dr. Margaret Denton, archaeologist for 
the Cayman Islands National Museum, 
combined surveying and excavation of 
the wreck site with research in England, 
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Barbados oldest & largest Hightide Wat@iapone gnats tnennosn 


; established dive facility. 35 years of personalized S@ivigeullaenweGoe: 

France and Jamaica, to write a book, service. PADI, NAUI & ACUC Our 32' boat carriegueiieinnenee 
‘ certification courses & referrals. divers with 2 dive maaiegnaaauenae 

Our Islands Past: The Wreck of the Ten Reef, Wreck & drift dives. "Service is dive sites. Reef, wrecK}@aaanns 
Sails. Her book, and detailed informa- our Goal" "Safety is our Priority" buddy, and computer divine 


with FREE transportation Waiame 
from your hotel are just a smal am 
of what we have to offer. 


tion on the Ten Sails, is available in the 
museum’s gift shop. 

Shipwreck buffs love the National 
Museum. Its exhibits, photos and 
archives account for many major ship- 
wreck disasters off Grand Cayman. ‘The 
archives reveal a Spanish treasure 
galleon route that by-passed the 
Cayman Islands on voyages from 
Panama to Cuba, the ships’ final depar- 
ture port for Spain. Although historical 
records have been located, there are few 
specifics of galleons sunk in the 17th 
Century on the area’s dangerous 
Serranilla Banks. However, Spanish 
coins and cannons found off Grand 
Cayman throughout the years suggest 
that something valuable still lies beneath 
the sands of this remote archipelago. 

Grand Cayman, shaped like a big 
claw, is grabbing more shipwreck divers 
every year. The funny part is, many 
don’t want to escape its clutches when 
they learn that, at last count, 320 ship- 
wrecks are listed in the area. 


our 


rugged, attractive, 


easy-to-use, affordable 
video housings come 
complete with a quality 


underwater color-correc- 

tion filter anda high reso- 

lution wide-angle lens — 

the perfect combination for 
spectacular, professional-looking 
videos. Call us today or visit our 
website for more information. 


Building Video Housings to accommodate all camera makes 
including: Canon*, Hitachi’, JVC*, Panasonic®, Samsung’, Sharp*, Sony® 


Special thanks to Cathy Church, Comfort 
Suites, Sergio Concont, Don Foster’s tks Tea Z 
Diving Ltd. and Meloney Syms. ph.616.32: a WWW. dive-eO LO neon 





Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each 












> sm >. _ @* y Ce out month we bring you the 
$T VALUE IN THE CARIBBEAN 
ALL-INCLUSIVE SPECIAL 


latest in diving media. 


IN SUBMERGED—ADVENTURES 
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COSTA CLUB of America’s Most Elite 

BD AMINGLUSIVE SRECINLE | OS 2 Cnderouser Archeology Tew 
4 FREE single-tank afternoon boat dives 2 | Z underwater archeologist Daniel 
ALL MEALS AND UNLIMITED BAR! 4 > Lenihan relays 25 years of 

P > diving, exploring, preservation 

"efforts and rescue adventures of 

® | the National Park Service. Lenihan has 

4 ' | been diving for the U.S. National Park 







Service as a park ranger and archaeologist 
for nearly 30 years. In 1976, he created 
the U.S. federal gov- 
ernment’s first under- 
| | water archaeological 
© | team, then was 
a appointed the first 


A Adventures and Island Vacations Eb chief of the 
| | , : : Ss Submerged Cultural 
1-888-599-3483 


re ; Resources Unit 
INFO@BAYADVENTURES.COM > WWWBAYADVENTURES.COM = | (SCRU) in 1980. 
Call for discount airfare and more info! Per person dbl. occ. valid 4/1-12/23/02. Holiday restrictions apply. 4 


The name you ae and trust 
in Cozumel since 1984. 
www.diveparadise.com 


’.. 
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In this memoir, 
Lenihan recounts the 
real-life adventures of the SCRU. This 
award-winning unit of the U.S. National 
Park Service is composed of elite 
divers—historians, archeologists and 
photographers—with the mission of 
“surveying, Mapping, investigating and 
protecting the shipwrecks and sites that 
constitute America’s sunken heritage.” 

Covered are SCRU’s explorations 
from 1975 to the present, ranging from 
the first 
expedition 





Submerged— 
Adventures of America’s 
to explore 
Most Elite Underwater 
Peet " and video 
rc eology eam nie USS 
by Daniel Lenihan 
Newmarket Press 
(212) 832-3575 
www.newmarketpress.com 
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surveying 
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Why Bonatre, Bahamas 
Cayman and the 


rf i es Nag depths of Lake Superior, and others. 
a | Lenihan is adept at explaining the 
sem a ailez. { present through the past, and bringing 

‘at . ie the depth of his moments underwater 
4 ee ’ aware | to the surface of the page. 


For information on how to submit a 
product for review in Diver’s Library, 
SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES WITHIN THE U.S. PHONE (800) 800-3487, OUTSIDE 

THE U.S. PHONE (303) 678-0354, OR LOG ON TO WWW.SKIN-DIVER.COM 


contact Ryan Allen at 
allenr@primediacmmg.com. 
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High Style 
On the Seas 
of T&C 


THE AGGRESSOR FLEET IS 
launching a_ new _ live- 
aboard—Turks ©& Caicos 
Aggressor II. In comparison 
to the original Turks & Caicos 
Aggressor, the new vessel will service 


up to 20 divers (vs. 
14), is 120 feet 
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“honeymoon” 
suite. And 
4 while’ divers 
FLEET kick back in the 
The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® salon, they can 
watch “Fish TV,” 
which is a live feed from an under- 
water video camera. As a bonus 
safety feature, there is a video cam- 
era monitoring the dive deck so that 
it can be viewed at all times. 
Additional features are private state- 
rooms with TV/VCR and en suite 
bath, guest salon with entertainment 
center and computer station with e- 
mail, and a spacious sundeck with 
wet bar and hot tub. 

The Turks & Caicos Aggressor IT is 
designed for diving with features like 
personal gear lockers, warm rinse 
showers, large camera tables, E-6 film 
lab, nitrox and two dive tenders with 
outboard motors. Scuba diving char- 
ters aboard the new boat are expected 
to kick off from Providenciales in 
Spring 2003. 

Another upcoming Aggressor 
Fleet event will take place on 
September 28, 2002, when the luxu- 
ry dive yacht Tahiti Aggressor sets off 
on her maiden voyage hosted by 
award-winning filmmaker Stan 
Waterman and legendary underwa- 
ter photographer and author Jim 
Church. Throughout the seven-day 
excursion in  ‘Tahiti’s remote 
Tuamotu Atolls, Waterman and 
Church will share their adventures 
and photo expertise with an audi- 
ence of 16 scuba divers. 

For more information, call (800) 345- 


2628, or visit www.aggressor.com. “> 
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Brand New Facilities at Sand Dollar! 
and Dollar announces the construction of a new pier and guest gear storage facility, schedule for August 
2002 completion! The new facilities are located at the south-end of the property, offering easy drive-up and 

boat access. Bari reef, directly in front of the resort, is rated #1 in species diversity in the Caribbean. Bonaire 
Dive and Adventure will operate facilities headed up by Andre Nahr, former managing director of Sand Dollar 
Dive & Photo. Many familiar faces from the past promise excellent service and great diving! 


Packages Starting At $526 


* Includes 7 night's accommodations in our fully equipped waterfront condominiums. (Prices are per 
person, based on 4 or 6 persons in 2 or 3 bedroom condos. Call for studio or 1 bedroom prices.) 


‘lie * 6 days of unlimited shore diving, 6 boat dives, all service charges and taxes. 
* Up to 2 children (under the age of 12) can stay FREE in any one unit! 
i * Book 5 nights now and receive the 6th FREE, Divers receive the 5th day of diving FREE! 


/ ' Visit Us On The Web: www. sanddollarbouaire into 


© 2002 Swo Dows/are 


Sand Dollar Condominium Resort, Bonaire, N.A. 


U.S: Reservations: 1-800-288-4773, Fax: 407-774-9322 e-mail: usreservations@sanddollarbonaire.info 
Bonaire: (599) 717-8738, Fax (599) 717-8760 ¢ e-mail: info@sanddollarbonaire.info 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle out of 
_ finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 
T | 800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best airfares, 
RN|| dive package deals, planning tips and lodging reviews that 
| will make planning your Bonaire trip a breeze. You can even 
book your trip online at www.BonairePros.com 


— info@bonairepros.com 
\INL/] www.bonairepros.com 
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= A Desert Ocean 


LAS VEGAS USUALLY CONJURES 
up images of flashing lights and 
the always-present ring-a-ding 
sounds of slot machines. When 
you think of Vegas, the last thing 
you think about is water, but at 
Shark Reef aquarium in Mandalay 
Bay Hotel, you'll find plenty of 
water—1.6 million gallons. 


The 90,560 square-foot aquarium 
opened up June 20, 2000, and employs 
50 divers. The divers’ main job is to 
clean the largest exhibit, Shark Reef, 
but they also observe and record the 
sharks’ behavior. Wearing metal mesh 
dive suits, the divers have a 65 to 100 
minute downtime at a depth of 24 
feet. They can also interact with 
visitors by using special Dive-Com 
equipment, which allows the divers 
to talk to visitors, answering questions 
about the 15 different shark species. 

Sand Tiger, Sandbar, Nurse, 
Lemon, Blacktip, Whitetip, Leopard, 
Bamboo, Port Jackson, Zebra, 
Epaulette, Bonnethead and Australian 
Marbled Cat Sharks share space with 
two Green Sea Turtles, snappers and 
jacks in the 360-degree view aquarium. 
Other exhibits include a touch pool, 
crocodile habitat, lizard lounge and sea 
jellies tank. 

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine 
Science Centre of Vancouver, Canada, 
manages Shark Reef, and with the help 
of engineering and designing teams, 
they were able to produce a filtration 
system, which produces the replicated 
seawater needed for the marine life 
housed at the aquarium. In some cases, 
1.6 million gallons of seawater are fil- 
tered through the aquarium’s filtration 
system every 30 to 90 minutes. 

Shark Reef is so much more than an 


PHOTOS: COURTESY SHARK REEF 














aquarium—it’s also a learning center. 
The facilities have education programs 
and field trips for students that include 
classroom activities and a guided tour. 
The programs are designed to educate 
children about marine life and the 
environment. The goal, according to 
Brian Robison, Director of Shark Reef, 
is to “enhance public awareness about 
the conservation of the ocean and 
tropical environments.” 

The aquarium is already expanding 
on awareness through research 
involvement. Currently, it is sponsor- 
ing a Green Sea Turtle off the coast of 
Costa Rica. The project tracks 
Mandy’s (short for Mandalay) move- 
ment and is part of the Caribbean 
Conservation Corporation. The track- 
ing system allows researchers to moni- 
tor these endangered animals and learn 
more about their migratory behavior so 
that they can be better protected. 

When discussions of creating an 
ocean in the middle of the desert were 
started, somebody probably said, 
“What a losing bet.” But Shark Reef 
has proven to be a better gamble than 
any slot machine; bringing roughly 
1,000,000 visitors a year. Despite its 
daunting location, the aquarium has 
beaten the odds and educates visitors 
about our beautiful oceans and marine 
life, while also working toward preser- 
vation. © —DMichelle Danner 
To find out more information, call 
Mandalay Bay 1-877-632-7000 or visit 


www.mandalaybay.com. 
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The-aquarium boasts an 
<= outside exhibit as well. 





People love 
Bonaire and 
the Carib Inn. @ 


“We came to the Carib 
Inn in 1981 and 
after 45 trips there, 


it is still 
2 es Saat : Bruce Bowker’s 


ro9 ' Sonie and CARIB INN 
~ Campbell Wood P.O. Box 68 Bonaire, 
INYesiatelalolalekeeNalill (ess 


Telephone (011) 599-717-8819 
Intimate, Ocean Front Resort on Fax (01 1) 599-717-5295 
the Beautiful Island of Bonaire RESERVATIONS 
| 3 5 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
PAD! Gold Palin Resort with 
E-mail: Bruce @caribinn.com 
‘ull Dive Operation 
Please visit our Web site at: 
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Yes. For our supporters t 
does happen to be greener. 


With your help, The Nature Conservancy can save the Last IN The % 

i NGLUFE? 
Great Places close to your heart and home and around the (CONSCTVAHCY: 
world. Visit nature.org or call 1-888-2 JOIN TNC. ae a 


nature.org 
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~ tio unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right 
from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 


Leh ae oe 
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we ll answer all your questions and send you 


a beautiful brochure. A family operation. 


Travel arrangements 


1-800-282-8952 


Email: ccov@roatan.com www.roatan.com/cocoview.htm 


CoCoViewResort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


Esse Eastern Academy 
Gia Ge of Scuba Education 
Dive into a NEW CAREER with EASE! 


Become a PADI Scuba Instructor in Florida. 


Meals and Room 


INCLUDED 


in all our Career Programs 


* International Job Placement 
* PADI IDC & IE EVERY MONTH 
%* Small and Personal Classes 


Ask about our 
Dive Industry Specialist 
Program 


We conduct a full range of courses, 
including Instructor Crossover Programs, 
EVERY MONTH 


416 Miracle Mile Plaza, ro me 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 | 1-8 00- 73 yp 968 ro Fe) 


Email: ease@deepsix.com 


www.deepsix.com 
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WOMEN DIVERS HALL OF FAME 
Member Jennifer Carter is a 
prominent explorer, whose jour- 
neys have taken her to extraordi- 
nary heights and depths. Jennifer 
was the first woman to dive the 
RMS Titanic (She made the dive 
to 12,500 fsw in a submersible 
during the 1987 expedition, which 
she led), and she has also skydived 
from 12,500 feet (the two feats 
together established a world record). 
Since 1972, Jennifer has worked as a 
cinematographer, producer and writer. 
She authored the book Titanic 
Adventure and produced the National 
Geographic films The Sharks and The 
Great Whales (Emmy Award, 1978). 
Jennifer also. worked on an Al 
Giddings/Jim Lipscomb production, 


eet eluate 
THE FEAR FACTOR 


the award-winning Mysteries of the Sea, 
and she produced “The Oceans,” which 
was part of the Planet Earth series for 
PBS with the National Science 
Foundation. Jennifer’s other projects 
include Return to the Titanic, Titanica 
and the IMAX films Across the Sea of 
Time and Mark Twain’s America. 
Throughout her 30-year career, 
Jennifer has done saturation, hardhat 
diving and scuba dived worldwide. 
While discussing~ her expeditions, 
Jennifer recently confided, “My work 
often entails dangerous and bizarre cir- 
cumstances. For example, during an 
expedition to find the legendary Loch 
Ness monster, I had to go to a slaughter- 
house and collect buckets of blood and 
innards to try out a theory that the mon- 
ster might be a carnivore. One of my 
jobs on this production was to help 
change the film in stationary underwater 
cameras. Loch Ness has unusual condi- 
tions. Because of the lake’s enormous 
amount of peat moss, in broad daylight, 
even in totally sunny weather, the water 
is pitch black within a few feet of the 
surface and dangerously disorienting. 
Needless to say, this made underwater 
photography extremely challenging!” 
On another daring expedition—the 
filming of Sharks—Jennifer was inside 
a steel cage hand-feeding ravenously 
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hungry sharks by holding out mackerel 
with her gloved hand. Suddenly, the 
trap door of her protective cage acci- 
dentally opened, and a large Blue 
Shark swam in, obviously tempted by 
the mackerel in her goody bag. 
Keeping her cool, Jennifer shifted her 
position as the angry shark lurched 
toward her, trying to find an exit. She 
knew that the best thing to do was to 
keep moving around smoothly. 

“If you lie still, the shark will per- 
ceive you as dead meat,” Jennifer 
explains. “If you thrash, it excites his 
sensory system and causes it to attack. I 
also knew that water conducted sound 
iC Carter and the 
mission board for 


~ 1, her Titanic dive. 
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five times as fast as air, so a loud noise 
could provoke the shark. I had to try 
not to bang my air cylinder against the 
bars of the metal cage. I was sucking up 
huge amounts of air from my tank, but 
luckily I was rescued in time!” 

Jennifer, who is obviously no 
stranger to danger, attributes her 
nerves of steel to years of boot camp- 
style training. 

“I felt that in order to extend my 
ability to operate in documentary film, 
I needed to not only travel as much as 
possible, but to challenge myself in 
anything I feared doing.” 

As aresult, Jennifer became a Reserve 
Sheriff and went through one of the 
toughest courses she had ever experi- 
enced, working up to the position of 
Lieutenant over a period of many years. 
She also became a licensed skydiver and 
river runner, learning how to live in dif- 
ficult conditions with no luxuries or 
modern conveniences. These days, 
when Jennifer isn’t on an underwater 
expedition, she travels nationwide, 
speaking about National Geographic, 
IMAX and the 7itanic. She was induct- 
ed into the Women Divers Hall of Fame 


in 2001.*** —Hillary Viders, Ph.D. 















BAHAMAS LIVEABOARD - 


We include: © FOOD ¢ BEVERAGES (SODA, BEER, WINE & RUM DRINKS) 
e ACCOMMODATIONS ¢ TANKS ¢ WEIGHT BELTS © 3 DIVES A DAY 
e ISLAND EXPLORATION ¢ FISHING @ SAILING ¢ SHELL COLLECTING 
e OUT ISLAND NIGHTLIFE e LOBSTER HUNTS ¢ VIRGIN DIVING 


Blackbeard S 


CRUISES 


Call: (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 
Fax (305) 884-4214 
www.blackbeard-cruises.com © E-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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S MOST THINK THAT MODELING 
is a glamorous occupation. But 
most models are not strutting 
down runways in Milan and 
jetting to Paris at a moment’s 
notice. For those that are not 
“supermodels,” the job is a job 
and it has the same goal: a pay- 
check. And what it takes to get 
the perfect shot, as all underwater 
photographers will tell you, is skill. 
What we see on the pages of maga- 
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| THE SPOTLIGHT—Proft 


zines is the final result. What takes 
place behind-the-scenes is a com- 
pletely different story. The tasks are 
often detail-oriented, multi-faceted 
and physically draining. Most models 
work long hours, receive modest 
wages, continuously market them- 
selves for assignments and have rela- 
tively short careers due to intense 
competition. 

After considering what it takes to be 
a successful land model, try to imagine 


/ our search et 


Call for a free catalog or to order 
our demonstration video. 


Boat tracking and data 
logging software available. 


“Fishers Diver Mag 1 and Proton 4 magnetometers give the best cost/performance 
ratio of any mags on the market today. Thev are the ultimate detectors for iron and 
steel targets with a 1,500 toot detection range for large targets.” 


Depressor Wing 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA « (800)822-4744 


@ Diver-heid 
Camera 


Underwater 
Metal 
Detector 


Boat- towed 
“Metal Detector 


¢ Tel. (508)J822-/330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 ¢ email: jwfishers@aol.com © www.jwfishers.com 
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Heard on 
over 50 
radio 
stations 
throughout 
US and 
worldwide 
over the 
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ra ‘Greg The Divemaster" 
for the absolute latest 


diving news and 
4 information. 
Call in to participate in 


discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 
cool dive related prizes! 





@ ° It's brought to 
you by: 





Worlds First Radio Show Skin Diver 


Devoted to Diving 


Listen live every Saturday 
from 3-5pm EST or to 
archives of past shows 
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what challenges await a professional 
underwater model. Not only does 
underwater modeling require the same 
general attributes as those on land, it 
also demands advanced diving skills 
and athleticism. 

Expert buoyancy control is essen- 
tial. Underwater models need to con- 
sider the artistic, environmental and 
safety aspects of every movement. 
These models must be able to simulta- 
neously focus on the photographer, 
subject, environment, their gauges 
and, of course, smiling (possible, but 
tricky with a reg in your mouth). 

Underwater modeling also requires 
stamina, aerobic conditioning and 
muscular development. Attired in 
mask, snorkel, wetsuit, BC, regulator, 
octopus, gauges, tank, weightbelt, 
dive boots and fins, even beautiful and 
dedicated models can look like over- 
loaded pack-mules out of the water. 
And, though temporarily free of the 
cumbersome weight while sub- 
merged, they may have to endure 
strong currents, surges and non-stop 
swimming during a shoot. 

Without using “unfashionable” 
masks containing both a transmitter 
and receiver, verbal communication is 
almost impossible beneath the sur- 
face. Models must also rely on sign 
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language, gestures and most every 
random flailing of a photographer’s 
arms, to communicate effectively 
underwater. Confusion can cost pre- 
cious time, money and rare photo- 
graphic opportunities. This makes 
teamwork and planning absolutely 
crucial. 

Underwater models are _ also 
required to fully understand the tar- 
geted dive sites and area marine life. 
This includes any components that 
will be featured in the imagery and 
those that might prove to be potential 
hazards to the health of the team 
members. Animals, plants, structures 
(both man-made and natural) and 
other natural elements (currents, 
surges, thermoclines, etc.) must be 
taken into consideration prior to any 
dive. In terms of marine life, popula- 
tion numbers, behavior patterns and 
habitat zones are key factors. There 
are few things worse on a shoot than 
an allergic reaction to lionfish venom 
or severe flesh wounds because a 
model didn’t allow a moray eel its per- 
sonal space. Models always strive to 
work in harmony with the surround- 
ing environment, not against it. 

And, underwater modeling is not a 
full-time career. Dual careers are cer- 
tainly the norm and many will com- 
bine underwater modeling work with 
land or studio modeling, acting, being 


. 


When working with a new model, some 
photographers wetk on technique 

witfi props in a pool prior toa 
destination dive. 





tion is often a 
part 


of the job. 





a dive instructor, scuba equipment 
sales or jobs completely unrelated to 
the diving industry. 

So the next time you watch a fash- 
ion show or leaf through a magazine 
or catalog, try to look beyond the 
staged image of the model. Imagine 
what takes place behind-the-scenes to 
bring the picture or event to life. This 
is especially true for underwater 
shoots and the underwater models 
who go below and beyond to get the 
job done. ** —Sherry Smith & A. 
Scott Johnson 









Who Has the Best Dive | 


Accident Program? 


Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 


your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


To sign up call (800) 223-9998 Scie: online at diveinsurance.com 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance ~ 
second to none in the dive industry. 


[2 deductible (except on medical nondive accident covet 
' [AF mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 


accident coverage) 
i ime 













WEE. i we accept divers from any agency 
" Dall ages 

i worldwide protection 

Assist America benefits available on 

-» all programs 
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Oto Annual Collection. Buy each individually, 
eries Club and receive one exceptional 24” x 36” 





a FREE lithograph available only with full membership! 





ese images are printed to the highest standards and represent the pinnacle of 
underwater photographic art. They are the ultimate gift for divers everywhere. 
And remember, these are limited to 1,000 prints each and there will be no 
reprints of these one-of-a-kind images, so order now before supplies run out. 
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Bos Soto’s REEF DIVERS, ESTABLISHED IN 
1957 as the first dive resort in the 
world, is the oldest and most respect- 
ed dive operator in The Cayman 
Islands. Equally important to an aspir- 
ing scuba instructor, Soto’s provides a 
full range of instructor development 
programs, with an extensive schedule 
through the rest of 2002, and a ten- 
tative schedule for 2003. 

The expanded facility at the Trea- 
sure Island Resort in Grand Cayman 
provides economical on-site housing, 
as well as outstanding dual classrooms 
and pool training facilities. After a year 
of perfecting a unique and new Resort 
Pro Management (RPM) program in 
two different formats, aspiring instruc- 
tors are provided the ultimate in skills 
needed for immediate Caribbean or 
worldwide employment as a scuba 
diving instructor. 

Ash McKnight, veteran course 
director, is in charge of the successful 
Soto’s program. If you are not yet a 
scuba instructor but are a divemaster 
or an assistant instructor, you can take 
the complete Instructor Development 
Course (IDC) over eight days, then 
complete your two-day Instructor 
Exam (IE) immediately thereafter. 

In addition, a Divemaster Plus 
course, which allows you to enroll 
with only six months of dive experi- 


_ Learning theguts-and-HOltsmi 
the dive business, above-and= 
below water. 
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ence and 60 logged dives, is a four- 
week course that will take you all the 
way through your divemaster certifi- 
cation, the IDC and IE. 

Soto’s most recent program, the 
Resort Professional Management 
(RPM) course, is the best choice for 
hands-on career preparation. This 
course provides everything a new 
instructor will need to know about 
working in a tropical resort environ- 
ment, including developing unique 
instructor specialties. The two- 
month course will upgrade the prac- 
tical skill level with nuts-and-bolts 
tasks required by most dive resorts. 
Non-conventional areas such as 
guest greetings, boat mooring and 
anchoring, dive briefings, VHF radio 
usage and coastal waterways are just 
a few of the subjects. Other mechan- 
ical subjects include marine electri- 
cal, diesel engines, engine checklists, 
boat lines, splicing, batteries, over- 
heating and restarting situations. 
The RPM course is taught in both a 
seven-day abbreviated course and a 
two-month extensive program. 

For more information on any aspect of 
training with Bob Soto’s Reef Divers 
call (888) 695-7400; visit the website 
at www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky. 

Contact Course Director Ash McKnight 
directly at (345) 949-9094, or e-mail 
to training@candw. ky. 


Little Cayman 


© Grand Cayman 
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2002-2003 SCHEDULE 


2002 
DIVE MASTER PLUS 
September 16 to 29 
October 21 to November 3 
November 18 to December 1 
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT COURSE (IDC) 
September 30 to October / 
November 4 to 11 
December 2 to 9 
INSTRUCTOR EXAM (IE) 
October 8 to 9 
November 12 to 13 
December 10 to 11 
RESORT PRO MANAGEMENT (RPM) 
October 18 to December 18 
PAULI) 
(Tentative Pending PADI Approval) 
RPM: February 2 to April 2 


Dive Master Plus: January 6 to 19 & 
March 3 to 16 


IDC/IE: January 20 to 27 & 
March 17 to 24 


IE: Jan 28 to Jan 29 & 
Mar 25 to Mar 26 
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TRAVEL GUIDE 


MANTA RAY 
BAY HOTEL 
if & YAP DIVERS 


MORE THAN jUST “MANTAS 


3, 4, 7 & 10 day packages starting at $453.00 pp/do 
800-DIVE YAP (800-348-3927) 


sdm@mantaray.com ¢ www.mantaray.com 


www.bilikiki.com ~we open eon eo 


www. infobilikiki.com 
‘APY Cruises Ltd. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 ° Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


travel guide 


Travel Guide is a quick and easy way to maximize 





your advertising dollar. With this special section 


exclusively featuring resorts and live-aboards, dive 





travelers have a clear and convenient guide to their 


vacation needs. 


For a high-impact, high-value opportunity to 


reach lucrative travel buyers, contact 


323.782.2760 


to advertise in Skin Diver's Travel Guide now. 


TRAVELGUIODE 


78 wwwskin-diver.com 


arian ror Mandarin Fish, Walls, “th an More! 


American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


“Let's Get Wet’ 


Call for vacation packages with lodging. 


Includes lodging & dive certification 
| pp/dbl. occ. 


800- 291 “DIVE 


PADI 5- STAR STORE 

All referrals welcome 
www.americanprodiving.com 

E-mail: anpro@americanprodiving.com 











OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 


Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,140 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 
via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 
Contact: Vivian Williams, E-mail: williamv@primediacmmg.com or call: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2556. 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; FAX: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 
| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. 


AUSTRALIA 


SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com 


BAHAMAS 


DIVE ABACO! BAHAMAS. A MARSH HARBOUR TRADITION 
Since 1978. Scuba & snorkel protected preserves. Dive/hotel pack- 


info@bomatu.com 


ages. Uncrowded diving, personalized service, out-island tranquility. 


dive@diveabaco.com § www.diveabaco.com 800-247-5338 


BARBADOS 


THE DIVE SHOP - BARBADOS (246) 426-9947/(888) 898-3483 
Barbados oldest & largest dive operator. PADI NAUI & ACUC cours- 
es. Reef/wreck dive pkgs w/ accomod. Pebbles Beach & Cavans Lane 


hardive@caribnet.net www.divebds.com 


BELIZE 


BAREFOOT DIVING AND WATERSPORTS 011 501 226 2119 

Overnight trips to the beautiful outer atolls including the great Blue 
Hole. Local diving/Mayan ruins/jungle tours/U/W cameras. Quality and 
service is our specialty 


HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www. hamanasi.com 
Casually elegant seaside resortt. Dive three atolls and the Blue 


www. barefootwatersports.net 


Hole. Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguare Preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll free (877) 552-3483 


LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 

Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 days 

and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 
www.scubabelize.com 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX EXPERTS (800) 678-6871 
Overwater cottages, arrive/depart any day, excellent food, 
accomodations, diving & instruction. OWD/AOWD)/Nitrox cert. 
Bze Ph. (501) 212121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 


BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 


every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 


GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 


reservations@harbourvillage.com www.habourvillage.com 


HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 


beach & diving. www.happyholidayhomes.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNERRENTALS = (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 
island 


advice from divers who know — the 


best.info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 
ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 


info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 





TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 
(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 


Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 


Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 
Trimaran. (284) 494-2490 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ATLANTIS SUBMARINE ADVENTURES (800) 887-8571 
Voyage 1000 ft down the Cayman Wall on-board Deep Explorer 


www.bvidiving.com 


Submarines. Exclusive with only 2 passengers & a pilot. 
atlantis@candw.ky (345) 949-7700 www.GoAtlantis.com/cayman 

CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 

All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky 
CATHY CHURCH’S U/W PHOTO CENTRE (345) 949-7415 
Enjoy classes with Cathy-the finest U/W photo instructor in the 


www.caribsands.com 


world-all levels. LOWEST rates on camera rentals and sales. 
Visit our gallery. www.cathychurch.com 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME = (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkli/dive off your 
own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN DIVING SCHOOL (345) 949-4729 
Visit our new “PADI 5 star instructordevelopment center” 
location. Lots of great diving from recreational to technical-we’ve 
got itall!. www.caymandivingschool.com 
COBALT COAST RESORT& SUITES (866) 622-9626 
Dive spectacular North Wall and shoredives at 2 Divetech loca- 
tions. Modern new resort offers dive packages with and without 
meals. www.cobaltcoast.com www.divetech.com 
DIVE ‘N STUFF 1 (345) 9ASCUBA 
Cayman’s premiere small dive operator. Flexible departure times, 
small groups, experience divemasters, very very low rates. 


divenstuff@cayman.org divenstuff.com 


DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 
pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


DIVETECH @ COBALT COAST RESORT 1 (866) 622-9626 
Experience service, luxury & adventure. Packages include 2 great 
shore diving locations, unlimited shore diving, daily boat trips — 


with or without meal plans. The adventure awaits you... 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN (800) 833-4837 
Located in Georgetown Harbor & Comfort Suites. Perfect for in- 
struction, daily boat dive, shore dive & private dock for Stingray 
City. dfd@candw.ky www.donfosters.com 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving w/ great boat diving pkgs and accom. 
Great location to learn to dive for beginners, referrals, and 


adv.divers. www.edenrockdive.com e-mail:edenrock@candw.ky 


LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels & live-aboard diving by the pi- 
oneering developer in the Caymans, 22 yrs experience guarantees only 
the best at the best prices possible! (800) 544-2722 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our incredible H2GO dive package. Daily 2 & | dives, 
night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive &watersport cen- 


ters.info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 





SEAVIEW HOTEL & DIVE RESORT (800) 262-7686 
On the quiet side of George Town, Grand Cayman, our 15 room dedi- 
cated dive resort offers great and unlimited shore diving, boat dive trips 
for only $99/day! www.seaviewdivers.com seadive@candw.ky 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB-LITTLECAYMAN (800) 899-2582 
Max of |2 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 
pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 
relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 

SUNSET HOUSE/SUNSET DIVERS (877) 854-32274 
PADI gold palm resort. GC number one shore dive, diving courses 
at all levels, dive shop, restaurant, bar, photo centre on property. 
www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm —— skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 

TORTUGA DIVERS (800) 447-0309 
Grand Cayman’s famous East end diving at a luxury full-service 
resort. Complete dive and watersports on site. 


tortuga@candw.ky www.morritt.com 


FIJL ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS WWW.BEQADIVERS.COM DIVEFIJI@IS.COM.F] 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 www.jmcfir@aol.com. 


DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FIJI'S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & 
a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 
Dive & Adventure Travel. www. landfallproductions.com 
NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272 (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 
Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale. 

Fax: (679) 450-566 


GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 


explore@naia.com.fj Wwww.naia.com.fj 


We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 
(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI cours- 
es and referrals. (945) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 
& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 


www.landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 


Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 


KONA COAST DIVERS (800) KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 


divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
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LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
Dive pristine molokini, cathedrals of Lanai, turtle reef. Daily char- 
ters. Nitrox, rebreathers. PADI 5 star. Handicap accessible. 


Discover scuba daily. www. lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 7 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, SSI & PADI, topside activities. fax: (808) 879-1644 
diver@mauidiveshop.com www.mauidiveshop.com 


SCUBA MIKE MAUI (808) 250-5494 
Fun safe personalized scuba and kayak tours. 25 years experience.. 
Beginners our specialty. PADI certifications. Central oceanview. 
Vacation rentals.. www.scubamike.net 
SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: 922-9595 

Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 www.waikikidiving.com 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER—WEST BAY BEACH, ROATAN 
Private cabanas, kitchenettes, in-room movies, kayaks, bikes, horse- 


www.kauaiscubadiving.com 


back, shore & boat diving marine reserve, Mayan & eco tours. 
www. bananaramadive.com 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & DIVECENTER = (800) 844-3785 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from the doorstep of your cabin! 
7 nights, 2/3 dives daily, | night dive and more from $349 p/p 
info@lasrocasresort.com www .lasrocasresort.com/skindiver 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 boat 
fax: (210) 733-7889 


email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 


ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimited 


& shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


shore diving $385pp cuba@tropicohn.com 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 
house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star 
Resort, 6 nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


TROPICAL BEACH RESORT DIVE CENTER (504) 435-2725 
Finest Coral Reef & Wall Diving. Dive shop-rentals-comp. rates Beach 
front cabanas, restaurant & bar, exc. bone & permit fisihing 


rodjean@aol.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-36 1-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id | www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 


World class M/Y Pelagian, 5 star service, professional crew. Explore 


www. bayislandtropicalbeachresort.com 


Komodo/Rinca, the Banda Sea and _ Beyond. 


diveasia@diveres.com www. dive-asiapacific.com 


KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www.kararu.com (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us in 
the center of marine biodiversity [15 ft luxury. 


email: info@divediscovery.com 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 
www.jamaqua.com 


www.divediscovery.com 


night dives, photo and video. 
webedivin@jamaqua.com 
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MALDIVES 


M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 


www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 
VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 
PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 
info@vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 


www. vallarta-adventures.com 


watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; — travel@bajaex.com www. bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom dive, snorkel, 
kayak and eco tours in Baja. ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 
(521) 122-7423 


MEXICO—COZUMEL 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 


best service. www.scubaja.com 


sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com 
COZUMEL - ISLAMAR VACATION VILLAS (011) 52-987-869-0504 
IBR/IBA & 2BR/2BA-$50-$120/night. Full kitchens, maid, A/C TV/VCR, 
PH, pool/spa, lockers, |0 mins. walk to town/beachfront. Airfare disc 
wibooking + dive pkg promos!! www.cozumelinsider.com/islamar 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—| 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mer. 
Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (011) 52-987-872-1007 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of free 
info/reservations call (01 |) 52-987-2-1007 or write 602 Rafael Melgar, 
P.O. Box 222, Cozumel Q. Roo, Mexico 77600. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, |-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &jeep 
rental pkgs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 
VACATION CONNECTION (888) 512-8747 
Dive Cozumel Palancar to Punta Sur on the island’s fastest boat. 
FREE night dive! Personal service for discount air,hotel & dive pkgs. 
Vacation Connection 888-5 | 2-8747 sburton@airmail.net 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 


information packages including free video 
(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
BOMATU DIVING COMPANY WWW.BOMATU.COM 


Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 
small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 
Lodge at Kavieng. 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 


mrh@meltours.com 


and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 
able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER 01159941 62740 
Pro dive center - nice saban style hotel - bar - restaurant - 
pool - two dive boats - great packages available 


www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and 


view. Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise. www.seasaba.com 


ST. LUCIA 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242 FX: (758) 459-7700 
Scenic & romantic. 49 room hideaway amidst marine reserves, 600 acre 
estate, 2 beaches, prof. scuba centre, spa, mtn biking centre & trails. RO- 
MANCE, TRANQUILITY, ADVENTURE www.ansechastanetcom 


ST. MAARTEN 


DIVE SAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 
Scuba. 
www.thescubashop.net 


OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


courses, referrals, specialties, Discover 


www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris 


divesm@megatropic.com 


THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 


www.stmaartendiving.com 


www.ocean-rover.com 


M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER + \WWW.PIDCDIVERS.COM 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers I/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 


M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. 16 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 


E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 


DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 info@diveasia.com www.diveasia.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 


4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net 


TURKS & CAICOS 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. _ Fax:(649) 941-5510 
info@sailtao.com www.sailtao.com 
VACATION CONNECTION (888) 512-8747 
Dive W. Caicos & French Cay on the newest & nicest dive yacht in 


www.phuketdive.net 


Provo. Spotted rays & sharks! Personal service for discount air, hotel & 
dive pkgs.Vacation Connection | 888-5 | 2-8747 sburton@airmail.net 


U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS 


DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 


divexp@viaccess.net www.divexp.com 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. www.divelowkey.com 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 
Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel compa- 
ny. Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience 


be your guide. info@reefrainforest.com www.reefrainforest.com 











DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 
SCUBA DO RAG 
htp://www.scubadorag.com 
e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://www.divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@divers-supply.com 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES/ 
PUBLICATIONS 


DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
MARINE LIFE BOOKS 
http://www.fishid.com 

email: orders@fishid.com 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 

e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


INTERNET DIRECTORY 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www. keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 


RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 


http://www.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 


e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 

http://www. berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 


DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION 


DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www. hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 

Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Vivian 
at (323) 782-2778 ¢ 12 issues: $505 


TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 

e-mail: divboat@aol.com 

ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 

e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@attclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIK! CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www.bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www.bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 
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DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 
e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
FANTASEA DIVERS - OCEAN ROVER DIVING 
CRUISES 

http://www.fantasea.net 

e-mail: info@fantasea.net 

FIJl ESCAPES TRAVEL 
http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html| 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 
e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www. lajollacove.com 
e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http:/Awww.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http:/Awww.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 

SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 

e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://ww'w.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 

DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 

e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www.landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 

e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
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Warm water, great visibility, 
tropical marine life! Fewer than 
120 passengers. Call for your 


free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 
» Caribbean cruises from $700. 


IGN ME UP 
1-800-327-2601 


Windjamm er 
Barefoot Cruises 





P.O. Box 190120, Dept.# 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 


FREE! SkinDiver 


*{eve Lotsa alcelaearelecela mis aaa 


reader service card 


SEND LITERATURE TO: (Please print in ink) 





We here at Skin Diver search the world to bring you the E-Mail address 
best in resorts, live-aboards, diving adventure and newly Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 

‘discovered hot spots each and every month. We seek out For FREE literature: Circle the number you want, put a stamp on the card and mail it today! 
the latest in dive equipment and cutting edge training. 
We work hard at delivering the information you need to 
make your diving easier and more fun. Our Reader 
Service cards take it one step farther. We put the dive 
world at your fingertips. Get the information you want, send 
in a Reader Service card today! 


OR 
log on to www.skin-diver.com and go to 


SKIN DIVER LINK 


((Roler. i icle Meyamcnt-mce) omale|altar-lare mei 
Skin Diver Online’s homepage.) 


Skin Diver’s Massachusetts address is for reader information only. 
SEPTEMBER 2002 READER SERVICE CARD EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2003 $D-0902 
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LINK 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: To receive instant info: 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and infor- oa 1) Enter your contact information. 

mation from our oivertives stony —and it’s FREE. www.skin-diver.com 2) lec advertiser. 

Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 

directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. the screen. If you don’t have web access, just call toll free (888) 353-3483, 

It’s that easy! ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
Thanks! 
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Flexfit Baseball Caps 
with either Skin Diver logo or 
our exclusive 5Oth Anniversary logo 


Long/short sleeve Team Skin Diver Shirts 
Skin Diver Backpack 
The ultimate in Board Shorts for him/her 


Available in various colors 
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MARKETPLACE 





Underwater Cameras & Housings 2 
Bight & Motion 
metra 5000 


Light & Motion 
Mako PC 120 


Light & Motion 


Custom housing for the Built to accommodate SOMMS 
Nikon COGipieoUUGninciudes sseMiniDV digital cameras, thé 
the revolutionary ROC strobe .~PC120 and PC115 

controller. 


Sea & Sea 


Designed for the Olympus 
E-20 & E-10 digital cameras. 
Includes the revolutionary 
ROC strobe controller. 


Amphibico 
Surveyor 707 


SeaireReefmaster 
DC 100 Digital Camera 


Can be used on land and sea 
Depth tested to 100 feet 


Point & Shaot ease. Shown 
with the YS-20A Auto strobe 


Built for the Sony 
O56 707 digital camera 


209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, Long Island 
800-262-4160 * 631-264-4160 * www.berger-bros.com 





DI MVAT (cm =Jele) ey a -1e) | 
BEST PUBLISHING COMPANY 


“Want to read something with depth, 
atmosphere, and pressure? Try a Best book.” 


For details and ordering 
information on all 
Best books, visit us online at 


www.bestpub.com 
or call 1.888.993.1055 


LARGEST PUBLISHER IN THE WORLD ON DIVING 
AND HYPERBARIC MEDICINE Books 
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Own a | 
Piece of t 


History! 





Anchor 
Pendant 
#A8064 

$69.95 


Beautiful treasure jewelry cast from 
the Pure Silver Bars of the 
1622 Spanish Galleon 
Nuestra Senora De Atocha! 
Silver with 14KT Gold Overlay. 
Shown actual size. Certificate of Authenticity 
Included. Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee. 


1-800-621-2440 
Resort Graphics, Inc. 


447 Carson Ave., Atlantic City NJ 08401 
Phone 609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 
e-mail: treasurejewelry @ aol.com 


VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC CREDIT CARDS 
Add $6.00 S&H. 14 Day (US) Delivery. 
2-4 Day (US) Rush $10.00 
Regular Canadian Delivery $10.00 - Other Countries $45.00. 
NJ Res Add 6% sales tax. Orders paid by check held 10 days. 


CALL FOR FREE TREASURE CATALOG 


ca 4 


Defy the Elements~ 


LV VAY VAY Val oF- F-y-¥-y- 9 (-¥-4- We ote) s 7] 


To advertise in 
Skin Diver's 
MARKETPLACE, 


323-182-2778 


Your Source For Live, 
4 
Z VA i= WIE, (2 ~~ Nautical and | ARMATO .' 
(HE SLEW iP wring "aed ar om te Jewelry 1-800-520-50 l Zz 


YOUR #1 VIDEO HOUSING 
& DIGITAL STILL RESOURCE 


AMPHIBICO 
NAVIGATOR 900 


ALLOWS THE LCD TO BE OPENED 
UNDERWATER 


FITS SONY DCRVX & SONY 4 
DSRPD150 IN STOCK HOUSING FOR THE TRV900 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 
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7 N. Williams Street 

P.O. Box 1008, Selbyville 
DE 19975, USA 
Orderline : 800-397-8787 
Tel : 302-436-0200 


g f ' Z Fax : 302-436-0300 FORSONYPC-IIOORTHE | FORTHESONY DCRPC1100RDCRPCI20 
Gf US Al: . Fil y E-mail ; divesilver@peterstone.com PC120 WORKS WITH FLIPOUT SCREEN| LOW PACKAGE PRICE WITH CAMERA 


DENA Show 2002 Sp aa _www.divesilver.com AMPHIBICO SURVEYOR 707 
October 22-25, 2002 Sen mn 


Booth No. 1920 a STONE 
Mention Code SKI For Special Offer Created By 


THE SURVEYOR HOUSES THE SONY DCSF 707 
5 MILLION PIXELS ¢ ai ae Fok e 128 MEG CAPACITY ¢ 
© 5X0 Me 
CALL FOR OW PACKAGE PRICE! 


WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


FITS THE OLYMPUS E-10 & E-20 
DIGITAL STILL CAMERA FOR OLYMPUS DIGITAL STILL SERIES 


| |i -tiee) GATES 

; DIVE ey er 
Wa Watae lh acto (elele(-t-t-maelia ~srrcaniow SPECIAL PACKAGE 
i oe DIGITAL VIDEO | ccuies PRICE WITH 


PACKAGE NY 
DIVE BUDDY é. DCRTRV 
Ss 130 


Dynamite Skins! * Uniquely HOT! I) wits 


How to look HOT even though your equipment 9 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? TO’ 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 

High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 1-800-520-5012 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 67-16 Myrtle Ave. ho 
Glendale, NY 11385 ILD) 
dive oddess” Ph: (718) 628-6800 4 
g closed Sat & Sun HEM. 

http://www.armatos.com Dp ‘ 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com © E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 
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May 2002 - Where It All Began — Why 

Bonaire, Bahamas, Cayman and the Keys 

Are Mega Dive Destinations; Big-Top 

Adventures in the Sea of Cortez; 14 Must- 

Have Camera Accessories; Want to Learn to Dive? Check out This /s 
Diving! tnside. 


April 2002 — Diving the MAYAN CORRIDOR: Riviera Maya, Belize, Cozumel 
¢ HOT STUFF! 28 Top Gear Picks for the New Season « 10 Must-do Dives 
in the TURKS & CAICOS * GETTIN’ THE BLUES — The Underwater Color 
You’re Shooting For « Hooked on PALAU — Perfect Every Time © Diving Into 
Space ¢ Florida’s Fish Hotels. 


www.designateddiver.com 
(SSS) 433-4637 


March 2002 — 50 Dives, 50 States — Quarries to canyons, the nation’s best 
dives « THE STRONG ARM OF THE DOLLAR - Getting more depth for your 
dime in Thailand and Malaysia « THE MANY MOODS OF CAYMAN -— 
Exclusive Cathy Church photo essay * Roatan Photo and Video Contest 
Winners * SPECIAL: Lickety-split! 11 FINS THAT KICK> 


February 2002 — DIVE SUITS GALORE. Neoprene and Nylon Never Looked 
So Good * FREE 2002 CALENDAR INSIDE! — Shot Exclusively in St. Vincent 
& the Grenadines * INDULGE YOURSELF! 5 Supremely Swanky Escapes 

e PARADISE AFLOAT! Skin Diver's Essential Guide to 136 Live-aboards 
Worldwide ¢ SILENCE is GOLDEN — Rebreather Training in Belize 

* Desperately Seeking Inspiration - How Top Photographers Find It 

* Birostris Of Bora Bora. 


www.CaymanDiveGear.com ~ THERE'S A NEW 


Naples FLSA 800-282-8725 . ! 
gem” TYGER” 


ae 0, 0) | ee 


January 2002 -— The BAY ISLANDS. Sheer walls, playful dolphins 
and...Sa/va Vida? * 5 Tips to Improve Your Night Photography »* THE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF — A true wonder down under « KEY LARGO - A 
national diving treasure * To Live and Dive in Kwajalein * The Best Dang 
Buoyancy Around — A GUIDE TO BCs « Skin Diver’s first annual Kona 
Classic Underwater Photography and Art Festival. 


December 2001 — Caribbean Encounters. 7 Islands: From MACRO to MR. 
BIG + 2001 EDITORIAL INDEX ¢ Strobe Arm Kama Sutra — Positioning your 
strobes for photographic enlightenment ¢ Holiday Gear Guide * Adrift In The 
Isles Of Spice. 


November 2001 — Cool Pools of the Sunshine State * Yee Haw! Aruba’s 
Wreck Rodeo « Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan © Dive and Don’t Get Wet — 
Drysuit Techniques * Gear Bag Roundup! * BONUS Pacific Diver Inside 

¢ Curacao In The Blood « Birds, Bats, Turtles and Rays of Cayman 

¢ Snorkeling Sense. 


October 2001 - Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern Diver Inside 
¢ 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch * The Glamorous Life... Become 

an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid * Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, 
Socorros and Galapagos ¢ Bathed In Civilization - diving 

the BVI’s * Hawaii 7-0 * Far & Away In Fiji. 


September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth! 8 Must-Have 
Dive Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure 
- Our Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 
- Visiting the Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 


August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more; Discover LITTLE CAYMAN's 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro 
- Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; 

WYLAND’S NEW COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST 
AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE 
WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit: 
THE OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 
Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive Guide!. 


May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, 
Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST: SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat 
Photo, Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 


Tyger Ray Scooter 
12 volt 48 Ib. Thrust Motor 
60 Minute Run Time* 


AQUAFLITE 
Custom fitting & stock sizes 
Quick delivery 
Great prices 
Satisfaction guaranteed 


cat. 800.581.7916 


AND HOODED VESTS e 


April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!: Temples Above and 
Below - The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape 
- The Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; 
BONUS: SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 


March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - 
Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cubal!: 
EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling 
Techniques. 





TITANIUM « HOODS 





Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4499 each 


Plus Shipping Charges: 
US...$2.50 each, 
Canada. and Foreign - Call for price 
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For Back Issues Only: 


800-429-0106 


863-683-8807 
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 
e-mail: back_issues@acsdirect.net 


PRET 


PO. Box 1668, Lakeland, FL 33802 
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MAKERS OF THE MOST 
VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, & 
MOST FLEXIBLE ALUMINUM ARM 

ON THE MARKET 


FOR ALL YOUR DIGITAL OR 
FILM NEEDS we have: 
trays, arms and pivots to fit 
most housings & strobes 


Adapters for video & camera 
housings, Nikonos, RS, 
and all strobes & video lights. 


Y The Only Arms & 
With An O-ring 
In The Ball 
For Ease of Use 


For product information or to order: 
Ph: (805)984-9104, 
Fax: (805)984-3008 
Visit our website: 
http://www.ulcs.com 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
ae pivys WOR 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet Uncrowded ‘Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. Z 
(-8OO-466-DIVE 
P.0.B. 2363 © Key Largo « Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 


Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 
















Sales 
Photo Trips 
Repairs 
~ Housing Packages 
Accessories 





Badarwatar Photo-Tech Cari iii 
| 599-9-562-9774 @ Fax 599-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobal.net 
ONE CALL GIVES YOU 


COMPLETE SERVICE FOR ALL 
YOUR UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHIC NEEDS! 


Ni ome | 
IN VIDEON : a 
EQUIPMENT! ¢ 


= 


Underwater f ietage USA 
ea ee hoto.com 
603-432-1997 ® Fax 603-432-4702 


DIGITAL 


-» HOT Macro 









4 70-180 Macro 
ry Zoom 





Inon 
Digital 


Nexus www.UsaNexus.com 


For your Dealers 





OLYMPUS © Digital 
2020 ° 2030 * 3030 ° 3040 ° 4040 

Nikon 990 & 5000 

Canon S300 * D30 & D60 
Sony 707 
Inon & Epoge Lenses 







USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 


Inon 100 wide lens 





E-mail: sales@uwphoto.com 4 


Wide lens 
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When my triends and I started diving Baja in the early '70s, every trip was an expedition. We drove our 
decrepit trucks and vans, hauling inflatable boats, tanks, and compressors. Today, 

all we have to do is hop a jet 
and put ourselves in the capa- 
ble hands of dive operators. 

But, occasionally, there’s a 

need to get back in touch with 
the real Baja. Sport utilities 
are now the vehicles of choice, 
faking much of the risk and 
some of the adventure out of 
oti-road excursions. This time 
we were trekking into the 
mountains to view Indian rock 
art, jour-wheeling on some ot 
the notorious dirt roads, and 
communing with the whales in 
San Ignacio Lagoon. 


CAVE PAINTINGS 

At a rancho outside of San lenacio, 
we hired mules and guides for our trip 
te the pated caves. This was my first 
time on a mule in the mountains, and 
there was all sorts of trepidation. For a 
while it was a battle of wills, with the 
animal stopping to nibble juicy leaves, or 
short-cutting switchbacks while I des- 
perately pulled on the reins and yelled, 

“loo,” which worked 
for the guides but 
not for me. These 
mules aren’t shod; 
their feet grip firmly 
as they tread from 
rock to rock along the 
steep path, while 
maintaining balance 
and dignity. After a 
while | came to trust 
my animal, 

Slowly and steadily, 
our mules trudged up 





=. * 





fhe meauty | of Bala’ ~ 4 long track lined with 


>. ¢aetus, palo blanco and 
oo verde trees. Temperatures were com- 
fortable, 





hiked te the first of three caves, 


put we wore long-sleeve shirts and i | 5 i 
trousers ae protection from cactus spines. | 
At a mountain pass, we left the mules and ae —<t ) 
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Getting in a little whale smooch. 
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be up to 1,000 years 
old. Painted by indige- 
nous people, who left 
few other traces, they 
portray humans and 
animals, including 
deer, mountain sheep 
and even Mantas, 
turtles, whales and dol- 
phins. Humans are 
invariably shown with 
their hands raised, as in 
the surrender position. 
Many paintings are 10 
feet or more above the 
ground, so some sort of 
scaffolding had to be 
constructed. Although 
there is some similarity 
to the Neolithic cave 
paintings in France 
and Spain, these are much more recent. Later generations paint- 
ed over existing images; even the newest date back some 500 
years. When the Spanish arrived, the Indians were aware of the 
paintings, but didn’t have a clue about their origin. 
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WHALES 


Baja California has many faces, and I had seen most of them: 
the glitz of Cabo; the fantastic plant life of its flowering desert; 
the adventure of off-road excursions; and of course, the under- 
water world of the Sea of Cortez. The stark, austere beauty of 
San Ignacio Lagoon is yet another face. Driving across the nat- 
ural salt pans at dusk reveals a surreal, lunar-like landscape, bro- 
ken only by scattered, scrubby bushes. 


Danny Ortiz said. “When the whales are coming it’s all consuming. You just want to get 


Leslie Lee stated, “It’s an endless vista, an open 
view as far as you can see. The feeling that there’s 
so much virgin wilderness, right at our back door 
in Southern California, is comforting to me.” 

One factor that’s kept the lagoon undeveloped 
and pristine is difficult access. It’s a 600-mile 
drive on a narrow, two-lane road from the U.S. 
border to the oasis town of San Ignacio, then 
another 32 miles on a rough, meandering dirt 
road to the lagoon. Four-wheel drive isn’t 
required, but high clearance is strongly recom- 
mended. My feelings toward that final stretch 
were biased by flat tires on each of two previous 
trips. When the tires survived intact this time, I 
suspected that this trip could be charmed. 

The lagoon is a refuge for Gray Whales, where 
they return every winter to mate and have their 
babies, then prepare for the long journey back to 
the Arctic Circle. Two other Baja lagoons are also winter homes 
to Gray Whales, but San Ignacio is famous as the home of the 
friendlies: Whales that swim right up to boats and allow humans 
to touch, hug and even kiss them. In cold print, that may seem 
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trite and anthropomorphic, but don’t make judgements until 
you’ve experienced it. 

On two previous trips I'd seen lots of whales, but none came 
very close to the boats. Veteran observers told me I’d been there 
too early. In January and February, whales are busy mating and 
giving birth. By March the males are on their way north, leaving 
the remaining females and babies more relaxed and willing to 
interact with humans. 

Our home base was a tent camp, but it isn’t really camping 
when somebody else does all the work. Sleeping accommodations 
are spacious tents with cots and mattresses. Meals are served in a 
large dining tent, prepared on propane stoves and outdoor bar- 
becues. There is a stall with solar-heated showers; an outhouse 
with waste that’s composted; and all trash is trucked back to the 
San Ignacio city dump. 

There are five camps at the lagoon, accommodating about 100 
tourists at the peak of the season. All are leased from the local 
fishing cooperative, and are required to operate on a minimal 
impact basis. That means no electricity, no open fires and no 
running water. 

Permits for whale watching are distributed among the local 
fishermen’s families, and the camps contract with them to take 
out tourists in their open boats (pangas). In the past, big tour 
boats would come in, drop their inflatables, and the locals could 
do nothing but watch. Now, whale watching provides the fisher- 
men with an essential source of income. 

Their life isn’t easy. Drinking water and most food is trucked 
in from San Ignacio. There is no doctor and no power except for 
solar panels. Whale watching provides jobs, but only from 
January through March. 

According to Baja Expeditions Camp Director Glenn 
Neumann, “The fishermen know the lagoon better than anybody 
else. They know how to handle the boats; they know the weath- 
er; they know the whales. The only training I’ve had to do with 


them is how to handle tourists.” 


Each morning for three days, we set out in the pangas. I was 
impressed by the boat handlers’ (pangeros’) sensitivity toward 
the whales. Only 16 boats at a time are allowed on the water, and 
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no more than two can be near a whaie at one time. Others wait 
their turn, and move in when the first ones leave. Nobody is 
allowed to chase or cut in front of whales. Instead, they idle the 
engine and let them come over if they want to. Jose Luis Sanchez 
observed, “This sort of cooperation is something I’ve never seen 
before in Mexico. The whales and the environment are the 
important things to them, not their business.” 

Some whales seemed to be attracted by the noise or the 
vibration. Others brought their 1- to 2-month old babies to the 
boats, actually nudging them as if introducing them to us. The 
pangeros told us that whales are attracted to splashing and 
noise, so we dutifully splashed and 
made awkward attempts at whale calls. 
Whether or not our antics had any 
direct effect I don’t know, but the 
whales did come around. 

There’s something about being so 
close to these magnificent animals that 
makes sophisticated adults act like little 
kids. Denise Fleetham was almost 
falling out of the boat, arms open, talk- 
ing to the whales, and leaning on their 


San Ignacio Lagoon 
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backs. If one had dived, she’d have been swimming. 

Danny Ortiz said, “When the whales are 
coming it’s all consuming. You just want to get 
your hands on these creatures and look them in 
the eye. All your worries go away. One image 
stays in my head: A baby whale making eye con- 
tact with me. It almost seemed like the mother 
was proud of the baby and wanted us to see it. 
She put her nose underneath and picked it up as 
if showing it off.” 

“Td had friendly encounters before in 
Magdalena Bay,” said Leslie, “but it was interest- 
ing to observe the relationship between the moth- 
ers and the babies—how they’d go back to mama 
for reassurance, then come back to us. Some of 
the babies would shoot straight for the boat, while 
others would hang till the mothers seemed to give 
permission. It was fascinating that they all have 
distinct personalities, just like we do. 

“Their skin felt rubbery and squishy, softer 
than I thought it would. I felt privileged that they 
trusted me. You can show pictures and talk about 
it, but unless you’re here, you really can’t relate.” 

For me, this was a breakthrough. In the past 
two years it had been a thrill to see so many whales 
mating and spyhopping off in the distance, but 
now everything was happening up close. 

Pro photographers Dave Fleetham and Nikki 
Konstantineau were on their first trip to San 
Ignacio, and had high expectations. Our first day 
out exceeded anything we’d dared hope for. After 
a half hour on the water, I realized that every 
whale photo I'd shot previously could be thrown 
away. At times it was whale overload; we cash 


your hands on these creatures ‘aa lool them in the eye. All your worries go away....” 


knew which way to look. Everywhere in the lagoon something 
was happening. Here a blow; there a breach; there a spyhop. 
With the motor shut down, we could hear the whales inhaling 
as well as exhaling, every few seconds, all around the lagoon. 

Heading out on the second day, I realized if we didn’t get 
another picture, we’d already won. But that day was even bet- 
ter than the first. Now they were spyhopping closer to the boat, 
and seemingly staying up longer. Some were breaching in the 
distance. One obviously pregnant female adopted our boat and 
followed it around the lagoon for nearly an hour. If the third 
day had been the first, we’d have been stoked out of our minds, 
but we’d been spoiled by the first two. 
So, when it yielded only ordinary 
opportunities, we headed in early. 

Danny summed up the entire 
experience: “It makes me ask, 
‘What’s my position on this planet? 
How can I compare myself to this 
30-ton creature?’ With all the 
gloom and doom in the environ- 
ment, it’s great to see the whales 
doing so well.” 
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THOSE WHO KNOW ME KNOW THAT I’M A 
bit of a fitness enthusiast (a.k.a., health 
nut, exercise masochist...) and certified 
(certifiable?) fitness trainer. Knowing this, 
a friend recently asked me about fitness 
training specifically for tek diving. 

“Tve been told that if I run for an hour 
to two hours, three to five times a week, or 
go for some other endurance aerobics, my 
air consumption will go down.” 

“Yes, it will,” I had to admit, “but that 
doesn’t make extreme aerobics a good idea 
for a diver.” Then I explained... 

Kinesology 101: Our muscles use energy 
three basic ways; two are anaerobic (no 
direct need for oxygen) and one aerobic 
(uses oxygen). Of the three, aerobic energy 
is the weakest, though it is sustainable for 
long duration. The anaerobic strengths 
(energies) are far stronger, but only short 
duration sustainable. 

Human activity is primarily anaerobic. 
Swimming while diving is aerobic, but most 
diving-related energy expenditures requiring strength 
are not. Lift a set of doubles, stagger to the back of the 
boat, climb the ladder in full kit, race across current for 
the trail line—all anaerobic activity. In diving, about 
the only aerobic activity is slow, steady swimming. 
Twenty to 30 minutes of aerobic exercise, two or three 
times a week, will meet this fitness requirement. 


TOTALLYTEK 
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What happens when you train through 
extreme aerobics, by say, running for 90 
minutes, four or five times weekly? The 
Specific Adaptation to Imposed Demands 
(SAID) principle kicks in. After about an 
hour to 90 minutes of continuous aerobics, 
your body activates responses that begin 
adaptations to extreme aerobics. Systemic 
cortisone converts to cortisol. The 
endocrine system suppresses testosterone 





Human activity is primarily anaerobic. 
Swimming while diving ts aerobic, 


but most diving-related energy expen- 
ditures requiring strength are not. 











(especially if you’re male) and raises myostatin. 
Inflammation responses may begin depending on the 
exercise, especially in the joints. The more frequently 
you train like this, the stronger these adaptive responses 
become. 

So what does this mean? Cortisol is a catabolic, 
meaning it breaks down muscle tissue. Testosterone is 


Endurance vs. Power 








an anabolic, meaning it promotes mus- 
cle growth. And myostatin is a regula- 
tor that tells muscle cells to not repro- 
duce. Cortisol release, testosterone 
suppression and myostatin increase 
mean your body’s cutting your energy 
demand by decreasing your muscle tis- 
sue. The inflammation responses may 
extend joint and muscle recovery time, 
with damage compounding if subse- 
quent workouts come before healing 
finishes. Long duration exercise also 
floods the body with free radicals. 

Your air consumption goes down as 
you adapt, all things being equal, 
because reduced muscle tissue means 
less energy needed to sustain it. But it 
also means less maximum strength. 
And, notice that reduced muscle mass, 
suppressed testosterone, higher corti- 
sol, rising myostatin and free radical 
damage are either signs of aging, or 
causes of aging. Think about how thin 
and minimum muscled hard-core 
marathoners are compared to sprinters 
or weight lifters. That’s specific adap- 
tation to extreme aerobics. 

In exchange for lower air consump- 
tion, youre weaker (in terms of 
maximum strength) and you’re aging the 
body. Sure, if you’re into marathons or 
similar sports that’s how you train and 
certainly it’s healthier than being a couch 
slug. But for saving air while tekking? 


Maintaining your lean 
muscle mass means that in an 
emergency, you have anaero- 
bic strength. You can pour on 

bursts of power or help a 
fully laden diver up a ladder. 


There’s a better way. If you want better 
air consumption, focus on streamlining 
and technique. Use good buoyancy 
control and pace yourself well within your 
limits. Good diving technique is 90 per- 
cent of good air consumption. 

Your fitness should be more bal- 
anced. You need cardiovascular fitness, 
but that doesn’t require marathon-type 
training. Rather than extreme aerobics, 


go for 20 to 30 minutes in your target 
heart rate zone, two or three times 
weekly (see a certified fitness trainer or 
your physician for your zone). You can 
do this swimming, running, bicycling, 
etc. Thirty to 45 minutes is OK if 
you're trying to burn excess fat, but 
don’t go much longer than that. 

To complete and balance your 
fitness, spend an hour, two or three times 
weekly, with free or machine weights to 
maintain or increase your lean mass 
(muscle) and strength. Lean mass tends 
to decline as we age unless we take steps 
to keep or restore it (depending on your 
present fitness level), and the only way to 
do this is through resistance (typically 
weight) training. You also need to eat 
well, of course. 

Maintaining your lean muscle mass 
means that in an emergency, you have 
anaerobic strength. You can pour on 
bursts of power or help a fully laden 
diver up a ladder. As a bonus, this fit- 
ness program tilts physical processes 
toward antiaging instead of aging, and 
it’s easier to lug your gear around. It’s 
also easier to keep excess fat off with 
higher lean mass (muscle tissue) 
because your resting metabolic rate is 
higher. 

Ultimately, your air consumption 
may still be a bit higher than an 
extreme aerobics diver, but much 
better than if you didn’t 
keep fit. You’ll probably 
comfortably wear bigger 
tanks, all else being 
equal, which offsets any 
real difference with the 
extreme aerobics athlete. 
And, if an emergency 
arises, you'll be more 
likely than the extreme 
aerobics athlete to have 
the strength and power 
you need to handle it. 


CAUTION: Before beginning 
any exercise program, consult your 
physician or health professional. 


Karl Shreeves ts VP. Technical 
Development for DSAT and PADI, an 
avid tek diver and a Tec Deep Instructor 
Trainer. He’s also been certified by 
the International Sports Sciences 
Association as a personal trainer. 
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International Coastal Cleanup 

The Ocean Conservancy’s 17th 
Annual International Coastal 
Cleanup will take place on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, from 9:00 AM 
to Noon. Last year, 9,266 divers in 
60 countries and 45 US. states 
took part in this one-day effort to 
clean up the environment. 
To learn how to take part in helping out 
your local beaches and waterways, visit 
Www.oceanconservancy. org. 


Scuba Extasea Show 

This year’s Scuba Extasea Show 
will take place from Sept. 27 to 29 at 
the Colorado Convention Center in 
Denver, CO. A full schedule of semi- 
nars will feature presentations on a 
variety of topics, such as exotic dive 
spots, underwater photography tech- 
niques and the newest in scuba gear 
and products. An amateur underwater 
photo competition will also be held. 
For more information, call (303) 892- 


6800 or visit www. bigasalloutdoors.com. 


9th Annual Cayman Madness Weeks 
The first week kicks off on Sept. 5, 
with the last one (there are six) begin- 
ning on Oct. 10. In addition to the 
great Grand Cayman diving, partici- 
pants will enjoy activities such as a 
Saturday Night beach luau, 
Caribbean Night, Underwater 
Treasure Hunt, Dacor, Sea & Sea, 
Kodak and SeaVision Equipment 
Test Dive Programs. Plus $10,000 of 
dive prizes will be awarded at a BBQ 
following the Treasure Hunt on the 
closing day of each week. 
For more information, call (345) 949- 


2022 or visit www.caymanmadness.ky. 


DEMA Show 2002 

On Oct. 22 to 25, the dive trade 
will gather in Las Vegas, NV, for 
DEMA’s first “Fall show.” 
Numerous new business programs 
and events have been scheduled. For 
attendees, new educational seminars 
have also been developed, and many 
of diving’s celebrities will be on 
hand—Jean-Michel Cousteau, Cathy 
Church, Wyland, free diving cham- 
pion Megan Heany-Grier and others. 
For more information, call (800) 862- 
3483 or visit www.dema.org. 








































Influential Women in Scuba 
Hillary Viders 


AN INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN’ SPEAKER’ AND AUTHOR, 
Hillary’s has been deeply involved in many aspects of diving, includ- 
ing the environment and diver safety. Often sought-after for media 
interviews and _ background 
briefings, she has appeared on 
ABC News, been quoted in US'‘A 
Today and National Geographic, 
and continues to use her exper- 
tise to further diving’s awareness 
to the general public. 

The first Director of Envir- 
onmental Programs for NAUI and 
an Honorary Member of PADIs 
Project AWARE program, Hillary 
authored Marine Conservation For 
The 21st Century several years ago, 
and has seen many of her sugges- 
tions and ideas adopted. ‘The 1997 DAN/Rolex Diver of the Year and a 2001 NOGI 
recipient, she was also honored by then-President Bill Clinton with the prestigious 
Take Pride in America Award in 1999. 

Hillary is frequently called upon for her knowledge of deep diving and rescue 
techniques. She has consulted with the U.S. State Department, Department of 
Commerce, U.S. Navy and New York State and local police. She lent her expertise 
to the recovery efforts for the tragic TWA Flight 800 crash. She continues to teach 
courses on hyperbaric medicine, search and rescue, deep diving and salvage. 

Hillary also helped to start the Women’s Scuba Diving Hall of Fame 
in March 2000. 


Jennifer King © 
AS A CERTIFIED DIVER FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS, es HAS BEEN AN 


diving. An instructor certified through a number of training organizations, 
_ she has traveled and worked as a dive instructor throughout the U.S. 
and Caribbean. 


_ Los Angeles County Underwater Instructors Association, and 
was active in promoting diving to the Southern California 
4 ce One consumer dive shows. _ 


Women’s Scuba Association. 
Lorraine Sadler, she was at the forefront of 
women’s diving issues, and helped numerous scuba equip- 


designed with women in mind. pes 
_ Since then, she has been a featured speaker on women’s 


®. and family diving issues at the DEMA Trade Show and _ 3 
numerous consumer r shows across ae oes See 


\e ious the annual Women's Bewe inne Hall © 
\ | & of Fame event at the Beneath the Sea Sades ino 


_ New York. ie 
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| Zale Parry : 
| SHE’S BEEN NICKNAMED “THE FIRST | 
i lady of diving,” | 
| Zale Parry was among the first and } 
| most prominent female divers in the | 
| early days of scuba diving, when mil- | 
| lions saw diving in its black-and-white | 
| splendor through the TV series Sea | 
| Hunt. Zale appeared in many episodes 
| of this series, and helped to show that 
| women could dive just as effortlessly as 

| the men. | 


active and key proponent of scuba diving and issues related to women in 


From £990 to 1992 , Jennifer kelled as the first, and only, President of the : 
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| Together with 


ment manufacturers in the creation of equipment — 


BY SCOTT D. JONES 


A look at those who helped define diving and continue to push it forward. 


and for good reason. 


In August 1954, Zale set a women’s 


| depth record on scuba at 209 feet. The | 
| publicity from the event help put her on 
| the cover of Sports Illustrated magazine. 
| As a result, when Hollywood needed a 
i woman for any water-oriented project, 
| they usually called upon Zale. 


Her enthusiasm for diving and con- 


| tinued dedication to the sport has | 
| resulted 
i awards. After being named the first | 
| woman President of the Underwater 
| Photographic Society in 1960, Zale has 
| since been recognized with DEMA’s 
| “Reaching Out Award,” the WSA | 
| “Diver of the Year” award, induction 
| into the Women’s Diving Hall of Fame | 
! as a inaugural member in 2000, and 
| most recently, was inducted in the | 
| International Scuba Diving Hall of 
|; Fame in the Cayman Islands. 


in numerous honors and 





Zale continues to be an active diver and 


| gets in the water whenever possible. She 
i and Al Tillman completed the first of 
| three books on the history of scuba div- 
| ing, Scuba America, last year. 
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BY RYAN ALLEN 


Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 


The Great Oyster War 


IT WAS THE AGE-OLD DILEMMA OF THE OLD VS. THE NEW, TRADITION VS. 
technology, oyster tongers vs. oyster divers. In February 1982, Ellsworth Boyd 
wrote of the “Great Oyster War,” which was ripping through the chilly waters 
of Chesapeake Bay. The oyster tongers (who got their name from the hand- 
operated tongs used to scrape clusters of oysters from the bottom of the bay) 
had claimed “squatters’ rights” over the bay’s bounty since 1820. Whereas 
tongers usually worked in 10 to 20 depth waters, scuba divers had no limits 
when it came to depth and could drift close to the bottom, choosing the best 
of the brood. Divers told tongers not to be threatened by their increasing num- 
bers, as the harsh diving conditions would weed out all but the most committed. 
The unsettled debate left the tongers grumbling, but it was predicted that at 
some point they would join forces with the divers against a new threat on the 


horizon—“power dredging.” 
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The Diving Revolution In Cuba aa 
IN May 1970, RICHARD R. FAGEN WROTE OF INFILTRATING THE GUARDED WATERS (fara. 
of Cuba. Working with Cuba’s “Department of Underwater Investigations of the Cuban 
Academy of Sciences,” he dived wrecks such as the Sanchez Barcaiztegu1, long ignored 
by all but the marine life teeming in the waters that surrounded it. At one point, he lost 
his U/W camera, only to have it recovered by a freediving local who got his start as a lob- 
ster diver and violated everything that Fagen was taught in diving classes. Exploring 
_ waters in restricted military areas, the author was in awe of the “diversity, size and inno- 
cence” of the fish who had most likely never seen a human before, and “...came upon a 
scene more primitive and exciting than [he] had ever encountered during [his] 15 years 
of diving in the Caribbean.” He noted that the Cubans did not view their rich waters as 
a tourist attraction, but encouraged readers to seize the opportunity to visit if they were 
lucky enough to get permission from the State Department. Since government policy has 
scantly changed during the past 32 years, ae acs the waters haven’t as well. = 


=" — Christ of the Deep , 
Tener IT BEGAN WITH A JOURNEY. IN FEBRUARY 1963, JOE 
Cappo reported on the arrival of the 9-foot bronze statue 
>. “Christ of the Deep” to the North American continent. 

_ It had traveled over waters all the way from Genoa, Italy, 
finally landing upon the shores of Chicago’s Windy City 
‘Navy Pier on August 6,1962. 
ee TS “ike, Dedicated to all those who have perished at sea, the statue was a gift from 
Egidio Cresse of Italy, and created by Guido Golletti, a noted Italian artist. It 
is a duplicate of “Cristo degli Abissi,” which resides at the bottom of the Mediterranean Ocean off Portofino, 
Italy. The “Christ of the Deep” was cast from the same mold as the original. 

Upon its arrival in Chicago, care of the statue was transferred to representatives of the Florida Board of Parks 
and Historic Memorials. With the help of the Naval Reserve, a training flight transported the 30,000 pound statue 
to Orlando, and it eventually made its way to Pennekamp State Park off Key Largo, FL. On August 25, 1965, it was 
submerged and bolted to concrete slabs—its journey over, destined to become a landmark for divers. ** 
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Every day, divers are humbled by the sheer exhilaration of encountering marine life. From curious 


Calico Bass and playful dolphins, to sleek sharks and heart-stopping Humpback Whales—to be in their 


oes midst is the “stuff” of diving. $o, each month, Skin Diver guest writers will relive their unique moments 


SOMETIMES A FRUSTRATING PROBLEM TURNS OUT 
to be a blessing in disguise. My dive buddy, Guen, 
and I are about to learn this lesson as we dive the 
wreck of the Benwood in Key Largo, FL. 

In going through my camera check ritual at the 
beginning of the dive, I discover a problem with the 
dual strobe connector. My options are to continue 
the dive with an unreliable camera system, re-board 
to attempt a hasty repair, or simply hand it to a 
crewmember and dive “naked” without it. I reluc- 
tantly choose the latter. 

While Guen and I are exploring the top of the 
wreck, I notice a large Gray Angelfish to my left. As 
we drift toward her, I notice 10 feet of fishing line 
extending from the angel’s belly. Evidently, the angel is used to 
divers because she nonchalantly watches our approach. A shin- 
ny, metal object protrudes from the base of her ventral fin. 
Casually inching closer and closer, I cringe to see it is an embed- 
ded stainless steel hook. 

I debate as to whether to do 
something or let nature take its 
course. I know the area is either 
infected or will be soon. If the 
hook has not punctured any 
major organs and the infection 
is minimal, she may be able to 
shed the hook on her own and 
survive. Conversely, the line 
could become entangled, leaving 
the angel venerable to predators, 
additional stress, further injury, 
massive infection and starva- 
tion. So, I decide to act. 

I drift behind the angelfish 
and concentrate on the trailing 
line. When it passes within 
reach, I take the line with both 
hands and steadily pull her to 
us. She briefly fights against 
the tension, then appears to 
accept her fate. 

When the angelfish finally 
reaches my BC, I cradle her in my left arm. She immediately 
goes limp, without struggling or trying to escape. A careful 
inspection of her lower abdomen reveals no signs of infection; 
she was probably hooked within the past few days. After a deep 
breath, I gently, but firmly, push the hook up, around and then 
down. I smile and release a stream of bubbles as it easily slides 











under the sea, leaving us at the edge of our seats and aching to get back in the water. 


out on the first attempt. I examine the remaining wound, then 
release our patient and pray for her full recovery. 

Instead of racing away or hiding, the angelfish slowly swims to 
a coral outcropping, then circles back toward us. She simply stares 
at two open-mouthed, bewildered divers and swims even closer. 
When she closes to within three feet, the angel begins to swim fig- 
ure-eights around us. She even rubs against me a few times like 
one of my cats back home. I do not know what to think or feel 
until the angelfish stops directly in front of my face mask. She 
seems to be trying to read my thoughts or convey some unspoken 
message. ‘Transfixed by her gaze, I lose track of time and have no 
clue how long the moment lasts. As the angel swims over to 
Guen, I know I have been touched in a most profound way. 

We decide to continue to explore the Benwood. After swim- 
ming about 30 feet, I turn to look for our new friend. 
Apparently the encounter is over because the angelfish is 
nowhere to be seen. Imagine my surprise as I face forward to 
find her in front of my mask again! For the remainder of the 


An Angel in Need of Mercy 
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dive, the angelfish is our ever-present companion. Wherever 
we go, she follows, leads or swims by our side, rarely straying 
much further than an arm’s length away. When our pressure 
gauges indicate that there is no more bottom time left, we 
reluctantly say goodbye, and I’m thankful that, for once, my 
camera did not get in the way. ** —sy a. scOTT JOHNSON 
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The scenery in clize 
just got even more Beautipul! 


Sun Dancer II has arrived in 0lizc, and she’s a bcauly. 

Join Peter Hughes Diving and The Dancer Fleet’ for a celebration 

of the sights of Belize aboard the most luxurious liveaboard ever. 

Sun Dancer II sets the standard for liveaboard luxury with first class 

Yai ad(ase-lalemlealcialial=-wryllelam meolaai ie) am:leli-mer-lolia mo digam-lscielia-m kel iia(oce 
morning beverage brought to your suite, five star full course dining, 
24-hour safety watches and extra attention from our professional, 
qualified crew. 
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ypraphy by Guy Miller, Gec reienny By i ley jay ireland, reter Lange 


Send in this ad with your reservation 
receive a personalized Dancer Fleet™ 
wT terry cloth bathrobe, FREE! 


Test Dive Fleet | al 7 Must book and deposit before 12/31/02. One ad (robe) per person, robe shipped from the U.S., comes in 3 colors subject 
Sete ' to availablity, one size fits all, shipped after final payment for a 7 or 10 day trip is received. Allow 3 - 6 weeks for delivery. 


5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ° Fax: 305-669-9475 


|-800-9-DANCER 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


www. sbi aan 


Photo © Michele Westmorland ©2002. Peter Hughes. All rights reserved. 
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| THERE’S ONLY ONE 


JEER LIBERTY. GOVERNMENT’S HIGHEST SIDE-IMPACT AND DRIVER FRONT-IMPACT RATINGS. * * * * * 
Advanced peace of mind comes to the adventure-minded with ample protective gear— multistage air bags* supplemental 
| | side curtain air bags,” and outboard rear-seat head restraints. Liberty has earned the government's highest side-impact 
and driver front-impact rating. For more information, call 1-800-925-JEEP or log on to jeep.com for all the reassuring details. 


*Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children 12 and under. **Optional. Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 


inn ieee wu  aSSooooooooo——ESerwewre — 












- Dn 
> 






> 


<THE WORLD'S: M0: 


% 


#BX6 









Www.skin-diyer.com 


an €Map-usa magazine 











AND SNORKELING MAGAZINE * NOVEMBER 2001 

















sot ca 


a ra 











EE a 























TS 8h anaes 


EB RS UST IRN hee wp cee MED I 


PS 






JEER WRANGLER No matter how evolved, mankind has never lost the instinct to wander the planet. Enter Jeep Wrangler. 
The original go-anywhere vehicle that set the standard for four-wheel drive. Together with its available 4.0 litre Power Tech} 
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Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 
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MAN ROAMS THE EARTH 
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FERNS AND PRIMITIVE PLANTS APPEAR 








VOLCANOES COVER THE EARTH 


Jeep 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 


engine, Wrangler capability advances to new levels. Ideal for those times when you want to explore past civilizations or 
just leave the present one behind. So, when you get the urge to wander, call 1-800-925-JEEP or visit www.jeep.com. 











A simple glance through any part of a clear Ikelite housing assures 
the system is safe by providing a visual inspection of the camcorder 
and complete monitoring of all functions. And you have a clear view 
of what is being recorded on the large color monitor. 





Ikelite offers over 100 stock video housings for Sony and JVC 
camcorders. Today's ultra-compact camcorders offer more 
features and higher quality while maintaining the simplicity of 
operation to easily record the beautifully vivid colors and 
wondrous creatures of the sea. Our small lightweight video 
systems are designed for today's traveling diver and incorporate a 
variety of important specialized features. 


A simple glance through any part of the clear housing assures 
the system is safe by providing visual inspection of the camcorder 
and complete monitoring of all functions including large color 
displays of what is being recorded. 


Housings are easy to use; simply mount the camcorder to the 
tray, slide it into place, and secure the back. You are ready. 
Housings include multiple controls, an optical dome port 
specifically designed for underwater photography to increase 
color saturation and image definition. The Video-eye magnifier 
allows easier viewing while wearing a diving mask. The UR/Pro 
color filter is perfect for sunlight situations underwater to 80' 
(24m) depth. With our Quick-Release base you can install the 
Ikelite Pro Video-Lite in seconds. 
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PICTURE THE DIVE 


underwater systems ad <a ~ 
50 W 33rd Street »: 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317-923-4523 
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Add the important dimension of color to your video footage. 
Ikelite offers 3 models of video lites. 


Video-Lite 45 has a 50 watt primary light with ultra-wide 100° even cov- 
erage and a built-in modeling light. Burn time 35 min. per charge. 


Super-C Video-Lite is an intense 19W beam powered by industrial-grade 
ni-cads. Burn time is one hour per charge. 

Pro Video-Lite is a complete system with light head, mounting arm, bat- 
tery pack, 5 hr. charger and cable with in-line switch. Available in 50 or 100 
watt versions. Lite head includes 20 watt modeling/night diving light. 


For product information contact your local dive shop or Ikelite for a free catalog or visit www. ikelite.com 








ices DANCER FLEET 
~~) AMENITIES & FEATURES: 





Evening turndown bed service 
Morning coffee service to your cabin 
Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 


Gourmet olin with morning & 
afternoon snacks 


Fresh room towels daily & towels 
after every dive 


Dive platform assistance 

Daily E-6 processing 

24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 


Air conditioning throughout staterooms 
and all common areas (Antares - 
staterooms only) 


Private ensuite bathrooms 
Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 
Audio/video entertainment centers 


Photo and video labs with light and 
work tables 


Open air sundecks w/covered areas 


Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 


Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il & Antares) 


Fresh water equipment/ camera rinse 


phy Credits: S. Frink, T. Peluso, R. Frehsee, R. Ferguson 





Airport transfers 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 

Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 

Up to four or five dives daily 

Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 
CYP ee MTCC MA Clin COMMA CHC CREO. Free Nitrox fills thru 2000 (except Antares) 


Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ¢ Fax: 305-669-9475 ; 
Check-out our Internet Site at: 


800-9-DANCER www.peterhughes.com 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com for periodic specials! 





© 2000. Peter Hughes. All fr 





¢ Grand Turk, TCI « Providenciales, TCI * Belize * Galapagos Islands (2001) * Los Roques, Venezuela ¢ Silver Bank, D.R. (Whale Trips) * Palau * Papua New Guinea 
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the tan of a king. 


BA’S WRECK RODEO 
SUrU MARL S SHREEVES discovers 
ad tate wreck diving in Aruba’s soft 


Surroundings. 


THE JEWELS IN EASTERN 
MICRONESIA’S CROWN 
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D CURACAO IN THE BLOOD 

KARL SHREEVES goes home for the first 


time and finds that his past is as rich 
s the waters that surround it. 
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— Volume Fifty « Number Eleven 


ABOUT THE COVER: 
Devil's Eye, Ginnie Springs 
Photo: Doug Perrine 


Background photo: 

Massive Porites coral. 

Majuro Atoll, Eastern Micronesia 
Photo: Brad Doane 


Get it at Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
e Register to win a dive trip to the Maldives ¢ Check out destination guides to the world of diving 


© Copyright 2001 by emap usa. All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA. 





ARUBA Kar! Shreeves is a om guy, SO when 
: » we asked him to 

go spend some 
time with Jane 
and Debbie in 

ruba‘s Aruba, he had no 
wreck Rodeo qualms. These 
pretty ladies are completely intact, in warm and 
relatively shallow water, and have lots of eligible 
friends. Aruba’s coasts are sprinkled with coral- 
encrusted wrecks, buzzing with marine life. It's 
the kind of wreck diving divers dream about. 
Make a date on page 56. 





THE CAYMAN ISLANDS Divers are so intent 
on seeing what's 


birds, underwater they 
turtles BOM UI ESTIINS 
— Ba | what's on top. In 
- the Cayman 





cinating animal life extends beyond the sea. 
Combining diving with bird watching and bat 


Islands, the fas- § 


_ CENTRAL FLORIDA Its the holidays, so 


re. seers 





eee es 


hunting (yup, bats) reveals a side that many : 


bubble blowers never take the time to see. Start 
your multi-environment safari on page 78. 





aruba 
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7H See cease Sears SeTe 


moneys — tight. 
That trip to the 
Caribbean aint 





parents are com- 
ing, and your lil 
girl is gonna throw a fit unless she gets that Brit- 
ney Spears pink cell phone she wants. Need to 
get away? Check out the Florida Springs. Dive in 
a freshwater sanctuary and spend some time 
confiding with a curious and cuddly Manatee. 
Clock out and jump in on page 44. 


its a roots run deep, and for tek 
diver Karl 
shreeves, 
deep is not a 
problem. Join 
shreeves as 
he dives into 
his own history and acquaints himself with the 





: beauty of the Superior Producer, the Dutch 


language and the towering mounds of coral at 
Mushroom Forest. To great-grandmother's 


: house we go on page 86. 





central florida 
cayman 


curacao 


ee one 


happenin’, your : 


: 


: EASTERN MICRONESIA Ever kick yourself 
for not acting on 
a hot stock tip? 
Well, you'll feel 
worse if dont 
take our advice 
and get out to 
the far flung islands of Micronesia. Like rare 
gems, the 2,000-plus islands and atolls are 





? tucked in low-lying beds of coral. Mahi Mahi, 


Marlin and sharks fill these rich waters, making 
anyone who gets here a diver of good fortune. 
Pull your lottery numbers on page 68. 


JORDAN It's amazing what a dive-minded 
Royal Ree fs monarch can 
" “. do for the envi- 
ronment. King 
Abdullah is an 
enthusiastic 
diver and 


responsible for turning his nation’s short but 
rich coastline into a marine preserve. Several 
artificial reefs have been put down, thanks to the 
King, and divers are just beginning to discover 
this desert paradise. Get reign-ed in on page 50. 





eastern micronesia 














PETER VERHOOG and 
GEORGINA WIERSMA lived 
on the shores of the southern Red 
Sea for six months. They made 
hundreds of dives, saw many great 
and small strange creatures, but 
never succeeded in discovering a 
frogfish or a seahorse while there. ‘That’s 
why the traveling, diving, writing and 
photographing couple headed for Jordan, 
not only a real kingdom, but also a magic 
kingdom of seahorses and frogfish. And 
there, it finally happened. ** 


CONTRIBUTORS 





The late John Denver sang,“...coming 
home to a place he’d never been before,” 
which KARL SHREEVES did on his re- 
cent trips to Curacao and Aruba. “My 
family goes back 200 years there,” he 
says. “My mother was born on Curacao 
and my grandmother on Aruba. I went 
for the diving, but the trip really put me 
in touch with the past. The diving was 
great, by the way.” 

Strong praise coming from Skin 
Diver’s tekkie guru, who once said that if 
forced to choose, he’d “trimix dive ina 
300-foot-deep swimming pool before no- 
decoing it on a 30-foot-deep reef.” 
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RT SCUBA $7. LUCIA 


* ANSECHASTANET RESO 


~ One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 
and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 
heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the 
romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with 
our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, 
St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 


_— 


Tel: (758) 459-7000 “Fax: 


Cail us for our color brochure, contact your 






FRANQUILITY.° ROMANCE “ADVENTURE 


$88 -GO-LU GBA. (465 8242) 
P.O.Box 7000,* Soufriere, St.Lucia, West Indies 


ANSE ROASTARET RESORT > SCUBA’ST. LUCIA» 


gett peste 3 . 
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758)°459-7700 


a travel agent or go to 
http://www.ansechastanet.com 


GUINE &A.’ 


FT DIVING 


WITR MIKE BA 


“You will enjoy exceptional marine life 
: ‘i biodiversity, estimated to be 2 times 
greater than the Red Sea and 5 times 


greater than the Caribbean.” 


-Mike Ball 


’ for Papua New Guinea’s 


best marine life biodiversity. 


, Papua New Guinea's Pelagic 
Capital, for big fish and shark action. 





WIN THE TRIP 
OFA 
LIFETIME! 
Check out our - 
website 
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Mike Ball 
Dive Expeditions 
so ‘Re 


U.S. office hours: 
Noon-9 pm PST, 3 pm-midnight EST 





usa @ mikeball.com 
www.mikeball.com 
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EDITORIAL 


“YOUR HEART WILL NEVER BE IDLE AGAIN.” 
These words glared at me from the back page of a 
magazine. I saw this ad while waiting for a flight. 
It featured a sleek car of some kind. 7hat’s an 
interesting little sentence, the editor inside me 
thought, then I filed the seven words away in my 
subconscious, and settled into the business of 
being an editor. I called frequent contributor Fred 
Garth to discuss a few article ideas. 

“Oh, hi, Ty,” said his wife. “Fred’s not here. He’s 
down at the springs. Ill tell him you called.” 

“OK. Thanks.” 


I checked my watch, figured out what time it was in Holland, then called Peter Verhoog and Georgina 





Weirsma to arrange travel dates for a story. 

Beeeeeeep...“ Thanks for calling, we will be in Jordan until the 23rd.” 

I hung up, my Puritan work ethic beginning to feel the pangs of being unproductive. Then, my 
phone rang. 

It’s Daryl Carson, features editor and gear guru calling from Catalina Island, CA. 


“Ty, we’re going to have to reschedule the gear bag photo shoot.” 


Your Heart Will Never Be Idle Again 


“Why?” 
““Well...we got out to the cove and all these sea lions came out to play...we had 70 feet of viz...we thought, 
oh, just one dive. It led to three dives...and then we lost the good light. You know how it is.” 

Well, we do work for a dive mag, I thought. But, more importantly, it was tim: to excel, time for a good, 
productive command decision. 

“Okay, reschedule.” 

I hung up all aglow, my work ethic felt muscular again, but I was envious. I’d missed the dives with one 
of my favorite marine creatures, sea lions. For a brief moment, I stewed. 

Then the words, “Your heart will never be idle again,” returned. 

Hmmm.... That ad, now that I thought about it, was all wrong. It had a photo of a sports car. It should 
have had a photo of a diver. He’d be hovering in the air-clear water of the Florida springs, maybe thinking 
of his next trip, perhaps to Lawrence of Arabia’s Gulf of Aqaba off Jordan. Or, perhaps the diver would 
be loading a gear bag with cool swag, before jetting off on a wild blue adventure. So, going with the flow, I 
put all three ideas in this issue. Fred got 500 million years deep into Florida’s springs—absolutely went 
Jurassic on the place. Peter and Georgina...well, they did indeed dive a destination fit for a diver king, the 
royal-by-decree-reefs of Jordan. And Daryl got the shots, only experiencing a little emotional baggage by 
taking time away from his diving. ’m happy to say none of them has ever gotten enough of being wet. 
Their hearts are already in full motion, ready to explore some more. 

Good diving. 


Ty SAWYER, EDITOR 
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The ReefMaster offers unmanenee 
expandability; start with just the 
Camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 


ReefMaster CL ReefMaster RC 


Compact and lightweight. Slip proof rubber armored 

Fully expandable with housing, rugged and fully 

all SeaLife accessories. expandable with all SeaLife 

F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 

speed. $149* shutter speed with color 
corrected flash. $189* 


Pioneer Research 





ReefMaster PRO Set ReefMaster MAXX 


Includes RC Camera, 3X Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 


MACRO Lens / Underwater 2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. $729* 
Filter, External Flash and 


Dive Travel Carry Case. $419* 
*Suggested List Price. 


vores Pw ReefMaster 


1-800-257-7742 « Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
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Test Dive a Better System! Skin Diver 


Dacor hu. b., a complete life support system in a simple easy-to-use design. ig ees 
This system makes your flee more relaxing, more comfortable ang enjoyable. ) 
MICHELLE DANNER 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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ASSISTANT EDITOR 
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COPY EDITOR 
KYLE FOSTER 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT/ COPYWRITER 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDITOR 
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MARTY SNYDERMAN 
FIELD EDITOR 
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KIMBERLY RICHEY 
ART DIRECTOR 
BERNICE GUEVARRA 
ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR 
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ADVERTISING COORDINATOR 
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KARL SHREEVES * DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT 
LARRY TACKETT ¢ NORBERT WU * WYLAND 


SKIN DIVER ONLINE 
Two large gear YT et Bleett 


encompassing : ~ DaryL CARSON 


pockets keep all EDITOR 
gauges and octo 
hoses out of the 
way and within 
convenient reach. 


Backpack: ergonomic core Revolutionary AirTrim 
of the h.u.b. system creates system features oversized ROT ORAL OFEICES 
perfect stability and balance inflation and deflation 6420 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 

in all swim positions. buttons for easy use and Oe cen ee eee eet 
A retractable handle to assure precise eek Q “a ee eae = pe 
provides for easy transport. buoyancy control. he 


EMAP USA 
Visit your Dacor retailer fora FREE h.u.b. demo and special limited time offer. AG denne apeieee 


6420 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
(>) h.u.b. Los ANGELES, CA 90048-5515 
. 323) 782-2000 
Your passage to diving freedom. ea 


Reprints of articles in this publication are available. 
For reprints of 100 or more, call (800) 256-8271. 


WPA emapusa B 


SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES 
Dacor Corporation, One Selleck Street, Norwalk, CT @6855 www.divedacor.com within the U.S. phone (800) 800-3487, 


outside the U.S. phone (303) 678-0354 


pI PIECING IS Dov 


The professionals choice since 1954 
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Truk Aggressor Il, a 

divers dream, Huge 

camera table. Rebreathers. 

Nitrox. Private staterooms 

with en suite bath. E-mail. 

Hot tub. The newly renovated 
Truk Aggressor IT offers up to 18 divers the finest live- 
aboard accommodations and service in Micronesia. And 
after a week aboard, we think you’ ll agree. 

Throughout your adventure, you'll explore coral 
encrusted planes, tanks and ships which were destroyed in 
one of WWII most fierce battles. Anemones, hard corals 
and brilliant soft coral plumes, some of the largest in the 
world, cover every square inch of metal. Many of Truk’s 
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wrecks, such as the Kansho Maru and Fujikawa Maru, are 
penetrable, allowing Aggressor divers an in-depth look at the 
ships’ cargo holds and artifacts. 
Just leave your worries at the dock and 
experience the most diving has to offer on 
a care-free Truk Aggressor I 
vacation. When booking, pocEEsSo, 
ask us about our many 
specials including free 
spots for groups and 
“back-to-back” discounts. FLEET 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards© 
A full service travel agency 


Dive the wrecks of Truk Lagoon Toll Free in the U.S. and Canada 


from your desktop! View our thrilling 888-348-2628 
videos at www.aggressor.com. Www. aggressor.com 


ACG. GRE SS: OUR FASE ET 


II RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS TrRuK LAGOON 


Ph: 985-385-2628 » Fax: 985-384-0817 .P ©. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 + E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 


Photos: Wayne Hasson and Rod Klein 
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leaving weekly from Nassau 
to the Exuma Cays. 


Shavks, groupevs, painted walls, blue holes ana wove. 
Nitvox, photo/video lab aboava. 22 passengers / || cabins. 
Seakayaking, fishing, bivAing, beaching... 


..the ultimate escape on your own private yacht. 


PO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 © 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 


email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www.aquacatcruises.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 
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Call immediately to ‘hook your dive vacation. 
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PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335- 1766 . 


E-mail ts: info@nealwatson. com 
Get information 24 hours a day at 











www.nealwatson.com 





NEAL WATSON'S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


















WALKER'S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 








Walker’s Cay Undersea Adventures, 
Abaco Bahamas - The world’s hottest shark 
dive. Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, 
hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling before you as 
they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protect- 
ed marine park. A private island resort. 3 day, 2 night 
packages starting at 396.00 pp. 


http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.html 
Email: walkers@nealwatson.com 


WAL KFR'S CAY ABACO BAHAMAS 


SCUBA BIMINI 

DIVE CENTER 
Scuba Bimini Undersea Adventures, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, but a 
world away. Wrecks, reefs and wails, tons o1 
outstanding marine 
life, located at newly we - 
remodeled hotel with 
restaurant and bar. 
PADI dive instructors 
on staff. 3 day, 2 ‘ ania 
night packages starting at 234. 00; pp. 
http://www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 





BIMINI, BAHAMAS 


7) pee? 


7. i 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


— 





Xanadu Undersea 

Adventures, Freeport 

Bahamas - Offers up to four 

dives daily including night 

dives, wrecks, hand feeding 

sharks, walls, instruction 

and rental. Enjoy our private beach, pool & tennis. 
We re minutes from goif, casino & shopping. 3 day, 
2 night packages starting at 165.00 pp. 
http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu. html 

Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 


FREEPORT, BAHAMAS 





a4 yz 
* ey OD 











Readers Speak Out 


stayed there with my new fiance and his family. The locals were 


We just want you all at Skin Diver to know how _ ‘really friendly. They took us fishing and even organized a real 
much we love Wyland’s new column [Blue _ luau for us right on the property. 
Adventures for Kids]. We recently We were all disappointed when the partnership 
went on a family vacation to Maui, soured and my father-in-law elected to sell out. Years 


and visited the Wyland gallery. My Skin Diver later, the Hawaiian government bought the place and 


LETTERS 


husband and I have been fans of his nv a a made it into a park. I visited Pualaa State Park about 
artwork for years, and now our chil- five years ago and was saddened to see that the house 
dren (ages nine and six ) are into him FIRE was run down, the landscape unkempt and the once 
as well, especially his animated char- [ime - pristine oceanview was marred by his and hers “hon- 
acters. Our eldest is already an avid [Eimutamnre eybuckets.”’ I still tell friends to check it out if they’re 
snorkeler, and Wyland’s column and [Ete by | in the area, but I wonder if it will ever regain the 





artwork only get us all the more excit- [Btghtviauuas r= beauty and character I remember? 
ed about adventures in the sea. 
—Shawna Hodges, via e-mail 

—The Crowley Family, San Diego, CA 


I just picked up the September issue of Skin Diver and was 
I loved Fred Garth’s article on Hawaiian lava diving [August, captured by the article, ““The Bermuda Files.” I found it to be 
2001]. It’s now at the top of my “To Dive” list. My in-laws, in informative and educational, [because I have] never been to 
partnership with other investors, once owned a piece of prop-__ such a historical and fascinating place. I guess everyone has 
erty that he described. There was a huge pool that was ocean- heard of the “Bermuda Triangle,” but [A. Scott Johnson] 
fed on one side and warmed by volcanic springs on the other. It | made the magical spell of its history and beauty captivating. 
was like swimming in a hot tub full of tropical fish and eels. I 
was 18 years old and on my first Hawaiian vacation when I —Brenda Mullins, via e-mail ~=> 


“Battery Indicétor 
=90 Minute Run Time 
-Safe Front Pull Design 
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DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN’) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 
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To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 


ey eae 
TBS 


> 








How OFTEN DO YOU GET 
the chance to dive a deep, 
altitude night dive in a 
structure that also hap- 
pens to be the former 
home of a nuclear missile? 
Deep in the rattlesnake 
country of western 
Texas, my dive buddy 
and I visited an aban- 
doned ICBM missile silo 
called, “Dive Valhalla.” 
It’s a unique dive site for 
adventurous aqua-nuts 
and an interesting nota- 
tion for our logbooks, yet 
less than 200 divers have 
explored this well of 
nuclear war history. 
After only two years 
of service in the early 
1960s, the silo was 
decommissioned and 
its contents sold for 
salvage. Gradually, 
groundwater filtered 
through the four-foot 
thick reinforced walls of the silo to 
create an underground pool of clear 


EDITED BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 


water, 135 feet deep and 60 feet in 
diameter, with a large pile of steel 
debris remaining at the bottom. 

We rendezvoused with the owners 


of the silo, Mark and Linda 
Hannifin of Family Scuba Center in 
Midland, TX, one summer morn- 
ing, and they took us on an orienta- 
tion tour of part of America’s Cold 
War heritage. The Hannifins also 
conduct advanced training classes in 
their “underground swimming pool,” 
in addition to diving tours. 

In rolling hills, approximately 25 


it is presumed that the Thresher uses its tail 
to bludgeon its prey of small fish and squid. 





miles southwest of Abilene, TX, we 
could see little of the former military 
compound above ground except for the 
sealed launch doors, a small cone- 
shaped escape hatch and the reinforced 
concrete entrance to the silo, which is 
no larger than a small shed. 

Guarded by a large iron gate to keep 
out trespassers, we entered the silo’s 
doorway and immedi- 
ately descended a set of 
stairs to the first level of 
a series of winding corri- 
dors and blast doors that were designed 
to keep the former inhabitants safe from 
attack and radiation contamination. 

We had to travel down a stairwell of 


five flights to get to a cavern-like cylin- 
drical room that formerly housed the 
silo’s control center and living quarters. 
This now acts as the divers’ staging 


area, complete with a bathroom and 
changing area. With constant 60°F 
water and 68°F air temperatures, the 
silo offers a cool retreat during the hot 
summer months. At an altitude of 
2,420 feet, divers can practice a number 
of advanced skills in this deep, dark, yet 
clear pool of water. 

At the bottom of a staircase is the 


Valhalla by David Prichard 


floating entry platform. We found that 
only one person at a time can use it 
without being bounced around while 
carrying gear. We finished gearing up 


Cold water has replaced Cold 
War deep in the silo. 


and did our final checks before taking a 
giant stride into the chilly water. 

The silo’s overhead lighting system 
provided ample illumination for sur- 


‘THEY SAY YOU CAN SET YOUR WATCH 
by them. They arrive daily at this 
secret shoal that stretches six city 
blocks, and we are going to be among 
the few who have ever seen this 
marine wonder-——the ‘Uhresher Shark. 

We are diving off the coast of 
Cebu, about 25 minutes by boat from 
the resorts of Malapasqcua in the 
Philippines. The shoal is at 65 feet. 
There’s really not much to see 


here—-a few small reef fish and some 
pelagics, but otherwise just rubble. 

We have learned about a small sec- 
tion of the shoal from local friends, 
and, as far as we know, this is the 
only spot in the world that is visited 
daily by Thresher Sharks. Yes, every 
day, at exactly the same time. ‘They 
stay for a couple of hours, then they 
leave, off attending to the business of 
being a shark. 


PHOTOS (TOP TO BOTTOM): DAVID PRICHARD; ROBERT YIN. 








Divers prepare 
to giant stride 
off the entry 
platform. 





face activities and the first few 
feet of the dive, but the am- 
bient light disappeared around 40 
feet, quickly causing the water to 
become pitch black. 

We used a down-line, as we | 
quickly made our way to the rub- | 
ble-filled bottom that began around | 
100 feet. After a quick inspection of 
the girders, catwalks and other 
abandoned material, we ascended 
up to the only potential overhead 
hazard in the silo: the remains of an 
inertial guidance system shack at 50 
feet, which helped keep the missile 
on its course to its destination. 

One of the most interesting sights 
in the silo is where mineral-rich 
groundwater has seeped in and 
formed interesting calcium forma- 
tions. These arrangements look like 
small clumps of brittle spaghetti that 
have been stuck to the wall. 

We ascended through the 


IF YOU LOOK AT A PICTORIAL 
history of skin and scuba diving 
in Southern California, you are 
sure to see images of spearfish- 
ermen holding up enormous 
Giant Sea Bass. And by the 
1970s, the combination of sport 
fishing, spearfishing and com- 
mercial fishing had all but elim- 
inated Giant Sea Bass from the 
waters of Southern California. Just as 
sightings of grizzly bears, bald eagles and 
so many other apex predators have been 


reduced in 
numbers, so 
were those with 
Giant Sea Bass. 

In the late 
1970s, in an 
effort to replen- 
ish its decreas- 
ing numbers, 
the Giant Sea 
Bass (also 
known as Black 
Sea Bass, 
Stereolepis gigas) 
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of 400 pounds. 





was placed on 
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land. Three years ago a group 
of these majestic fish began to 
congregate at Italian Gardens 
off Catalina Island, CA. And 
on some dives it is possible to 
see as many as 25 Giant Sea 
Bass gliding through the kelp 
being cleaned by 
female Sheephead and Calico 
Bass. Some of these fish are 
easily six feet long and weigh in excess 


But just when we thought the Giant Sea 


Bass was on the 
rebound, divers 
began encoun- 
tering fish with 
spear shafts 
hanging out of 
their sides and 
battle scars on 
their —_ bodies. 
Spearfishing is a 
respectable 
sport, but spear- 
ing endangered, 


protected and recovering species is not. 


California’s protected species list, and Doing so is both illegal and unconscionable. 


taking them in any 
way was declared 
illegal. For almost 
25 years, few Giant 
Sea Bass were seen 
by divers, and 
many wondered if 
we had done too 
little too late. 





Body Glove and Dive ‘N Surf have partnered to 
offer a $5,000 reward for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of anyone caught 
killing a Giant Sea Bass. 

For information, call Hillary at (310) 374-3441, 


ext. 207. 


| oo 


As divers, it is 
our responsibility 
to make certain that 
marine life is 
allowed to survive 
peacefully and 
plentifully. If you 
know anyone who is 
shooting these fish, 
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please report them to the California 
Department of Fish and Game. ™#* 


Fortunately, five to seven years ago, 
divers began to see Giant Sea Bass at 
various sites off several of the 
California Channel Islands, as well as a 


bizarre shimmer of surface lights 
to finish the dive and then headed 
back up the staircase to quickly 
To learn more about this issue, log on to 


enter the data of this most unusu- | 
al journey into our logbooks. 





Thresher Sharks live in temperate 
and subtropical waters worldwide. 
They're even off the coast of San 
Diego, where we live. Still, we've never 
seen one...vet. 


They can grow to be 18 to 20 feet 
long. They have large, black eyes. 
Their trademark tails make identifying 
them easy. It’s half of the shark’s total 
body length. It’s like a Nike logo—1it’s 
the Nike Shark. 


few places along the coast of the main- 
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Just do it, 1 think to myself as the 
first one reaches the edge of the drop- 
off. Right on schedule. 

Moments later, we see another. Our 
guides think they make their daily 
visitations here because of a cleaning 
station, and we agree. We can see 
cleaner fish in action around the area 
the sharks are circling. 

The Threshers are shy. We never 
see more than two at one time. 
Maybe they are the same two, or per- 
haps they are alternating with their 


www.kelpforestcoalition. org. 
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reclusive friends. They keep their 
distance, which presents a problem 
for taking pictures. 

But we get the shots—they’re thril- 
ling. [ would say this was a once-in-a- 
lifetime dive, but the truth 1s, we are 
hoping to dive this site in Cebu for 
many years to come. Yes, we’ve been a 
bit vague on the details. This is a 
secret place. We want it to remain a 
safe haven for Thresher Sharks. With 
fins like that, it’s entirely too easy to 
wind up in somebody’s soup. 
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ENVIRONMENT 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


IN JUNE, IN CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA, 
representatives of seven nations signed 
the Agreement on the Conservation of 
Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP). With 
21 of 24 albatross species in decline, the 
legislation is timely. 

But the treaty will only be successful 
if the international community can con- 
trol the real source of the problem: the 
explosion of pirate fishing in the 
Southern Ocean. 

It is no secret that long-line fishing is 
the primary cause of avian mortality. 
Albatrosses are attracted to their long 
sets of hooks baited with squid and fish. 
The birds pounce on the hooks lying on 
the surface, are then snagged, dragged 
underwater and drowned. With some 
100 million hooks set in the Southern 
Ocean each year, it is easy to see why 
albatross populations are at risk. 

According to the National Audubon 


Flying Free 
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Society, half of all albatross populations 
contain fewer than 100 breeding pairs. 
The Amsterdam albatross, native not to 
Holland but to remote Amsterdam 
Island, is the most highly endangered; 
their numbers hover between five and 
eight pairs. 

The good news is that the fishing 
industry has been working hard on 
technology that helps to reduce the 
slaughter. Weighted hooks, for example, 
sink before the birds can get to them. 
The same result is achieved by deflating 
the swim bladders of bait fish and cast- 
ing the lines beyond the churn of boat 
propellers. So-called “lining tubes” 
distribute line beneath the surface, and 
the deployment of streamers—thrash- 
ing plastic snakes—help scare the birds 
away altogether. The ultimate in avoid- 
ance technology is the simplest: setting 
the lines at night, when the birds are 
not around. 

Legal mechanisms complement the 
technology. The Convention on 











Migratory Species, the 1996 World 
Conservation Union Montreal 


Resolution, and the measures adopted 
by the Commission for the Conservation 
of Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
target bycatch, with an eye toward 
reducing seabird mortality. 

The new treaty will build upon this 
considerable progress. It pledges signa- 
tories to minimize bycatch, conserve 
marine habitat, improve research and 
monitoring, and remove introduced 
predators at albatross breeding sites. 

But such measures are only a first 
step. The real work will begin when the 
international community, signatories 
included, begins to seriously and 
aggressively combat illegal fishing. 


Time is running out for the 
albatross—-21 of 24 
Species are in decline. 





One fishery alone, the Patagonian 
Toothfish or “sea bass” fishery, is 


responsible for most of the albatross 
deaths of the last decade. In just four 
years, some 330,000 birds were 
drowned. In one year alone, according 
to Greenpeace, the losses amounted to 
15 percent of some albatross species. 

In March, 114 nations signed on to a 
United Nations plan to combat illegal 
fishing. But the problem is not so easy 
to combat. Illegal vessels sail under so- 
called “flags of convenience,” sold to 
rogue boat owners for a small profit by 
nations unable to police their actions. 
The U.N. plan urges nations to levy 
severe sanctions against violators, but 
the real problem is more complex. 

For the demise of the albatross is 
but a symbol of a much larger issue: 
overfishing. 

It was, after all, overfishing in their 
home waters that first brought 
Spanish and South Korean fisher- 
men to Chile. And only when 
Chilean waters were fished out, they 
moved to the Southern Ocean. 

We, the consumers of “sea bass” 
Europe and North America, gladly 
do our part by making it worthwhile 
for the fishermen to exterminate 
stock after stock of toothfish. 

What we need is a comprehensive 
plan involving the institution of sus- 
tainable fishing practices, an all-out 
assault on piracy, the exposure and 
abolition of flags of convenience, 
and heightened consumer conscious- 
ness. It is a tall order, and it is begin- 
ning to happen. Whether it will hap- 
pen in time to save the albatross is 
uncertain. The new treaty gives 
these magnificent birds at least a 
fighting chance. 

But the real significance of this 
opportunity is larger than seabird 
exclusion devices and night sets. The 
albatross, that symbolic messenger of 
seafarers for centuries, is calling to us 
once again. And this time, we would 
do well to heed its message. ** 
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Roatan * Bay Islands 
mle )alelbl ects 


7 Night all-inclusive 


“romance” packages from 


$1,995* per couple 


Coniplete dive or snorkel packages 
featuring upgraded accommodations, 
dolphin program & vitleo, plus more! 


For the perfect honeymoon or 
ronuutic getcaway call 
800.227.3483 + 954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.com 


anthonyskey.com 


“Rate is per couple for a 7 night dive or snorkel 
package. 16% hotel tax not included. 

Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 
September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
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THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THE 
Nikonos 15 mm lens is a great lens. It is 
extremely sharp and versatile allowing 
creative photographers to work with 
subjects as small as a crinoid on a sea fan 
to those as large as Blue Whales. But too 
many photographers fall into the trap of 
thinking that because a 15 mm lens has a 
wider angle of acceptance and is more 
expensive than many other wide-angle 
lenses that the 15 mm lens is obviously 
better in al/ shooting scenarios. 
Sometimes the wider lens is the better 
choice, but in other instances it is not. 
All pieces of photographic equip- 
ment are designed to accomplish certain 
tasks. Used within their design parame- 
ters most modern lenses do a great job 
of helping us create the high quality 
images that we want to produce, but no 
one lens is best in all situations. The 
answer to David’s question really 
should be based on the follow-up ques- 


PRO 





ASKT 


...no one lens is best 
in all situations. 


tion, “What types of images do you 
want to create?” If he can describe 
those images, I can answer the question 
more specifically. 

The Nikonos 15 mm lens is an excel- 


Wider is Not Always Better 


BY Marty SNYDERMAN 


For animals that aren’t camera shy, a 
15 mm lens can work well. But for those 
a bit more skiddish/a 20 or 24 mm lens 
may be your best bet. 





[ wani io buy a wide-angle lens for my Nikonos V. Some people tell me the only 
lens to consider is a Nikonos 15 mm. Others say that both a 20 mm and a 
25 mm lens are much less expensive and either will be gust fine. What should I | 
do? —David C., Santa Barbara, CA 








“What types 
of images do 
you want 

to create?” 
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lent choice when photographing: large ani- 
mals such as Whale Sharks, White Sharks, 
Manta Rays and Pilot Whales; other big 
objects including ship wrecks and artifacts 
such as deck guns; also medium-sized ani- 
mals like sea lions, seals and baited sharks, 
which often allow you to get as close as you 
want; and subjects like sea fans and 
sponges that are attached to the sea floor. 
In this case you are ensured of being able 
to get upclose to your subject. 

This same list can be shot just as well 


with a Sea and Sea 16 mm lens. It is a great 
buy for the money. 

A Nikonos 20 mm lens or Sea and Sea 20 
mm lens, or even a 24 mm or 28 mm lens, is 
often a better choice for any subject that is 
difficult to get close to. These types of sub- 
jects, when photographed with a lens that 
has a wider angle of acceptance, like the 
Nikonos 15 mm, tend to appear too small in 
your frame. The 20, 24 and 28 mm lenses 
make it easier to fill a pleasing percentage of 
your frame with medium-sized subjects 





that tend to keep a little distance 
between themselves and you. Also, if 
you have only one dive or one day, I’d 
suggest taking your chances with 
medium-sized subjects, such as Blue 
Sharks, Caribbean Reef Sharks, 
Scalloped Hammerheads, and a vari- 
ety of rays and sea lions with lenses 
that have a slightly narrower angle of 
acceptance than the 94 degrees cov- 
ered by a Nikonos 15 mm lens. 

My advice is to avoid getting 


caught in the trap of thinking that a 
20, 24 or 28 mm is a poor man’s 
compromise for the wider lens that 
you really want to have. That is not 
the case. 

Certainly a Nikonos 15 mm lens 
is a great tool, but it is not always 
the best choice. A variety of other 
lenses are also excellent lenses and 
can be the better tool for the types 
of subjects and images you have 
in mind. 


Getting Started: Help Yourself Get 


Better—Faster 


ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO 
improve your underwater photog- 
raphy is to spend some time analyz- 
ing your photographs when you 
edit them. I am not talking hours, 
just a few well spent minutes can be 
helpful. As disappointing as your 
poorest shots may be, they can 
prove to be the best teacher when it 
comes to improving your work. 
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and bad strategies. 


Most of us are creatures of habit. 
In underwater photography, those 
habits might be something like 
consistently being too far away 
from your subjects, or perhaps you 
accidentally cut off the edges of 
your subjects because you have a 
tendency not to have your eye cen- 
tered within the viewfinder. The 
point is if you spend a little time 
analyzing why you like and don’t 
like particular images, odds are you 


Yellowtail Parrotfish. 
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will discover that you, too, are a 
creature of habit. Recognition and 
acknowledging the need to change 
is usually the toughest part. 
After that, all you need to do is 
figure out what you need to do 
differently in order to improve 
your techniques. Usually the 
solutions and new ideas come 
surprisingly fast, but they may 
not come at all if you just sep- 
arate your images into “good 
shots” and “throw-aways.” 
For many years I have kept 
two stacks of images by my 
light table. One stack consists of 
images I didn’t particularly like 
because I kept repeating the 
same mistake, such as badly aiming 
my strobe or being too far away 
from my subjects. The second stack 
consists of some of my best images. 
Spending just a few minutes review- 
ing both stacks before an upcoming 
dive helps the techniques that I like 
stay fresh in my mind. My bet is 
that this technique will help you as 
well, and nothing will help you 
improve like the ability to clearly see 
your strengths and your weaknesses. 


WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater Photography at www.skin- 
diver.com. This comprehensive course consists of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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Dolphin Scuba Camp 
Dec. 23-28, 2001 
MN (91791744 teed ILI 4 
Ages 5 -14, $600* per child 


All-inclusive dive and snorkel 
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activities for the entire family 
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vacation call 
800.227.2483 - 954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.corm 
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“$600 per child rate is based on maximum 1 child 
per adult, staying in the same room. 16°% hotel tax 
not included. 
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WRECKFACTS 


BY ELLSWORTH BOYD 


DIVERS FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY ARE FLOCKING 
to Florida to explore the Sunshine State’s 15 ship- 
wreck preserves that stretch from Pensacola’s panhan- 
dle to the tip of the Florida Keys. These unique cultur- 
al resources, initiated in 1987 by the Florida Bureau of 
Archaeological Research, include galleons, freighters, 
passenger vessels, a battleship, a destroyer escort and a 
vintage German racing yacht. 

The program, supervised by state underwater ar- 
chaeologist Roger Smith, started with the galleon, Ur- 
ca De Lima, one of 11 Spanish vessels that sank off Ft. 
Pierce in 1715. The Florida Maritime Heritage Trail 


The Halt Moon 


grew and prospered as more shipwrecks were added at 
strategic points along the 1,000 mile coastline. Al- 
though some of the ships were sunk as artificial reefs, 
most were victims of fires, storms or collisions. 
Historically, the Half Moon—a two-masted German 


_ 
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schooner that raced under 15,000 
square feet of canvas—remains 
one of the most fascinating on the 
trail. Built in 1908, the 154-foot- 
long sailboat, racing as the Germa- 
nia, won the coveted Kaiser’s Cup. 
In 1914, at the outset of World War 
I, she was seized by the British 
while docked at Southampton, 
England. Renamed Even, the sleek craft was sold at auc- 
tion in 1917 and sailed by her owner to New York. 

Sold again in 1921, this time to Gordon Woodbury, 
Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Navy, the yacht was re- 
fitted lavishly and renamed Half Moon. Woodbury, af- 
ter a life-threatening experience in a storm off the Vir- 
ginia Capes, stripped the vessel and sold it toa New 
York entrepreneur who cut off the keel and auctioned 
the hull for scrap. 

Towed to Florida and moored in the Miami River, 
the once proud schooner sank after the hurricane of 
1926. Raised shortly thereafter by Ernest Smiley of 
Miami, the derelict was refitted, moored offshore, and 





After enduring WW | and two deadly storms, 
the Half Moonran aground in 1930. 











used as a fishing barge and cabaret. Smi- 
ley abandoned the Half Moon during a 
fierce storm in 1930, when she broke her 
moorings and ran aground ona shoal. 

Divers explore the scattered, coral-en- 
crusted remains of the vessel in 10 feet of 
water, just outside Bear Cut, between Key 
Biscayne and Virginia Key. The wreck- 
age, marked with a bronze plaque, is cov- 
ered with a variety of marine vegetation. 
Many fish, including rays and amberjack, 
cruise among the hull and deck plates. 

For information on the Half Moon 
and the other wrecks, visit www.fl 
heritage.com/maritime or call Della 
Scott, Florida Bureau of Archaeological 
Research, (850) 487-2299. 


DON POLLARD, VIA THE INTERNET, SAYS 
he was showing his 90-year-old grandfa- 
ther some photos he took of shipwrecks 
in the South Pacific when he learned that 
his grandfather’s minesweeper, the 
YMS-39, sank after hitting a Japanese 
mine in the South Pacific during World 
War II. Don’s grandfather survived after 
spending two days drifting ona raft, but 
has no idea what 
happened to the rest 
of the officers and 
crew, or where his 
ship went down. 
Don wants to know 
if there’s any chance 
of gathering infor- 
mation about the disaster. 

I’m sending Don addresses for the U.S. 
Navy Department and the U.S. Naval 
Museum, both in Washington, D.C.. ?m 
also including a popular source, the Dic- 
tionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, 
found in major libraries and maritime 
museums. One of these sources might be 
able to help him fill in the blanks. 


WALTER BRENNER OF WAYNE, PA, 
watched a PBS television program about 
the Spanish-American War and asks, “Are 
the rusting hulks depicted on the show tru- 
ly the remains of the Spanish Caribbean 
fleet that was destroyed by the United 
States? If so, can divers explore them?” 

On May 28, 1898, a squadron of U.S. 
ships, commanded by Rear Admiral 
William Sampson, blockaded the land- 
locked harbor of Santiago de Cuba, on the 
southeastern part of the island. On July 3, 
Spanish Admiral Pascual Cervera Topete 


“Who says that all 
the good dive sites 
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tried to run the blockade and save his 
ships, but pursuing American naval ves- 
sels commanded by Commodore Win- 
field Schley, sank or forced the beaching 
of Topete’s entire fleet. Some of these 
hulks were portrayed on the PBS pro- 
gram. Divers, mostly from Europe and 
South America, explore them. American 
divers returning from exploration of 
these and other wrecks have nothing but 
positive reports about them and their 
treatment by Cuban officials and citizens. 


JIM MCCANN, PRESIDENT OF THE NEW 
York State Divers Association (NYS- 
DA), writes, “Who says that all the good 
dive sites have been found?” 

Jim names the Crystal Wreck, sitting 
upright in 110 feet of water near Long- 
point, Lake Erie, as one of the best new 
discoveries. Another one is the 300- 
year-old Elizabeth and Mary (see Na- 
tional Geographic, August 2000), found 
along the shore near Baie-Trinite on the 
St. Lawrence River. Jim says that sever- 
al archaeological groups are surveying 
sites in Lake Champlain, where NYS- 
DA members may 
be called upon 
to help measure, 
map and document 
new discoveries. 


BOB STERNER, OF 
THE NEW YORK 
City Sea Gypsies, says his club donated 
$1,000 to help create an artificial reef 
system off the coast of New Jersey. The 
site consists of 24 igloo-shaped concrete 
structures, clustered around two Army 
tanks. The structures have become 
homes for a myriad of sea life. The site, 
on Axel Carlson Reef, Barnegat, NJ, is 
70 feet deep. 

For more information, visit the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Pro- 
tection at www:state.nj.us/dep/fgw. 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Include a stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope fora personal reply. 
Ellsworth can also be e-mailed at ells- 
boyd@aol.com. Please note, Ellsworth’s e- 
mail address has changed. If you have not 
received a response from a recent inquiry, 
please resubmit your inquiry to his new e- 
mail. Thank you. 
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GEARANOGADGETS 


BY RYAN ALLEN AND DARYL CARSON 





SeaLife SportDiver 
For the budding David Doubilet in us all, SeaLife has built the 
SportDiver camera. Designed to be absolutely fool-proof, divers 
can spend happy hours underwater composing stunning 
images and clicking the shutter at will. The SportDiver's wide- 
angle lens is focus-free from 3.5 feet to infinity and a built-in 
flash gives a touch of fill light when it’s needed. A tough lexan 
housing keeps the fully-automatic 35 mm camera dry inside 
down to 100 feet. And, an oversized shutter release makes 
handling easier when wearing gloves. The SportDiver is also 
compatible with the full line of SeaLife accessories, so users 
can upgrade the system as they come closer to 
achieving Doubilet-level consciousness. 

SeaLife: (800) 257-7742, www.sealife-cameras.com “=> 





Dacor Transcend 


Dacor’s 3-in-1 air/nitrox dive computer, the Transcend, can be changed from basic 
air computer to nitrox computer to bottom timer before or between dives. All modes 
can be set to show either full display for all features or a minimal display with only 
the critical data visible. Other features include adjustable algorithm settings, a 
backlight that changes color from green to red in warning situations and an 80-dive 
memory. Also, using the PC software, divers can access a reset switch that allows for 
computer sharing. Fully operational down to 325 feet, the Transcend is powered by 
user-replaceable batteries and can be used in the console pictured or as a simple 
wrist model. The console features a built-in compass that swivels for easy use. 


28 www.skin-diver.com 


Dacor: (800) 323-0463, www.divedacor.com 





Goldcowrie Underwater Color Note Cards 

Miss Manners, Martha Stewart and Oprah all agree, 
sending a note card is an excellent way to make some- 
one feel guilty about not staying in touch. And, thanks 
to professional underwater photographer Sara 
Shoemaker, you can do it in complete underwater style. 
Her new card line, Underwater Color, features six strik- 
ing images, packaged in a set with 12 cards and 
envelopes (two cards of each image). Images include 
an anemone fish in the Solomon Islands, a French 
Angelfish in Belize and a Green Sea Turtle in the 
Cayman Islands. In addition, each card is printed with 
a short description of the animal featured. 

Goldcowrie: (310) 449-1182, www.goldcowrie.com > 



















Apeks ATX 200 
The ATX 200 regulator has an over-balanced first stage that increases inter- 
stage pressure as you go deeper to compensate for the denser air. The first stage 
comes standard with a “dry” environmental sealing system that eliminates the 
need for silicone oil or grease filling. The layout of the first stage, with its upswept 
ports, allows for ideal positioning of the hoses. The ATX 200 second stage is small- 
er and 25 percent lighter than its TX predecessor, lessening jaw fatigue and drag. 
The second stage uses a pneumatically balanced valve system and is diver- 
adjustable. An improved exhaust gas flow reduces exhalation resistance. 

Apeks: (760) 597-5000, www.aqualung.com or www.sea-quest.com “= 


’ 
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Designated Diver Apparel 

If you’re looking for something a little classier in dive apparel than 
the common brand of “Divers-Do-It-Deeper” T-shirts, consider the full 
line of scuba duds from Designated Diver. Pictured is the Shark on 
Denim soft cotton, pigment-dyed tee, with color-coordinated screen 
print and detailed embroidery. Other colors and designs include 
Manatees, clownfish, Mantas and more. Canvas washed, pigment- 
dyed cotton cargo shorts with seven-inch inseam feature an embroi- 
dered dive flag and are perfect for a dockside dinner. Finally, to tame 
the locks after a full day of wind-blown fun, is the cotton twill, low- 
profile cap with adjustable strap and brass colored buckle. Pictured is 
the khaki on navy design. Also available in denim and black. 
Designated Diver: (904) 797-9469, www.designateddiver.com “= 





Aqua Lung V-TEK Fin 
The many metamorphoses of the split-fin design finds its latest incar- 
nation as the V-TEK from Aqua Lung. Made of a special polyurethane 
material, it has outstanding snap retention. This means that after 
thousands of kick cycles, it gives you just as much punch as on Day 
One. Resistant to ultraviolet light (to stave off discoloration and weak- 
ening) the V-TEK also contains a “microbe immune” property that 
helps it resist warping, scuffing and deterioration. And, of course, the 
split-fin design increases thrust while decreasing diver fatigue. Water 
moves more efficiently across the blade surface (there’s not the cavi- 
tation associated with solid blades), so divers will generally use less 
air while traveling faster. The V-TEK fins are available in two colors: 
blue and black; and come in three sizes: small, medium and large. 
Aqua Lung: (800) 775-3483, www.aqualung.com 
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Discover Ot 





| ABACO 
Brendal’s Dive Center International 800-780-9941 
Dive Abaco Ltd 800-247-5338 
Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. ............:::cccsssees 242-366-0024 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 800-327-8150 
ANDROS 
Andros Undersea Adventures 
Seascape Inn 
 §mall Hope Bay Lodge 
| BUN 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea 
— Scuba Bimini 
GAT (SLAND 
Greenwood Dive Center & Beach Resort 
| ELEUTHERA/HARBOUR ISLAND 
_ Valentines Dive Center 
t EMU 
 Exuma Dive Center & Watersports 
— Exuma Scuba Adventures 
Peace & Plenty 
LONG ISLAND 
Stella Maris Inn 
| Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort 


800-462-4100 
242-369-0342 
800-223-6961 


800-348-4644 
800-848-4073 


242-342-3053 


242-333-2080 


800-874-7213 
800-525-2210 
800-525-2210 


800-426-0466 
800-663-7090 


ee 2 Esa WEERS 


Bahamas Diving Association * P.O. Box 21707 » Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 » 1-800-866-DIVE ¢ Intl. 305-442-7095 « info@bahamasdiving.com 
Photo Credits: Stephen FrinkAWVaterhouse. © 2007 BDA/CLINE. $D8/01 
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Sites... Only Minutes From Miami! 
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SAN SALVADOR 
Riding Rock Resort 
GRAND BAKAMA/FREEPGRT 
Grand Bahama Scuba 
Sunn Odyssey Divers 
UNEXSO (Underwater Explorers Society) 
Xanadu Undersea Adventures 


KEW PROVIDENCE ASSAY 
Bahama Divers Ltd 
Casuarinas of Cable Beach 


800-272-1492 


800-753-7282 
242-373-4014 


800-327-8150 


800-398-DIVE 
800-327-3012 


Custom Aquatics Ltd... ccc eescsesesseeesteeeeneees 242-362-1492 


Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 
Diver's Haven 
Nassau Scuba Centre 
Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas 
DIVE LIVEABOARDS 
Aqua Cat Cruises 
Blackbeard's Cruises 
Bottom Time Adventures 
Cat Ppalu Cruises 
Nekton Diving Cruises 
Ocean Explorer, Inc. . 
Sea Dragon 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises 


888-327-9600 
800-327-9600 


800-327-9600 
800-899-6753 
Tiida ona the shanties cabanas WNakantae 800-338-9383 
954-522-0161 
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hamasdiving.com 


800-992-DIVE — 


242-393-0869 
800-327-8150 — 
888-788-2683 


800-234-8464 — 


800-443-3837 


Bahama Divers 


800-398-DIVE 
Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com © bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com © www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M 

Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway cities 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 
Shopping and Kodak film processing center 
unexso.com 





Riding Rock inn 
800-272-1492 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com ¢ www.ridingrock.com 





Stella Maris Resort Club, 
Long Island, Bahamas 


800-426-0466 
954-359-8238 


Dive famous Shark Reef. 
Pristine Conception Wall. 
World’s deepest Blue Hole. 
Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our Hotel Rooms and 
1-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. Snorkeling, fishing, 
sailing,biking. And more! 

smrc@stellamarisresort.com ¢ stellamarisresort.com 


Steltn Maris 





Valentines Dive Center, 
Harbour island. 
Bahamas 


877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI © 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 
World’s best beaches. 


info@valentinesdive.com ¢ www.valentinesdive.com 
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Jere are two things in this world’! have 
a way too much of: dive gear and issues 
(the-emotional kind). My therapist says that 
if | project my. problems onto ‘inanimate 
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Stuffing it and the zipper was corroded. Aqgm 
then, it hit me. The overstuffed bag, with the 
corroded zipper, was the perfect metaphor — 
for my life. | was trying to travel through this 
world awith too many things collected from 
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time to empty my_old bag and get a new one. 
One with love*enoughtfor all humanity. And, 
naybe even some padded shoulder straps. 























Stahisac XL Dive Cargo Pack 
The steamer trunk of dive bags, 
Stahlsac’s XL Dive Cargo Pack can haul 
all your scuba gear and maternal guilt 
with room to spare. Built with “senior 
ballistic cloth,” it’s tough as nails, yet 
has a padded interior to protect what 
you value most. The massive main com- 
partment is bordered on both sides by 
fin pockets. Two outer compartments, 
three to four inches deep, and perfect 
for dive tools, Tevas and the like. A 
retractable handle makes the whole 
package easy to pull on two Rollerblade- 
style wheels. And, should you need to 
go where the concrete doesn’t, Stahlsac 
has hidden shoulder straps beneath a 


zippered pad on the back of the bag. 
Dimensions: 26” x 22.5” x 12” 
Contact: (800) 521-2247, www.stahlsac.com 


Oceanic Premier 


If youre looking for a little stability 
in your life, try the Oceanic Premier. 
Extra wide wheels make this bag easy to 
pull through a marina obstacle course. 
The minimalistic aluminum handle, 
while not self-locking, is one of the 
strongest on the market, and the two 
side pockets are large enough to each 
embrace a pair of fins. In fact, the 
Premier graciously accommodates thick 
wetsuits, big BCs, and extra regulators 
(the regulator bag is even removable). 
Also, strong plastic YKK zippers mean 
rust is never a problem while trying to 
achieve closure. 

Dimensions: 26” x 22” x 13” 
Contact: (510) 562-0500, www.oceanicww.com 


CO 


OCEANIC. 


OCEANIE. 


The Aeris Deluxe travel bag is func- 
tionally bi-polar. Two bags combined 
into one, the lower compartment offers 
the security of hard side construction 
combined with heavy duty off-road 
wheels. The upper compartment, how- 
ever, can be separated (there’s that self- 
distance thing again) to create a versa- 
tile duffel or, if you prefer, a backpack. 
This is a great feature when diving on 
day boats. A convenient retractable han- 
dle allows for easy travel, and a padded 
regulator bag, which can be secured in 
its own compartment, is also included. 
Dimensions: 28” x 16” x 12” 

Contact: (510) 346-0010, www.diveaeris.com 
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Mares Supercargo 

The Mares Supercargo is a duffel bag that’s, 
shall we say, emotionally honest. It doesn’t try to 
be too much or too little, but for a duffel, it’s got 
great features. Skid guards along the bottom of 
the bag protect it against tear and abrasion. 
There’s a dry storage compartment for separating 
incompatible wet dive skins from dry T-shirts, 
and wheels make it easy to transport heavy bur- 
dens. And, best of all, it does not selfishly hog up 
space on dive boats. Empty it, and it folds flat for 


casy storage. 
Dimensions: 31.5” x 13.8” x 15” 
Contact: (800) 874-3236, www.mares.com. 











Aqua Lung Aquatrek Traveler 
The Aquatrek Traveler from Aqua 
Lung is a bag to partner with for the 
long haul. Tough ball bearing rubber 
wheels make it a steady companion on 
the roughest terrain (like oyster-shell 
driveways). Deep cargo pockets on the 
front of the bag are easily accessible 
while traveling or on the boat, and the 
extendable handle slides inside the 
bag, protecting it from airline 
carousels. Hideaway padded shoulder 
straps also make traversing stairs and 
other awkward areas a breeze. Finally, 
the vertical support system (we could 
all use a little more of that) and 1680 
denier nylon construction makes this a 
tough bag that won’t hold a grudge for 


life’s little abuses. 
Dimensions: 32” x 24” x 15” 
Contact: (800) 775-3483, www.aqualung.com 








Deep See Travelok 


The emotionally mature diver 
understands that vulnerability is 
good, but only in the right circum- 
stances. When hauling expensive gear 
across the globe, security is the more 
important concern. The Travelok is 
adorned with fin pockets, cargo pock- 
ets and the like, but they can only be 
accessed through the main compart- 
ment. This allows the entire bag to be 
secured by using a single combination 
lock (included) on the bag’s zipper. 
The lock itself is discretely kept 
under a security flap so as not to 
attract unwanted attention. Other fea- 
tures include drain holes in the fin 
pockets, a PVC board base to steady 
the bag when upright, and a pull out 


handle for easy wheeling. 
Dimensions: 29” x 21.5” x 14” 
Contact: (800) 367-2626 
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Pelican 1620 Case 


Sensitive gear, like sensitive people, 
needs protection. Pelican’s 1620 Case is 
watertight, airtight, dust proof and 
crush proof. Equipped with rubber 
wheels and a retractable extension han- 
dle, it’s also easy to maneuver. The extra 
deep case can be customized with mod- 
ular padded dividers or pick ’n pluck 
foam. (Note: compartmentalizing ones 
emotions is only useful up to a point. 
Foam, however, has always proven ben- 
eficial.) This case also offers a safe way 
to vent, thanks to an atmospheric pres- 
sure purge valve. A personalized name- 
plate can be engraved and goes a long 
way toward helping you achieve self- 


actualization. 
Dimensions (inside): 22.06” x 17” x 12.56” 
Contact: (310) 326-4700, www.pelican.com 





Zeagie Slimline Express 

Free spirits will love the ease of the 
Zeagle Slimline Express Travel Bag. 
Designed to make a gear-intensive 
sport less so, this tiny bag is part of the 
Zeagle Ultralight Travel system. ‘The 
bag, which is a scant 4.5 inches thick, 
can easily hold a Zeagle BC, reg (with 
instruments), mask, snorkel and fins. 
There’s even room enough for a dive 
skin. Available in three colors (blue, 
black and red) there is also a zippered 
external compartment, and stowaway 
padded shoulder straps. This bag, and 
its larger cousin, the Express Bag 
(which holds two sets of gear), are 


perfect carry-ons for flying. 
Dimensions: 16” x 20” x 4.5” 
Contact: (813) 782-5568, www.zeagle.com 








Tusa RB-1 Roller Duffel 

Happiness in travel, as in life, is a light load and a great des- 
tination. The Tusa RB-1 Roller Duffel Bag is just the thing 
for emotionally healthy warm water divers. Made of 620 
denier polyester, its simple duffel design is low on frills and 
high on functionality. This is a bag that will really open up to 
you, thanks to a well-designed zipper flap. The bottom is 
padded and stiff, making the RB-1 easy to tow on its two low- 
profile wheels. The absence of an extendable handle means 
more interior cargo space, and the single fin pocket is just 
large enough to get the job done. A smaller accessory com- 
partment on one end of the bag is perfect for dive tables, 
slates or a small save-a-dive kit. Now, how about a hug? » 


Dimensions: 30”x 17”x 14” 
Contact: (562) 498-3708, www.tusa.com 


PHOTOS (TOP): KIMBERLY RICHEY; (MIDDLE LEFT) TY SAWYER; (OTHERS) DARYL CARSON 
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3 islands. 

40 dive operators. 

Over 200 dive sites. = 
If only you could buy a one-way ticket. 


~ 








“Without a doubt, the Cayman Islands is one of the premier diving destinations for both novice and experienced 
divers — myself included. There’s so much to see each time you dive, whether you're into marine life, shipwrecks, 
or coral walls. And believe me — once you've experienced these crystal clear waters, you'll never want to leave.” 


—Jean-Michel Cousteau, official spokesperson for the Cayman Islands. 
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Grand Cayman » Cayman Brace » Little Cayman 








THE ALARM DROWNS OUT CONVERSATION ON THE 
flight deck; the space shuttle is in trouble. In command, 
astronaut John Young mashes the flashing red Master 
Alarm indicator to restore quiet. 

“SM Alert, System SM1. Looks like Bus 2CA failure,” 
reports Flight Simulation Supervisor Bill Todd, check- 
ing the computer CRTs from the pilot’s couch. Todd isn’t 
an astronaut, but this isn’t really the space shuttle. It’s the 
motion base simulator at the Johnson Space Center, 
where Todd and Young are evaluating new flight emer- 
gency procedures. “Main Bus B off?” ‘That would be part 
of the usual procedure. 

“T think we’ll just leave that alone for a bit,” says 
Young, sizing up the situation as needing attention, but 
no immediate threat. 

“OK, why?” 

“Because there’s no situation I can’t make worse.” 

Words for tek divers to live by, | thought, when Todd re- 
lated that story and Young’s statement to me. Here’s one 
of the world’s most highly trained pilots. He knows the 
procedures. He knows his equipment. If the orbiter starts 
to fall to pieces around him, he knows what to do immedi- 
ately, quickly and correctly to get himself and his crew 
safely home. But he’s also experienced, so faced with this 
emergency, what does he do? Nothing—at least immedi- 
ately. And he’s exactly right, because as he says, doing the 
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BY KARL SHREEVES 


wrong thing can only make things worse. 

Tek diver training teaches you emergency proce- 
dures so you react quickly and properly to air supply 
termination or a convulsing teammate at depth. In 
these situations, you can’t stop to figure 1t out—you 
better know what do and do it. 

But you also learn procedures for other emergencies 
that, like Young and Todd’s, require action, but not do- 
it-this-instant-or-die action. These are things like losing 
the line on a cave dive or getting entangled. You have to 
respond, and you know the procedure, but you have 
some time. 

There’s no situation you can’t make worse, so instead 
of jumping right to your emergency procedure, stop a 
moment. Remember what they teach beginning divers: 
Stop. Think. Then act. Consider the situation, and then 
apply the procedure intelligently. 

My friend Grant and I were exploring a cave in the Yu- 
catan Peninsula. I was ahead exploring, with Grant 
bringing up the rear with the line and reel. Normally you 
don’t let a diver get ahead of the line, but laying line in a 
large cave in clear water is sometimes an exception, as 
long as the lead diver can keep contact with his teammate 
and the line. 

Unfortunately, it’s not an exception in a small cave, 
which I swam into unknowingly (read: stupidly) and sur- 


prisingly easily. Silt dislodged by 
my bubbles rained down behind 
me, swallowing the visibility and 
separating me from Grant. In 
minutes I was in less than two 
feet of visibility in an unexplored 
cave with no line leading me out. 

There are procedures for this, 
but the first thing you do when 
lost in a cave is to stop so you 
don’t get more lost. There’s no 
situation you can’t make worse. So 
I stopped and faced into the silt 
cloud. I knew that Grant was no 
more than 50 feet away, probably 
trying to follow my path. 

The “standard” procedure is 
to use your emergency reel to 
search for the closest line out. 
But I knew that the cave topo- 
graphy would make such a 
search difficult (though I'd try it 
if | had to). Plus, I'd probably silt 
out the entire area, making it 
that much harder to find my way and for 
Grant to find me. With Grant running 
his line into the same area, adding a 
search line in low visibility looked like a 
recipe for entanglement. I didn’t need to 
make another mistake. 

To my left was rock, silt ahead and 
clear water to the right. I realized I 
couldn’t swim in through rock and if the 
water’s clear, that’s where I wasn’t. The 
way out was dead ahead through the 
cloud, and this being a limited area, go- 
ing that way wasn’t going to make me 
“more lost.” Following a compass bear- 
ing into the silt, I groped carefully along 
until less than a minute later, Grant and 
I ran into each other, mask to mask. Inci- 
dent over. No drama, no close call. A 
moment’s thought had kept me from 
making the situation worse. 

I can relate a few tales from the other 
side of the coin (I wish I could say none 
are about me), where divers reacted 
without thinking, making the situation 
worse. But suffice to say, when faced 
with a crisis in space, on the ground, 
underwater or even at your job, take a 
moment to think about it, if the crisis 
allows. Hopefully, you won’t make 
things worse. 





Karl Shreeves 1s VP, Technical Develop- 
ment for Diving Science & Technology 
(DSAT) and PADI. 














You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
e food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
© 3 dives a day © island exploration © fishing © sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


Write or a. 


“ blackbeard’s 


CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 ©(305) 888-1226 Fax (305) 884-4214 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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EDITED BY RYAN ALLEN 


New Stomping 
Grounds for the 
HammerHeads 


THE HAMMERHEADS ARE 
pleased to announce new chap- 
ters in France, Greece, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. These four exotic 
locales are the latest addition to 
the more than 100 HammerHead 
chapters worldwide, and will help 
to introduce the HammerHeads 
to divers based in Europe and the 
Middle East. 
“We are always thrilled to 
ss. spread our scuba gospel 
~~ to on an_ international 
- y, level,” said Chief Head 
“Hammer and Diving 
Equipment and Marketing Association 
(DEMA) Executive Director Regina 
Franklin. “These new chapters should 
really prove that divers in Europe and 
the Middle East can benefit and 
thrive from the incredible opportuni- 
ties that are possible through our 
HammerHeads organization.” 
To find out more about the HammerHeads, 
please contact Lydia Eldridge at (558) 616- 


6408, or visit www.h-heads.com. 
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numerous divers on underwater produc- 
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pale ; : retail, instructor and basic open water 
bed deta acaastie . — a sores’ certification. 
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iitasy Island Beach Resort 
Matai, Bay Islands, Honduras 


Escape to Dive Special! 


From $553 Per person 
3 7 Nights 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 
snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 

3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ...and much much more. 





room sernice, cable TV, and all the amentler 
of 2 frst class beach resort; you: might 
Chia 02 Koaltin with: all tts charm-and all 


Bay (olands are famous for. 


In the U.S. call: 


800/6 7 6-22 8 2 & BEACH RESORT 
WWW-FANTASYISLANDRESORT.COM 





DIVE & MARINA 


~ 
Pa: 











Clarion 
: Resort 





PADI 
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BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Fun for the 
Whole Family 


“WHY CAN’T WE LIVE ON THE 
ocean?” 4-year-old Sawyer Viola 
asked his parents, Kathy and 
Franklin on the family’s recent 
dive trip to Little Cayman in the 
Cayman Islands. The answer 
must have been the same 
parental explanation, “Well, 
Sawyer, we just can’t.” 

Sawyer and the rest of the 
Violas were packing up on their 
last day aboard the Little 
Cayman Diver IT live-aboard 
when this revelation hit him. By 
this time, Sawyer, a snorkeler, 
and his family had been living on the 
ocean for an entire week. And like all 
divers, he was hooked. 

Skin Diver Online’s latest Live on 
Location installment gives an inside 
look at the Viola’s family dive vacation. 
Parents will discover that there’s plen- 
ty for the little ones to do: boating, 











snorkeling, game playing, swimming 
and beach exploring. 

Divers will get a virtual peek at Little 
Cayman’s Bloody Wall Marine Park 
from dad, Franklin, as he explores just 
a few of the many dive sites Little 
Cayman has to offer. In the six-day 
adventure, Franklin encounters 
Spotted Eagle Rays and turtles at Lea 
Lea’s Lookout; octopus on a night dive; 
Yellow Head Jawfish at Cumbers 
Caves; and Horse-eye Jacks at the pop- 


AquaDives Belize 
Located at the SunBreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26- 42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vacation. 
¢ Local Diving & Snorkeling »© PADI resort, referral, 
© Turneffe Atoll scuba instructions and 
open water certification. 
¢ Blue Hole 


ular Mixing Bowl. 

Whether you’re on a family live- 
aboard trip in Little Cayman or on a 
virtual dive on SDO, the little kid in all 
of us asks, ““Why can’t we LIVE on the 
ocean?" 


For more information on the Bahamas, 
the Cayman Islands and Marty 


Snyderman’s online underwater photogra- 
phy course go to www.skin-diver.com. 








Centrally located within a stroll of the 
town of San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. 


¢ 42 spacious a/c rooms 

e Fresh Water Pool 

¢ Oceanfront Restaurant & Bar, 
_ © Massage Parlor 
y ° & Gift Shop. 


DIVE PACKAGES FROM US‘599” PER PERSON 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-688-0191 


E-mail: sunbreeze@btl.net © www.sunbreeze.net or www.aquadives.com 


Ramon's Village Resort ... 
sixty-one thatched roof 
air-conditioned cabanas 

hidden beneath coconut palms 
and lush tropical foliage. 
Lscabedl onde besnietibielsc tok 


Ambergris Caye, Belize. 
A scuba divers paradise! ’ 

Summer dive packa es starting at 
$445.00/ Pp dbl. occupancy. 


Ramon's Village... 
a wonderfully intriguing 
vacation resort! 


Reservations & Information 
info@ramons.com or 


‘Call 1-800-MAGIC 15 


x 


GAZ COOPER’S DIVE BELIZE 
ore Exclusive dedicated dive resort offers you Luxury beach acco- 
modations, personal diving with just 6-8 divers max per boat, 


diving the best of Ambergris Caye and _ beyond. 
lf you're looking for personal service and to escape the 


call 17. 
e-mail Gaz directly at g 
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For the Ultimate in Scuba 
Travel throughout the World... 


Let our All-Diver Staff find that Perfect Dive Vacation 





Bahamas 
Belize 


Bonaire 

















Caymans 





Costa Rica 


dedica 
ustle & by led dive 
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corner of the 
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Cozumel 
Curacao 


Dominica 


Galapagos | \Al : hiv R 
Guam » iw fe TFaW el? q 








Honduras Our repeat customer ratio is one 
Fil of the highest in the industry, we 
| credit this to our staff! We are all 
Palau divers and industry professionals, 
including a marine biologist/dive 
Truk ee instructor and an airline expert. 
j Our honest and dependable 
Turks team will do as much as 
& Caicos possible to ensure that your 
oy scuba vacation is worry-free 
Solomons oo, and the ultimate dive experience! 
St. Luca y Call us to book your next trip! 
Yap 


Pa, ULTIMATE cal: 1-800-737-DIVE (3483) 
—4 1 IVE oR FAX: 630-616-0727 
i EMAIL: Udive@ultimatedivetravel.com 


TRAVEL CHECK OUR WEB SITE: WWW.ultimatedivetravel.com 








BY KYLE FOSTER 


IF YOU DON’T KNOW YOUR 
atolls from your cays or your 
reef flats from your reef fronts, 
the World Atlas of Coral Reefs 
by Mark Spaulding, Corinna 
Ravilious and Edmund Green 
will tell you. The book is big 
and pretty enough to be an 
ornamental coffee table book, 
but is much more informative 
than most books on my table at 
home. It’s definitely worthy of 
a place in my academic library, 
though, 
because as a 
diver, I feel 


LIBRARY 


by Mark Spaulding, I probably 
Corinna Ravilious & should know 
Edmund Green, something 
University of California] about — the 


Press, $45.00, (510) 
642-9737, 
www.ucpress.edu 


coral reefs on 
which I’m 
diving. I had 
always just 
jumped in and marveled at the alien life 
forms on and around the reef. Now, I 








actually know what I’m looking at. 

In fact, I know more about coral 
reefs than I ever thought there was to 
know. The book defines different types 


of reefs, such as atolls, barrier and 
fringing, and categorizes different 
organisms that live on the reefs, from 
algae and sponges to crustaceans, fish 
and mammals, 

Although most of the underwater 
pictures are lacking in clarity and 
brilliance, the charts of the different 
regions are invaluable as reference 
guides and more than make up for 
the lack in art. Also, the pictures 
taken by NASA astronauts from 
space shuttle flights are awe-inspir- 
ing and put the earth’s environments 


Who Has the Best Dive 
Accident Program? 


Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 


your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 7% 
and platinum levels make this insurance © 
second to none in the dive industry. 


eH’ deductible (except on medical nondive accident covel 
LY mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 


into a global perspective. 

This book is a critical and compre- 
hensive resource for anyone interested 
in coral reefs. The alluring hard back 
cover also works well, baiting guests 
into picking it up, after which they’re 
certain to be impressed by your envi- 
ronmental awareness and maybe learn 
a thing or two themselves. 


For information on how to submit a 
product for review in Diver’s 
Library, contact Kyle Foster at — 
fosterk@emapusa.com. 


































YY & S: [2 we accept divers from any agency 
all ages 
[EF worldwide protection 








To sign up call (800) 223-9998 or resister online at diveinsurance.com 








| | wf you think Florida is 
™ & sitange now,” you 
a. TS Ra nh, Cy); ae 
eoble of million years 

ago. Back in the heart of 

the Pleistocene Epoch, the 








whole state—even Magic 
Mountain—was hundreds 

of feet underwater. Then 

an ice age hit, water was 
frozen into massive 
glaciers and sea levels 
plummeted. _ Florida's 
coastline beefed up like 

a sumo wrestler, meaning 

that present-day Tampa 
would have been a hundred 
miles inland. Then the ice 
melted and the water rose 
again. Then another ice age. Then .  — \ 
it warmed up. Then glaciers again. | 
Then hot, then cold...it made the whole 


Bush/Gore fiasco seem downright organized. 
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Through the looking glass at Devil’s Eye 
Spring, Ginnie Springs. Inset at left: 
Florida springs are also reservoirs of 
artifacts, like this 13,000-year-old bone 
tool made from a horse tibia. 
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It worked like this. When the rain fell 
through the atmosphere, it picked up car- 
bon dioxide and became acidic. The acid 
rain (yeah, they had it even back then) got 
more intense when it filtered through the 
soil and hit more carbon dioxide in rotting 
plants. That innocent rain quickly mor- 
phed into wicked carbonic acid (H70 + 
CO, = H7CO3). Then, the acid collided 
with limestone and WHAMMOl!, it 
launched into full-scale chemical erosion. 
It was like the old volcano science experi- 
ment you did when you were a kid. Just 
pour simple vinegar (a weak acid) into a 
can of baking soda (a base) and stand back 


What would a cave man say if he saw a diver entering 
Devil's Eye on a scooter? “Me need one.” 
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as the bubbling foam boils out every- 
where, and the skittish neighborhood kid 
freaks out and runs home to his mama 
screaming like a baby. But I digress. The 
point is, God makes caves the same way 
we made backyard volcanos, only without 
the crying kid thing. 

To recap, rain converts to carbonic acid. 
It melts away the limestone and forms lit- 
tle holes. More rain comes and washes the 
holes bigger. Then all you need is lots 
more rain, a few million years, and you 
have yourself a really nice cave system. 
Soon enough, the glaciers melt, the water 
rises to fill the caves and you strap on 
some side-mounted 
tanks, grab a couple 
of reels and lights 
and go cave diving. 
Class dismissed. 

Fast-forward to 
just 15,000 years ago, 
the waning years of 
the Pleistocene and 
our most recent ice 
age. Scantily-clad 
humans ran around 
Florida, _ fishing, 
hunting meat and 
drinking lots of 
spring water. OK, so 
it’s a lot like present- 
day Key West, 
except the water lev- 
els were about a 
hundred or so feet 
lower, the climate 
was arid like Arizona 
and tickets to Disney 
World cost two 
arrowheads and a 
gourd bowl. 

These Paleo- 
Indian humans, 
Asiatic in appear- 
ance and ancestors 
of modern-day 
Native Americans, 
were what archeolo- 
gists call the Clovis 
people, a term 


couple of things happened during those extreme climactic shifts. When the state was submerged, 
it was getting blanketed in sediments—sand and sea critters like crinoids, mollusks, cephalopods, 
you know, all the really exciting stuff. Also, corals grew prolifically. Then, each time sea level 
© dropped, the draining water and falling rain carved a labyrinth of underground caves. 


somewhat based on their weapons and 
tools. Like modern day divers, this Clovis 
crowd was totally tuned into the whole 
Florida Springs deal. Not only did they 
find good drinking water there, but the 
springs also attracted tasty treats like 
tapirs, bison, camels and, of course, the 
giant, ivory-tusked mastodon, a favorite 


Caves vs. Caverns 

If you're planning to dive the springs, 
you can bring a light, but you won’t be able 
to use it. With few exceptions, only certi- 
fied cavern and cave divers are allowed to 
take dive lights into these areas. This is an 
effective method of keeping non-cavers 
from entering passageways where there Is 
a good chance of getting permanently lost. 
Without a light, no one in their right mind 
would swim into the eternal blackness of 
an underwater cave. Of course, if you 
insist on using it, go ahead and get cave 
certified. It’s an intense course but it will 
make you a better diver overall. Cavers are 
a breed of their own but they are also, 
without a doubt, the most skilled scuba 
divers around. 


meal of the Flintstone-era family. After 
the Clovis, others came; the Suwannee 
and then the Bolen, all with an extensive 
array of tools, plenty of food and from 
what we understand, a pretty decent 
baseball league. We know many of these 
details, thanks to hard-digging archeolo- 
gists and the efforts of cave divers who 
have discovered Indian fire pits, spear 
tips, a wide variety of wood-working 
tools and animal skeletons deep in some 
of Florida’s springs. 

These artifacts and bones were left 
behind when water levels were much 
lower than today. So animals had to 
climb down into pits to get to fresh 
water, making it easy for local hunters to 
kill their prey since it was pretty much 
trapped on all sides. Of course, it worked 
both ways and certainly many hunters 
became the hunted. That’s why these 
holes, now springs, are significant to sci- 
entists. They have captured history in an 





PHOTO (LEFT TO RIGHT): BRET FORBES; WILLIAM GIFFORD. OPPOSITE PAGE: BRET FORBES 





TSE ELLA 
SUT RIE CLE 





ays eer ng 
aa ain tae Sy 


1 a | ni — 7 
— ee 
—_ OD ve = =) CQ 
= > ow 
ee ee — 7) 
. a — et - 
op oe Ln 5 
olla. a — eee — ee = 4 
a a roe he 
o- CS w : 
= pe am | 
— {aoe ] by xe | 
e202 :;a:¢ i 
— q@> 4 r 
= oo ss £ 
f= 7 Dogs, ‘Oo i ” , nee 
a * lies byt: nirey ps 
. aa: A ‘ ‘A ’ 
Pye Se OS Pie, . 
co gett NING G NE a ~ 
Ch gey Lone wit, - ee aR 
+3 “. merge ETP <- , mye, 
° Seat ‘+. east Pe eg ht eee 
bas eens ee eae eo 
teas TE , re - ON at ae 
mt As aoK ts” eB ee ie 5 } 
Bracke « oe fs ae 
ee 2 “a ¥. ryt ee % * nee a. + 
h 3 ries San ‘+ j “yy 5 Pe A 
wees + Og eas \ 
. aire ane ' tae \' . 
Se a3, Re hte : _ 
Py it GR tT pe se oad 
fo OR eae ‘nse Aer 
A L. i, a” . ° ~ 
eo . iat snioksee a . 
IEC ca arate aa ETI 
4 bn Mevgia: x aa. ig peo :: 
> ~ 
ae aor aS ms 
> Wg ~e ; pees «a » i 











































See /e | 

































Ls |= 


aes 





earthen capsule. One of many major dis- 
coveries is the Great Extinction around 
11,000 years ago, when at least 30 large 
mammals were committed into the 
archives of time. The mastodon, its larg- 
er cousin, the mammoth, a large breed of 
bison, horses, camels 
and many of their 
buddies all disap- 
peared. Why? There 
are several theories. 
Environment, dis- 
ease and such, but 
my theory of a 
mutant band of 
space gypsies, trap- 
ping hides and furs to sell in distant 
galaxies is the most viable. For some rea- 
son, though, it hasn’t really caught on. 
As we move closer to modern times, 
the glaciers melted fairly rapidly (in geo- 
logical terms), until about 5,000 years 
ago. At that point the ice had retreated to 


Mexico, just north of Cedar Key. 


developed into what it is today—a per- 
fect place to build retirement communi- 
ties for New Yorkers who have trouble 
reading voting ballots. It also became 
home to more than 120 diveable springs, 
sinks and freshwater rivers. While glacial 





melt may have filled the early under- 
ground maze of caves and caverns, now 
the rains keep them flowing with fresh, 
clear water. 

Today, Florida’s springs are as varied 
as the names we’ve given them, from 
Devil’s Ear to Ichetucknee Springs to 


10 to 20 feet deep, but some drop into 
the eerie depths like the 240-foot-deep 
Forty Fathom Grotto near Ocala or 
Wakulla Springs just south = of 
Tallahassee, with dark passages reaching 
below 300 feet. Some, like Ginnie 
Springs near Bran- 
ford, have huge sur- 
face ponds overflow- 
ing into runs which 
connect to rivers. 
Many springs are 
nothing but pot holes 
in the forest, occa- 
sionally visited by the 
fanatical cave diver. 
It’s true, Florida’s Springs have come a 
long way, from the Pleistocene ice ages to 
the Clovis tribes, and finally the dawning 
of a new species, cavus aquatict submersus, 
known to future archeologists as human- 
oids draped in cumbersome gear. On the 
upside, the springs are more accessible 
and offer more services than ever before. 


ol’ Suwannee (and its tributaries), as it winds for a hundred miles from northern Florida until it dumps into the Gulf of 


Little River Springs 
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This spring is at the northern reaches of the Suwannee along the 
Withlacoochee River, a tributary to the Suwannee. Its complex maze 
of passages is popular with cavers. However, the open basin and first 
cavern keeps non-certified cave divers happy, too. During heavy 
rains, dark river water can spill into Madison and limit viz. Otherwise, 
almost 100 million gallons of spring water flow through here daily. 


Peacock Springs 

Continuing down the Suwannee, the Peacock Spring State Park 
has a dozen or so springs 
within a three-mile radius, 
including Peacock |, Il and 
lll, Orange Grove |, II and Ill, 
Convict and Royal—all dive- 
| able springs. The Peacock 
: system has thousands of 
: feet of underground pas- 
sages, which interconnect 
with the Orange Grove system as well. Both are popular with begin- 
ners as well as hardened cavers. 


Troy Springs 

As we continue rolling with the river, the large-basined Troy 
Springs, just north of Branford, has fine diving to about 80 feet. The 
remains of an old Confederate-era riverboat, the Madison, rests on 
the bottom, but Troy has no cave to penetrate. Because of the large 
size of the spring and lack of cave, this has become a popular spot 
for training. 


One of Florida’s finest cave dives, the basin is wide open with a 
beautiful limestone and sand bottom. The cave opening is about 
15-feet deep and slopes to 60 feet, making a nice cavern dive. But 
then it turns left and leads back into a complex system of tunnels 
and a room that drops down a chimney from /0 to 100 feet. This Is 
only accessible to certified cave divers. A sign at the left turn warns 
all others to turn back. Beyond the chimney a winding passage 
leads to a large opening named the Florida Room. 


Ichetucknee Springs 
State Park and Blue 
Springs 

About 10 miles east of 
Branford, these springs 
have a large main pool 
about 100 feet across, 
which helps to form the 
Ichetucknee River. It’s 
popular with divers, snorkelers and swimmers, and has all the 
perks of state parks, such as camping, bathrooms, etc. 


Ginnie Springs 

Just west of the town of High Springs are perhaps the state’s 
most popular springs. The Santa Fe River, where Ginnie and its 
companion springs—Devil’s Ear, Devil’s Eye and Little Devil—are 
located, eventually flows into the Suwannee. Ginnie is the consum- 
mate springs resort, with every facility anyone could possibly need. 
Its cavern is friendly to novice divers who don’t have to be cave cer- 
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FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Best time to visit springs is year- é 
round. Excellent viz, and water temps do not change w/seasons, but winter does bring 
Peacock Springs le FLORIDA ‘| cold (can reach freezing) air temps. For manatees, best months are December to 


Madison Blue 


























: e March, the colder the better, when the blubbery beasts flee the cooling salt water 
Troy Springs INve \\ : : 
Tampa and find solace in the constant temperatures of the springs. Topside 
e 2 . N e . . oge ° . . 
Little River Springs : Climate: Sweltering heat and sticky humidity in summer (perfect for swimsuit- 





optional); cool and pleasant in spring and fall; cool to cold in winter. Water 
Temperature: Springs: 68 to 78°F year-round. Exchange Rate: Dollar, one for one, except 
in Orlando where a dollar won't get you crap. Time Difference: EST. 


DIVE OPERATORS: Ginnie Springs (800) 874-8571 www.ginniesprings.com * Blue Grotto (352) 528- 

5170 * Devils Den (352) 528-3344 www.devilsden.com * Hal Watt's Forty Fathom Grotto (352) 368-7974 « 
American Pro Diving Center (800) 291-DIVE www.americanprodive.com * Crystal River Manatee Dive & Tour (352) 
195-1333 © Best Western Crystal Resort and Crystal Lodge Dive Center (800) 435-4409 © Bird's Underwater Dive 
Center (800) 771-2763 www.birdsunderwater.com * Plantation Inn & Golf Resort (800) 632-6262 www.crys- 
talriverdivers.com 
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& Catfish Sink 













Ichetucknee & Blue Springs 


Ginnie Springs | 






Devil’s Den & Blue Grottc 




















King’s Bay 
? RESOURCES: Complete Florida Springs Map and Guide by Jeff Peterson * Ned DeLoach's Underwater Guide to 
Forty Fathom Grotto ihe a Florida by Ned DeLoach * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
Paradise ue 


They’re not only for hard-core cavers, you’re a diver looking for fossils or inter- | Major thanks to Andy Hemmings, University 
but also for rookie divers looking for a ested in donning fur and reenacting of Florida graduate student in archeology and 
freshwater thrill, snorkelers who want to early Clovis life, here are some of the his assistance in conjunction with the Florida 
cool off and campers who just want to more popular springs where you cando Museum of Natural History, to Jeff 
swim in the fountains of youth. Whether your thing. Peterson and to Ned DeLoach. 

WS ee tified. There is a grate sive cavern is super clear. Blue Grotto reaches depths of almost 100 
blocking the cave that feet, and at 30 feet a compressed-air-fed bell allows divers to poke 
only cave divers _ their heads inside, take out their regs and giggle. 
can pass. Slightly 
upstream from Ginnie, Forty Fathom Grotto 
the Eye and Ear are Speaking of huge, this humongous cavern drops to 240 feet and 
primarily for cave div- has a pool over 200 feet across. After that, it gets even bigger under- 
ing. The Eye is around water. Only divers are allowed here, and only if accompanied by a 
" samme Shaft dropping from 6 guide; any dive instructor qualifies as a guide. As if the dive isn’t 
to 20 feet. The cave entrance ead off the shaft and eventually to cool enough, the Grotto (just north of Ocala) also has thousands of 
the Ear but the cave has narrow passages, dark water and is dan- _ crustacean fossils imbedded in some of the walls and ledges. 
gerous. Little Devil is a stunning 45-foot-deep diveable crack. 
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Paradise 
Turtle Springs Just south of Ocala, Paradise has a small opening, but quickly 
Just below where the Santa Fe meets the Suwannee, Turtle Springs expands into two large caverns. This is a neat cavern dive for non-cer- 
begins a run of about a dozen riverside springs. Although Turtle is a __ tified cave divers and it’s also big with cavers. Divers can explore both 
good dive, featuring some long tunnels and 25-foot depths, the caverns, some ancient animal bones and an expansive area of fossils. 
down-river springs like Sun, Hart and Otter are primarily for snorkel- 


ing, Camping and cooling off rather than diving. King’s Bay 
Just outside the town of Crystal 
Manatee Springs and Catfish Sink River on the Gulf Coast north of 


The last springs along the winding Suwannee, these spots are Tampa are a couple of dozen springs 
popular with divers. The occasional Manatee will meander into its feeding into King’s Bay. Most are just 
namesake spring. Catfish has a large, fairly shallow (40 feet) pool _ tiny openings flowing into the bay and 
that is diveable. none are penetrable caves. Not a 

problem, though, because Manatees 
Devil’s Den and Blue Grotto are by far the most popular attraction 

These springs rank in popularity along with Ginnie and are geared _in Crystal River. Snorkeling with the 
Specifically for divers. Devil’s Den is one of the coolest looking lovable critters is highly popular, but 
scenes. It’s a spring inside a huge cavern that is lit by the sun, King’s Bay has plenty of water in 
streaming through a hole in the rocky roof. Lots of swim-throughs places like Three Sisters and others, 
and catfish keep divers happy down to depths of about 60 feet. The where diving offers more time under- 
Grotto is great diving because it’s so huge and the water in the mas- water to commune with Mr. Manatee. 
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ith the reefs off Hurghada (Egypt) and Eilat (Israel) getting crowded, 


" 





and the towns becoming more touristy, Red Sea-bound divers wistfully 
reminisce about the old days of dusty streets, roadside vendors and a lonely reef of 
one’s own. Recently, photographer Peter Veraooe and writer 
Georgina Wiersma joined a group of divers 

sneaking off to Aqaba, the little known and only sea- 

side resort town of Jordan. With its Lawrence of 


Arabia atmosphere intact and its untouched, 





colorful reefs hosting an array of marine : 
creatures, the diving duo discovered the ——, 
realm of a scuba diving monarch and RE oo el 


the Red Sea of old. 


ALTHOUGH DIVING TOURISM IS DEVELOPING 
in Jordan, most dive sites are deserted. ‘There 





ses 
are no crowds, just forests of corals and com- a, ei @ 
munities of fish. The King of Jordan, King See es — 
Abdullah, is, like his father the late King ‘ a 
Hussain, an avid diver. And it’s hardly sur- | : sae oe e? 

prising that in 1995, the major part of - ye tiget teen aelee = 


Jordan’s coastline (with a total length of 17 
miles) was declared a Marine Peace Park by 
Royal Decree. The aim of the park is to pro- 
tect the reefs from commercial fishing and 
damage caused by anchoring. 

King Abdullah even provided a new artifi- 
cial reef in 1999. This was our first “big 
encounter” at a site called, Oliver’s Canyon. 
At a depth of 25 feet, a strange silhouette 
emerged from the blue. We discovered a fully 
intact Jordanian military tank, parked on the 
sea bed. It looked as if King Abdullah had 
parked the vehicle there himself, the gun point- 
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AE ~~ One of Jordan’s newest artificial reefs, this 


ae tank was put down by perhaps the country’s 
most avid diver, King Abdullah. 
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A Peppered Moray Eel 
at Gorgonian |, a site 
worthy of its name. 


ing to the reef, waiting for advancing enemy forces from the 
deep. King Abdullah had arranged the sinking of the vehicle 
only a few months before our visit, and although there was not 
much to see on this “wreck,” fish were already occupying the 
interior, and colorful anthias were darting in and out of its shad- 
ows. Minuscule branches of soft coral were sprouting on the 
gun. It was only one of the many surprises that awaited us in 
Jordan. When following the sandy gully leading down to deep- 
er waters, we were welcomed by a large Spotted Eagle Ray. 
King Abdullah has his own diving facilities in his residence 
near the beach, which is unfortunately not open to tourists. 
But there are four dive centers in Aqaba, which mainly orga- 
nize dives from the shore. We dived with Seastar Watersports, 
in the Alcazar Hotel near the town center. The dive center has 
its own beach club on the South Beaches, a few miles from 
town. Diving conditions are near perfect: hardly any current 
and 80 feet of visibility. Divers gear up on mats on the beach. 
Most dive sites have a gradually sloping sea bed—shallow 
water covered with sea grass—where many exotic creatures 
hang out, such as Dwarf Lionfish, stonefish, pipefish and a 














| — Jordan has tong been known as the Land af}. 
4 Lawrence of Arabia. History lovers can follow } — 
4 his footsteps in Wadi Rum, the desert where } 
Lawrence lived before attack ng Agaba. The red 
‘| sand dunes, mountains and dramatic panora- 
| mas area must see. Go to the Bedouin restau- 
fant, just after the entrance te the village of 
Rum, to atrange a guided trip. In about two 
hours, you can visit a gorge with old rock paint- 
ings, some natural rock bridges and Lawrence's 
house as well. But you can also spend the night 
in the desert, sleeping in @ Bedouin tent. 
‘Negotiate the price first! There is an official 
price list in the Government rest house, where 
you can also stay. Wadi Rum can be reached by 
bus or local taxi. Booking a package excursion, 
available at most hotels is another option. Or, 
arrange a 4x4 trip fram Aqaba to Wadi Rum. A 
spectacular seven hour journey. 


large number of invertebrates, such as cowries, tunicates and 
nudibranchs. Peppered Moray Eels cruise the bottom, look- 
ing for a meal. It’s the perfect place to make a safety stop at 
the end of every dive. Most reefs start at a depth of 12 to 15 
feet and slope down to depths of more than 100 feet. But 
some sites, like a popular and as yet unnamed wall dive near 
the Saudi border, plunge steeply to 125 feet. The hard and 
soft corals at this site are in excellent condition. 

One of our favorite dive sites was the house reef just offshore 
of Seastar. At a depth of 90 feet was a sandy plateau, adorned 
with more than 20 large, Black Coral Trees, an undersea oasis 
for Longnose Hawkfish, anthias and many other creatures. It 
was on the house reef that we witnessed the food chain in 
action. A lizardfish caught an anthia and was busy swallowing 
his little orange victim. Unfortunately, the predator tried to 
swallow his prey the wrong way: the head of the anthia was still 
sticking out of the mouth. As we watched, the poor little fish 
opened its mouth in a silent scream, but we could not help it: 
The lizardfish was definitely not going to give up its meal. 

Another attraction of the house reef was a pinnacle with 

































large schools of Jewel Fairy Basslets, Red Sea Fairy Basslets 
and glassfish. We also found three red frogfish, three species of 
moray eels, an Ornate Ghost Pipefish and numerous inverte- 
brates, like Harlequin and Marble Shrimp. 

Similar pinnacles can be found at Gorgonian I, named after 
a large sea fan at 55 feet. At a shallow depth of 25 feet, there 
are three pinnacles in a row, literally covered in a blanket of 
schooling fish. Lionfish and coral groupers await to ambush 
their prey. Near the reef entrance, is a cabbage coral, which is 
regarded as the largest in the Red Sea. It is literally as big as a 
house. This is also a good site to see turtles. 

Next to Gorgonian I lies Gorgonian II, a site that gradually 
slopes down to more than 120 feet, where we found several big 
gorgonians and a Yellow-mouthed Moray Eel. And another 
strange inhabitant of the Gulf of Aqaba, the Red Sea 
Walkman, a poisonous fish that uses its pectoral rays as walk- 
ing “legs.”” When disturbed, it reveals the dramatic coloration 
of the pectoral and caudal fin. 

The number of great dive sites along this relatively short 
coastline is astonishing. But one of the best is the wreck of the 
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More than 40 years ago, 
Grandma gave you some 
Series E Savings Bonds. Now 
they could be worth more than 
5 times their face value. 
Now thats a treasure worth 
digging for. 


SAVINGS 
BONDS 


Creating a 
New Century 


of Savings LA 


Do you have old Savings Bonds? 
Check out the Savings Bond Calculator at 
www.savingsbonds.gov to discover 
their value. 1-800-4US BOND - 
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Skin Diver JORDAN 


GETTING THERE: Royal Jordanian Airlines operates regular flights from U.S. air- 
ports to Amman. Visas can be obtained upon arrival at the airport, at the border or at 
the Jordanian Embassy: Washington D.C. (202) 966-2664, or at the Jordanian Consulate 
(212) 832-0119. Royal Jordanian Airlines, KLM/Northwest, Air France/Delta, British 
Airways/United, Egypt Air and El Al also service Jordan. 


FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Spring (April, May, early June) and autumn 
(September, October). Topside Climate: The area around the Gulf of Aqaba has warm, dry weather, with average maxi- 

= wiatse 
) = § 1.42. Dollars. Major 
minus 7 hours. 


mum temperatures of around 68°F in winter and 100°F in summer. Less than 5 mm rainfall per ye 
Temperature: Winter 68°F, summer 79°F. Exchange Rate: Currency: Jordanian Dinar | 
credit cards are accepted in most hotels and restaurants and in many shops. Time Difference: 


DIVE OPERATORS: Seastar Watersports (011) 962-3-2014-133 www.seastar-watersports.com = 
° Aquamarina Diving Center (the only diving center that offers boat dives) (011) 962-3- 
2016-250 www.aquamarina-group.com/diving.html » Royal Diving Center (011) 962-3- 

2017-035 © Red Sea Diving Center (O11) 962-3-2022-323 


RESORTS & LIVE-ABOARDS: Miramar Hotel (011)-962-35201-4340 © —* 
Agaba Gulf (011) 962-3-201-6636 » Radisson SAS Hotel (011) 962-3-201-2426 
www.radisson.com * Movenpick Resort (011) 962-3-203-4020 www.movenpick- 
hotels.com * Five Star Diving Cruises/MV Oyster (011) 202-336-0255 www.five 
star-egypt.com * Red Sea Aggressor (800) 348-2628 www.agpressor.com 


RESOURCES: Jordan Tourism Board: North America (877) 733-5673 
www.seejordan.org * Lonely Planet Guide to Jordan www.lonelyplanet.com ° Skin 
Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 





SYRIA 





SINAT! 


GULA/ DF AQABA 
EGYPT 


fish hang around. On our dive, a big 
Napoleon Wrasse swa by, and under 
the bow ofthe ship les a family) of 
Jionfish, waiting for their prey, in a mag- 
nificent garden-of sea fans, whip corals 
and soft corals. On the side of the ship 
most exposed to the sun, the coral 
growth is phenomenal. Every inch of 
the ship seems to be covered in sponges 
and soft corals. There is a swim-through 
under the ship, where divers find anoth- 
er garden of black and soft corals and 
feather stars. The screw of the ship is 
still intact and makes a great photo op. 
Apart from the diving, Jordan has 
much to offer tourists. ‘The hotels are 
modern, and there are restaurants to 
every taste, even a Jordanian style 
Burger King and Pizza Hut. Lucky vis- 
itors can encounter King Abdullah, eat- 
ing out in one of the more expensive 


A splash of scorpionfish color 
in the grassy shallows. 
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Pride. This 250-foot-long 





freighter, formerly know as the San 
Bruno, caught fire in 1982 when loading 
phosphates and potassium. The ship did 
not sink, however, and was left in the 
harbor for three years. Eventually, it was 
confiscated and then Prince Abdullah 
suggested scuttling it for a dive site in 
1985. The Cedar Pride is now one of the 
most beautiful and colorful wrecks of 
the Red Sea. She seems to be sleeping on 
her side. Her masts are covered in abun- 
dant soft corals: schools of anthias, 
Sergeant Majors and other small reef 














PETRA 

Petra should not be missed. This ancient 
town, one of the wonders of the world, is only a 
two-hour drive from Aqaba and was unknown 
to Westerners until 1812 as it remained hidden 
in the ancient gorges of Jordan’s desert. The 
city, “half as old as time,” is carved in natural- 
ly pink rocks. E/ Knazneh (the Treasury) building 
is the first to be reached at the end of a narrow 
ravine called the Svg. The building, more than 
120 feet high and nearly 100 feet wide, was the 
background for one the final scenes in /ndiana 
Jones and the Last Crusade. After the E/ 
Knazneh follows a labyrinth of tombs, palaces, 
houses, temples and a theater. The last build- 
ing in Petra is the Monastery, a 45-minute 
walk, climbing 800 steps through a narrow 
neck of pink stone. If you don’t feel like climb- 
ing, you can hire a donkey. 


restaurants. History fans can visit the 
ancient city of Petra, and Wadi Rum is 
the place to go for nature lovers. Visits 
to the town center of Aqaba with its 
many shops and friendly atmosphere 
are a delight. Haggling about prices is 
hardly possible, but every shopkeeper 
will offer you a cup of tea, which does 
not mean you have to buy anything. 
The friendly locals always wanted to 
know why we had come to Jordan. 
“Diving,” we said. And tomorrow? 
“Diving!” They would shake their 
heads in astonishment, serving us 
Arabian coffee. And what better way is 
there to end a day of diving than by sit- 
ting in a local street cafe, where the 
scents of water pipes, incense and local 
spices linger, anticipating another day 
of diving? And we plan to make many 
more dives in these astonishing waters, 
insh’allah...(if it’s God’s will). 

A special thanks to Rod, Hew, Nabeel 
and Patrick of the Seastar Dive Center. 
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PHOTOS: KARL SHREEVES 





A siren song for wreck 
hounds, the marvelously 
encrusted Jane Sea. 
Opposite Page: The recently 
sunk Star Garren. 
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a Ree | : ; The Underwater Scenery, Now That I've Seen i than head for a coral reef, which 1s 
| og age a ¥ es a The airport is about 10 minutes what most Caribbean islands brag 
| # ; 3 - from Oranjestad, Aruba’s main city about, we began with Jane Sea, a 
| 5 £ - a ? : ey. 7 f andtheisland’s focal point.I stayed coral-covered freighter sitting 
| eae e a x « ‘eo fs _ Ye, _ at the Sonesta Beach Resort, part almost upright in about 80 feet of 


| SiO fo oA ae ; eo of Seaport Village, which is a water. I’m an avid wreck hound and 
ary St ms x } upscale resort community jm 

with a hotel, two casinos, 

shopping malls, restaurants 

and its own private island 

where they cater to water 

: | = sports. To say the Sonesta 

Bea, LE hy - Resort Hotel is on the water 

| Samal ne is an understatement. A 

| : canal comes into the hotel, 

| 5. Se Ye a e, ae enabling the Sonesta Island 
complimentary water taxi to drop — still, Jane Sea astounded me with 
One of the Caribbean’s top wrecks, off and pick up guests. her brilliance and size. Almost 
the Antilla has become a complex, I spent the first couple of days completely intact, she has a large 
thriving marine eco-system. Right: with Red Sail Sports, visiting sites crane, with rudder and screw still 
Aruba’s tranquil coastline. both to the southeast and the in place. It was everything I consid- 
northwest of Oranjestad. Rather er ideal in a tropical wreck: big 
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GETTING THERE: ALM and American Airlines provide service to Aruba. U.S. and Canadian 
citizens need only proof of citizenship and a round-trip airline ticket. 


FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. It’s below the hurricane belt, so major 
tropical storms are rare. The spring tends to be a bit wetter (mosquito season), but no matter when you 
go, you're unlikely to hit a long string of bad weather or poor diving conditions. Topside Climate: In 
the mid 80s°F most of the year. Aruba is arid, but what rain it does get is primarily between October and February. Trade winds keep 
things remarkably cool, especially in the evenings. Water California 

Temperature: In the low to mid 80s°F year- 
round. Exchange Rate: National currency is the Antilla 
Aruban florin, which has an exchange rate of about 1.75 Debbie il 
to the U.S. dollar. Most places accept $U.S. Save $20 US. Pedernales : 
for departure tax. Time Difference: Eastern Patm Beach 
Standard Time. Aruba does not observe daylight-saving. 








CARIBBEAN SEA 


RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: Pelican rgd = 
Adventures O11 (297) 872302 www.pelican-aruba.com ° 
Red Sail Sports (877) REDSAIL www.redsail.com * Auba Sonesta Island \ 

Sonesta Beach Resort (800) SONESTA www.arubasonesta.com * National Park 
Aruba Pro Dive O11 (297) 825520 www.arubaprodive.com * Mermaid 
Sport Divers O11 (297) 835546 www.scubadivers-aruba.com * Native Divers » _o Savaneta 
Aruba O11 (297) 864763 nativedivers@setarnet.aw * Unique Sports of Aruba 011 
(297) 860096 www.visitaruba.com/uniquesports 


“~e 
Baby Beach 


RESOURCES: Aruba Board of Tourism www.arubatourism.com * 
Lonely Planet Guide to Aruba www.lonelyplanet.com © Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


enough that it’s a found a massive school of silversides; they swirled around us 
wreck you can explore like we were swimming through quicksilver. With a shallow 
and penetrate, but depth and a “natural” origin, Antilla’s a great wreck for the 
small enough that you novice and experienced wreck diver alike, and easily one of the 
can tour its length ina —_ Caribbean’s top wrecks. 
single dive. Another wreck we visited was the Pedernales, a 350-foot 
Jane Sea is just the tanker torpedoed by the U-/56 in 1942 as she lay at anchor 
start of a wreck diver loaded with crude oil at night. Pedernales caught fire and went 
and photographer’s 





Other popular dive sites include non-wreck 
Coral sites like Submarine (sland, Savanela, 
HOle in the Wall and Palm Istand. 


dream in Aruba—uintact ships in warm, relatively shallow, 
clear tropical water. 

If there’s any dive site and wreck that Aruba’s most proud of, 
it’s Antilla, a 400-foot German freighter that was scuttled 
(rather than surrender) when war broke out with Holland in 
1940. Island lore has it that the captain and engineers assured 
Antilla’s death by bringing the boilers to maximum heat and 
pressure, then opening valves to let in much cooler sea water. 
Antilla lies on her port side in about 60 feet of water, so shal- 
low that parts of her hull break the surface. She’s intact, except 
for the center section where she blew apart. Life abounds on 
Antilla. Swimming through the forward hold, my buddy and I 


Beyond the wrecks: a healthy growth » 
of Orange Elephant Ear Sponge. 








adrift while U-/56 shelled the island’s 
oil refinery, torpedoed other ships and 
generally caused death and destruction. 
The destroyed midsection lies off 
Aruba’s Palm Beach, about 30 feet deep. 
She’s completely broken up, but sur- 
rounded by huge schools of fish and 
other marine life. There’s a large area to 
explore, making it an interesting site—a 
great dive to follow Antilla, which lies 
only a few miles away. 

Diving with another one of Aruba’s 
dive operators, Pelican Adventures, | 


visited two wrecks not called on 
quite as frequently. Both wrecks 
proved to be real treats. 

The first of these was Debbie 
IT, a small tanker in about 70 feet 
of water. Debbie IT is an artificial 
reef that sits upright, almost per- 
fectly level. Covered with 
sponges and newly developing 
corals, you can tour Debbie IT 
easily in a single dive. It’s a good place 
for macro photography as well as wide- 
angle, and is a good moderately deep 


AKUBA 
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Call your travel agent at 1-800-TO-ARUBA ext. 40 


Web Site: http://www.aruba.com 
E-mail:info@toaruba.com 



























ARUBA 





e Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 
e $150 for 5 tanks/$300 for 7 days unlimited diving 
¢ Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 
¢ One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives 

¢ Boat, kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island 





¢ Our own world-class marina 
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, Pelican Adventures 
e Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives| 
e Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 
top quality equipment. 
¢ Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 


e Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. 
For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 ¢ Fax: 011 (297) 872315 
P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 
E-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw * Web: www.pelican-aruba.com 


red sail Sports. Ege voES Nie 


GRAND CAYMAN 
* PADI Gold Palm Instructor Development Center * 


8 Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort 


at Seaport Ullage 
U 


A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded 
coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical 
wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill 

¢ 15 international restaurants and cafes 


« 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos 


Gold Palm Resort | 
5 Star 
KKKKK 


| PADI Dive Center | 











TOLL FREE 


HAWAII www.redsail.com 


info @redsail.com 


Packages see your travel agent 
or call Red Sail Sports at 


>pecial 


wroup Kates 





wcidl coincide asetas B00- 326-2288 
sales@caradonna.com 
Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 


' Budget to luxury accommodations available 
‘Lowest airfares from your home city 
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You cat mention Aruba 
Without envisioning her Natural 
Bridge,...the Caribbean's largest. 


wreck dive for less experienced divers. 

After visiting Debbie IT, we checked out 
Star Garren, an artificial reef wreck that 
looks more like an actual shipping casual- 
ty than an intentional sinking. 

What we found, I recommend you 
not miss. Massive fish schools and a 
variety of moray eels surround and 
inhabit Star, which lies portside down 
with the bottom at about 65 feet. She 
has penetrable passage. Some of it, like 
the cargo holds, is an easy swim- 
through, but other areas are best suited 
for qualified wreck divers with penetra- 
tion training. Although not many dive 
operators have visited this wreck, I 
expect that to change. She was definite- 
ly one of the better sites I encountered. 

Another well-known wreck is Cali- 
fornian, which sits off Aruba’s north- 
western tip. If you’re a Jitanic buff, 
you may recall that the 7itanic’s dis- 
tress calls were heard, but not respond- 
ed to, by the Californian. But despite 
persistent rumors, it wasn’t this 
Californian. Sorry. It’s still a great dive, 
but best suited for more experienced 
divers because it’s in relatively unpro- 
tected waters, making for rough condi- 
tions and some current. 

Other popular sites include non- 
wreck coral sites such as Submarine 
Island, Savaneta, Hole in the Wall and 
Palm Island. Aruba enjoys healthy and 
interesting coral reefs, but for me, the 
wrecks (and there are many others) are 
the hot spots. 
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You can’t dive all the time, and 
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Aruba’s an interesting island when 
you’re out of the water, too. In addition 
to excellent night life and the usual 
water sports, be sure to tour the island. 
There’s a lot of history and natural 
wonder worth seeing, and one-fifth of 
the entire island is a national park. 

You can’t mention Aruba without 
envisioning her Natural Bridge, which 
is the Caribbean’s largest. Billed as 
Aruba’s “first tourist site,” it’s a popu- 
lar area and a spectacular formation. 
(Hint: drive along Aruba’s South East 
point—extremely beautiful and dramatic. ) 

Not far from Natural Bridge, you'll 
find the ruins of Bushirban, a gold 
processing facility. There’s not much 
left, but the stone ruins are worth the 
stop, especially if you’re a photograph- 
er looking for stark, dramatic images. 

For snorkeling or shore diving, Baby 
Beach is the “secret everyone knows.” 


See IF 
ies 


Aruba’s beautiful Seaport Village. 
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I went to Aruba thinking I knew all 
about the island; I left Aruba with 
more to discover. My short stay turned 
my thoughts of the island 180 degrees, 
and being a diver who loves wrecks, I’d 
recommend her to any diver who 
wants to explore big ships in ideal dive 
conditions. And with all the topside 
activities, including an emphasis on 
youngsters—several of the resorts 
have child programs so the parents can 
have time to themselves—it’s an equal- 
ly good destination for nondivers. 

As Jimmy Buffet once sang, “Don’t 
try to describe the scenery if 
you've never seen it. Don’t ever for- 
get that you might just end up being 
wrong.” ™™ 


Special thanks to Sonesta Beach Resort, 
Red Sail Sports and Pelican Adventures. 


Also thanks to ALM Airlines and Castro 
Perez of Aruba’s Tourism Authority. 











- T nights hotel ° 5 two-tank morning dives 
4 FREE single-tank afternoon dives 
950 per room beverage credit 


The name you know and trust ” 5 
in Cozumel since 1984. a” 


www.diveparadise.com 
‘9 Se 


BayivAdventures 


yousne: 1-888-599-3483 


INFO@BAYADVENTURES.COM > WWWBAYADVENTURES.COM 
Call for discount airfare and more info! Per person dbl. occ. valid 4/1-12/23/01. Holiday restrictions apply. 
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Jean-Michel Cousteau 


a) ISLANDS 


RESORT 


JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fifi aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the worlds 
most spectacular.land 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful ef and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fiji's waters have it all. — 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada “sega 
North America Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788-0150. 
e-mail info@fifiresort.com + http//www.fij yiresort. com — _ 
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Discover streams, rivers 
and caves. Explore ancient 
Maya sites. And on the coast, 
dive the extraordinary Blue 
Hole. There is fabulous fly- 
fishing for tarpon, bone and 
permit. And at days end, you'll 
discover that the people are 
as warm and friendly as 
the climate. Experience the 
diversity of Belize, your 
Hate Vy abecy e=r-) aleve Mm atzy(elelere) mesa 
the Caribbean coast, only 

2 hours from 


| oe the U.S. 


a. 


lees “8 
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HANAUMA Bay ON THE SOUTHEAST 
shore of the island of Oahu has gained 
attention around the world for its well- 
protected bathing beach, crystal clear 
water and huge living reef coral forma- 
tions. The bay itself is legally designated 
as a state underwater park and conserva- 
tion district. Formed thousands of years 
ago at the mouth of an extinct volcano, it 
is home to puffers, parrotfish, Green 
Sea Turtles, dolphins, rays and another 
rather peculiar form of life that seems to 
frequent underwater parks more and 
more these days—tourists. 

The protected nature of bays like 
Hanauma—and the incredible array 
of marine life that lives there—make 
excellent opportunities for family 
snorkeling excursions. All that’s 
required is some careful pre-planning, a 
bottle of waterproof suntan lotion and 
the right equipment. Easy, 
right? Well, after taking all 
the safety precautions, 
there’s one more thing to 
consider. I call it a smart 
environmental attitude. 
Making your kids aware of 
the impact their presence 
has on this fantastic un- 
dersea world can goa long 
way toward making the 
most of their snorkeling 
experience, while causing 
the least disruption of the 
sea life. 

Each year, the incredible 
beauty of underwater 
parks like Hanauma Bay attracts mil- 
lions of snorkelers who, without know- 
ing any better, poke, prod, kick, collect 
and generally disrupt the fragile marine 


SNORKELING SENSE 


BY WYLAND 





life that live there. I 
myself have seen 
hundreds of people 
literally standing 
on living coral. These folks don’t mean 
any harm. They simply haven’t learned 
how fragile the corals are, nor do they 
understand how long it takes for coral to 
regenerate. Multiply this day after day, 
year after year, and you can understand 
why coral reefs are degrading around 
the world. 

Then there are the people who share 
their lunch with the fish. Ionce saw a 
man swim out in Hanauma Bay carrying 
a half-eaten McDonald’s cheeseburger. 
Bit by bit, the man flung the disintegrat- 
ing burger across the water, making 
quick friends with a school of ravenous 
tropical fish. Unfortunately, the fish 
don’t need this kind of friendship. Over 
the years the fish population in areas 
such as Hanauma Bay have grown accus- 
tomed to human contact, and it’s not un- 
usual for fish of every size to swim up to 





Encourage your children to practice an environmentally smart 
attitude while snorkeling. Remember, you are the guest in 
this fragile underwater world. 


take food from your hand. The prospect 
of this may seem thrilling, but the truth 
is that by serving up this human junk 
food, we are introducing yet another en- 


PHOTO: BILL HARRIGAN 





vironmental complication to this fragile 
ecosystem. To help avoid this, snorkelers 
can purchase a special food at local con- 
cession stands. 

To the credit of the state of Hawaii, 
someone figured out that even the sea 
life in Hanauma Bay could use a break 
once ina while. Hanauma Bay is now 
closed once a week to give the reef a 


How Your Famity CAN KEEP 
REEFS PRISTINE 


¢ Be aware that even the light- 
est touch with hands or equip- 
ment can damage sensitive 


destroys their natural feed- 
ing habits, and you might be 
injured. 
e Remember, it’s illegal to 
harvest coral in many areas, 
and purchasing it at local 
shops only depletes reefs 
elsewhere. 


rest. As an experienced diver—and 
parent—you can follow the state’s lead 
by encouraging your children to adopt 
environmentally smart practices the 
next time you go on a snorkeling excur- 
sion. You might even spend some time 
beforehand identifying a few of the 
species that your kids are likely to en- 
counter. Some of the names like the 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a 
(Hawait’s state fish) are fascinating and 
fun. Learning the names of the crea- 
tures not only helps acquaint your kids 
with the environment, it makes them 
more comfortable with this beautiful 
new world. And, as I’ve always main- 
tained, the more people know about 
these places, the more they are likely to 
protect them. Or, another way to look 
at it, the next time you visit our friends 


in the sea, try to bea fish...or at least 
think like one. ** 


Looking for more ocean adventures with 
your kids? Check out the Wyland website 
at www.wyland.com/kidsandparents. 


OCEANIC 


Inventing The Freedom Of Diving 


NVETT1 moll] anY1Z-) oSTh(- We CoM late Molt] maslolc-Me] efolt] mis(-¥e Lelai-yaneiclal-co 
While you're there set up your FREE Dive Locker and win BIG! 


AVA Ola Yoh ita i celaroh  Arel-mexelin 


Regulators ¢ Dive Computers e Analog Gauges e Buoyancy Compensators ¢ Masks @Snorkels Fins ¢ Drysuits 
WetsuitseDive Vehicles eAccessorieseHoods eBootieseGloveseKnives eAppareleBagseProResorts 
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How to Shoot 
SuperMacro 


Frequent SDM contributors Larry 
and Denise Nielsen ‘Tackett 
explain how they get big pictures of 
the sea’s little creatures. 


SO WHAT IS SUPERMACRO? WE 
call anything shot at greater than 
lifesize SuperMacro. ‘That 
means a .5-inch shrimp will 
appear bigger than .5 inches on 


FREEFLOW 


the film—maybe even as long as 1.5 
inches or three times its size. 

Our favorite use of this technique is 
to create abstract images by shooting 
small sections of subjects at greater 
than lifesize. We wind up with images 
that don’t look at all like the subject and 
are often not recognizable as underwa- 
ter images because they rely solely on 
color, pattern and texture. 

The starting point for creating 
SuperMacro images is a housed camera 
with a macro lens, such as the Nikon 


You're just too good to be true. 
Can't take my eyes off of you... 
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Come get an eyetull aboard the luxury 
live-aboard SOLMAR V. Private bath, shower, tv/vcr 
in every stateroom and air conditioned throughout. 
THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 


Diving (o> DES 
Shy? 

Provided “ed Ay’ 

by - . 
“Yo yy 


www.amigosdelmar.com 
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105 mm Micro that goes to lifesize 
image reproduction. To — shoot 
SuperMacro, you then need to add a 
close-up diopter to the front of the 
lens. Most housings have enough space 
in the port to accommodate a diopter. 

We use a Nikon 4T diopter (+3 
strength, dual element, 52 mm diam- 
eter) that screws into the front of the 
lens like a filter. When used with 
maximum lens extension, the +3 
diopter gives an image that is about 
1.4 times bigger (or 40 percent larger) 
than lifesize. 

The drawback to using a diopter 1s 
that your working distance from the 
front of the lens to the subject will be 
reduced. That means you have to get 


Using SuperMaero on this frogfish’s eye 
creates an abstract and intriguing image. 


closer to the subject. 

If you like shooting at 1.4X and want 
to go even bigger, the next step is a 2X 
teleconverter. This is an optical device 
the fits between the camera body and 
lens, much like an extension tube. The 
teleconverter doubles the focal length 
of the lens and the image size. 
Although you don’t lose working dis- 
tance with the teleconverter, you do 
lose two f-stops of light. That means if 
you're shooting at f8 you'll need as 
much light for the subject as if you 
were shooting at f16. You'll also need a 
port extension ring and special aper- 
ture gear to allow for the length of the 
teleconverter in the housing. 

To offset the light loss you can use a 
lower f-stop, but remember that as mag- 
nification increases, depth of field 
decreases so you’ll want to use as high an 
f-stop as possible. We generally use faster 
film (100 ASA) and move our strobes 
closer so we can shoot at f11. 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifical- 
ly true colors of the magnificent underwater world that 
are otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . bril- 
liant reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 





Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 


“I recently had the oppor- 
tunity to dive with 
an Aquacolor® mask in 
Bonaire and found the results to 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 





Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 800-274-0424 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 800-382-0158 


Entire Aquacolor® story, Model of the Month, Dealer Site: www.aquacol- 














Live the Dream 
Yes, you can make a 
ereatliving with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 

program. 
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Urermueron ~ Placement Rate 100%* Worldwide : 
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UNIVERSAL 
REFERRAL 


INSTRUCTOR 


wees  BOQO- 331 4255 NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
= 305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 
J L. = FAX 305-743-8168  1%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 
= == www.halisdiving.cOM APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 
at Faro Blanco Resort & Hall’s s Diving Center ¢ 1994 Overseas Hwy ® Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


*100% 1992-93 FETPIP; 1993-99 100% placed 4 out of 8 types of instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all iemtitule programs including 

: aster and Repair’ Tech, As a result of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 
ation. The methods used to collect this information are specified by state laws and'rules. These data are available far inspection upon request. 

nsed by: State Board of Non-Public Career Education - Tallahassee, FL. License’# 94. Composite Photo: Underwater class on the Reef at the Institute. 
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Walker's Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caridbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN's 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 

of=jmn elu imme) el=ipmuvcicclenelUrcliiaslere fel) sion 

or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water, Diver, 
absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 
360 fejejrefe)bje)(-Wejereie ey-|p1e\¥) 


Toll Free US 


800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


. oe WALKERS Cay 
DY=)|U) wll enerejerelitveieisieh pdereiee 


Room Taxes & Gratuities 

3 Dives Daily 

Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


HOTEL, “AND MARINA 
‘0, BAHAMAS 


* e-mail: walkers@nealwatson.com 
- internet: htto://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 


A NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE 
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Wyland Aboard Aggressor 
Marine life artist Wyland will be 
spending an upcoming dive trip 


through 13, he will be aboard the 
Okeanos Aggressor. Aggressor 
guests will enjoy a video presenta- 
tion hosted by Wyland, as well as 
receive a signed lithograph. 

For reservations, call Aggressor Fleet 


at (800) 348-2628 or visit www. 


mm aggressor.com. 


U/W BCPS Photo Competition 
The deadline for the fourth 
annual Underwater British 


SE Columbia Photographic Society 


Underwater Photo Competition 1s 
October 26. Awards will be given in 
seven categories. Results will be 
announced December 4, 2001. 

For more information and entry 


forms, visit www.ubcps.be.ca. 


® with Aggressor 
2) guests 
= 1989. He will 
® be making two 

| trips, 
ef January 6 to 13 
: My aboard 


Underwater Canada Show 


The sport diving showcase, 


® Underwater Canada, will be held at 
B48 the International Plaza Hotel in 
Ss Toronto from October 26 to 28. The 
am show will consist of the Canadian 


Festival of Underwater Images, 
workshops and symposiums. 
For more information, visit www. 


ms underwatercanada.com. 


Bee Join Jim Church for His Birthday 


contributor and 
friend of Skin Diver magazine, Jim 


Long-time 


e sa Church will celebrate his 70th 
v | birthday 
| Aggressor IT on January 15, 2002. 


aboard the Palau 


Jim is a heavily published, world- 
renowned photographer who has 


shared his skill and knowledge 


since 


one on 





the 
Truk Aggressor IT, sid see 


Be, Mm January 13 to 15 aboard the Palau 


Aggressor IT. 


= For information on joining fim for 


his birthday trips, call (800) 345- 
2628, e-mail info@aggressor.com, 
or Visit Www.aggressor.com, "= 








Dive with movie maker, Stan Waterman, 
at CoCo View Resort December 1st-8th! 


The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribben... It’s time to look them under! 





As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, 
ambience, and world 
famous shore diving that 
will knock your booties off. 
The 24/7 shore diving is 
guaranteed incomparable! 
some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the bar.” 


With a brilliant whité”’sand~ 


beach, room Servi6pLy; 
and all the amenities of a 
first class beach resort, 
you just might be fooled 
into thinking you landed in 
the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
scuba diving the island is 
famous for. 


Your Specialtist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge is 
the Caribp@an’s-SRI sanctioned 
whale shark research field 
Station. 8 oceanfront, air 
conditioned rooms,with private 
porch or balcony. Spectacular 
boat diving includes sea 
mounts with sheer walls, 
delicate bluebell 
tunicates, and_a real 
opportunity to see 
rare whale sharks. 
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Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 


international: 352-588-4132 ¢ email: info@roatan.com 




















A barracuda-filled 
sea off Kosrae. 
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Tucked away between Hawaii and the bustling dive 
destinations of the western Pacific, Eastern Micronesia is 
one of the last great dive adventures in the world. The 
Marshall Islands, Kosrae and Pohnpei have for years been 
eap-frogged by dive travelers on their way to Guam and 
oints beyond, such as Palau, Yap and Chuuk (Truk) 
Lagoon. Now starting to come into the spotlight, divers 
=] acme lKY@e)U—lalare ma aal-me [6l(-1 sme lar-hxielnaliale mki(-lalekyar-|ae)|kar-lare| 


reefs of this forgotten expanse. 
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Sharks thrive in the waters 
surrounding Bikini Atoll. 
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Marshall (stands Kosrae reefs feature mountainous 


Despite having 1,225 islands (only 24 of which are populated) in 29 eS Mena norat 


atolls and 870 reefs encompassing more than two million square kilo- 
meters of prime Pacific, the Marshall Islands remain one of the 
world’s best kept diving secrets. 

The first big hint of the Marshalls’ potential came, oddly enough, 
from a non-natural source: The “atomic fleet” of WWII wrecks found 
beneath the waters of Bikini Atoll, which put the Marshall Islands on 
the diving map. Used as a guinea pig in early atomic weapons tests, the 
ghost fleet now lies on the sandy lagoon floor and is considered by 
many to be the premier wreck diving destination on the planet. Here 
you will find the world’s only diveable aircraft carrier, the 880-foot- 
long USS Saratoga, as well as the battleships USS Arkansas and 
HIJMS Nagato (Admiral Yamamoto’s flagship during the attack on 
Pearl Harbor). 

However, the wrecks of Bikini aren’t the only treasures to be found 
in the Marshalls. Discovered long ago by serious anglers, the waters 
outside the lagoons are the territory of large predators—marlin, tuna, 








GETTING THERE: Continental Airlines (800) Resort O11 (691) 370 3483 


231-0856 www.continentalairlines.com www-kosraevillage.com * gf 
FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: "en Marine Sports 
Marshall Islands: Year-round. Slightly drier a Mt Sh 

and cooler January through March. Typhoons are oy ae eases 

rare, although March, April, October and November prnshasrae @ vie 

can be stormy. Kosrae: Year-round. Dry season dein viet sie 7 
between May and October; rainy season between pie he Pt Ny 
November and April. Pohnpei: Year-round. bie ae ay Cora 
January and February are the driest months, April UC 


; 2447 e-mail: joy-ponape 
ap Oa em, TORE Oe @mail.fm * Phoenix Marine Sports Club 


Climate: Tropical oceanic, cooled year-round O11 (691) 320 5678 * The Viloge Hotel and Tours 


by the northeast trade winds. Average temperature gees | 
11 (691) 320 2797 e-mail: thevill Lf 
is 80°F. Water Temperature: 80-82°F. eae eee 


Exchange Rate: The US. dolla is used TRAVEL SPECIALISTS & RE- 
throughout Micronesia. Time Difference: 


Marshall Islands & Kosrae: EST plus 17 hours. SOURCES: World of Diving www.worldof 
Pohnpei: EST plus 16 hours. diving.com * Central Pacific Dive Travel www.cenpac 
dive.com * Trip-N-Tour www.trip-n-tour.com * Island 


RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: Dreams www.islandream.com * Tropical Adventures 


Marstrall Iskarede: Bolo Oe G11 (oe7y 625 er avetrepiealcamt, ° GSM Matos Bureau 
AtA0 wea uahadwemenn 6 Unde Dit www.visit-micronesia.com © Marshall Islands Visitors 
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Gitencean © Ban Mel Diver. ane niGi ° Kosrae Visitors Authorit kosrae@ mail.fm * Pohnpei 
Visitors Bureau (691) 320 4823 www.isit- 

atoll.com * Outrigger Marshall Islands Resort 011 

(602) 625 16S” coma couch @damarcam = pohnpei.fm * Lonely Planet Guide to Federated States 


abt Reine Ha! 11 (692) 6252250 Hts cane wemnwen com * Sn 
Kosrae: Kosrae Nautilus Resort O11 (691) 370 : callie 


3667 e-mail: nautilus@mail.m * Kosrae Village Online www.skin-diver.com 

















Three-banded Anemonefish, Arno Atoll. 
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Our front yard is a wreck 
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ra unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right “= = 
"eh from the beach! Call our toll-free number and ¢ 
well answer all your questions and send you * 
_* a beautiful brochure. A family operation. > 
oer mite Travel arrangements : ? 
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Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


Isn’t It Time You Start Living 
Your Dream? 


Train For An Exciting New Diving Career! 


“The most chosen 


PADI Career 
Development Center 


PRO DIVE. 
LN TERNATIONAL 


Established 1975 


VYAWTAY YA o] goto! (-10b-t- merelag 


Call us toll free 
1-800-PRO-DIVE (776-3483) 
for your FREE Career Training Catalog and Video 
UK Toll Free: 0800-068-9034 
Phone: + 1-954-776-3483 Fax: + 1-954-761-8624 
Email: info@prodiveusa.com 
515 Seabreeze Bivd., Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316 USA 


in the U.S.A.” 


--PADI Headquarters 


APPROVED 
FOR 
VETERANS 
TRAINING 
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The striking blue mantle of a Jridacna. 


Wahoo, Mahi-Mahi and, of course, 
sharks. In fact, the Marshalls are con- 
sidered by some of the most experi- 
enced divers in the world to have the 
“sharkiest” waters anywhere. On 
Majuro Atoll, divers can wake up in a 
beautiful waterside resort and make the 
short boat ride to dive huge coral for- 
mations inside the protected lagoon or 
on the steep, coral-encrusted flanks out- 
side of the lagoon. Encounters with 
swirling schools of jacks and barracu- 
da are interspersed with sightings of 
the aforementioned predators. Those 
wishing to venture out even farther, 
can keep a lookout for whales, dol- 
phins and feeding tuna on a one-hour 
boat ride to Arno Atoll. Still largely 
unexplored, Arno’s sheer walls are 
home to a plethora of sharks and 
Three-banded Anemonefish, both 
easily seen in the 100-foot visibility. 
Finally, for a truly remote hide-out, 
divers may consider taking the short 
flight to Mili Atoll, where off-gassing 
time can be spent under a palm tree on 
their own private island. 


hosrae 


Kosrae’s idyllic charm is intoxicating. 
The island is home to a small popula- 
tion of gracious islanders who treat 
every visitor as an honored guest. 
Incredibly proud of their heritage and 
the island they love, they are committed 
to preserving its biological majesty. 
Unlike other dive destinations that 
waited until the irreversible signs of 
diver impact appeared, here the local 
government and dive operators installed 
a network of moorings around the 
island in anticipation of the divers who 
are just now starting to key in on this 
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ce ‘CHL KOSRAE POHNPEI 
cits Micnoneere oe 


: www. Visit-Pohnpei.fm 
For a complete list of dive operators & resorts. 


Federated States: 


! KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORT of Bictagesis ‘ 
Kosrae Nautilus Resort is a 16 room complex, beautifully situated in Ya) : ' 3 * : hae 


tropical gardens with a swimming pool and full restaurant and bar alll Chauk - Pe 
facilities. At the Resort you will find friendly staff and comfortable uae mi Naad lah oF Kosrac 
surroundings just a stone's throw from your own private beach. i 2 | : 
Our dive boats leave daily (except Sunday) to the best sites around 

the 42 miles of pristine coral and coast line. Follow our experienced 

dive guides as they show you the hidden treasures of Kosrae's 

underwater paradise. 011-691-370-3567 


e-mail: nautilus@mail.fm ¢ www.kosraenautilus.con —_—/l Dive 4 we Ie | Cat 
eee ye xolc Micronesia 
dive spots, fh Hie oad. ciate non fis a ai ate J } 


i graceful, quiet an Hefo}fcte J ae ors DDArHE: — 
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| time you chilled . 


THE DIVE/TRAVEL EXPERT 
OF MICRONESIA 


BEST DEAL GUARANTEE 
E-mail: info@trip-n-tour.com 
Website: www. fo ae ae com 





FSM. Visitors. ‘Board » +: 011.601. 320.5133 » FAX: 011.691.320.3251 » EMAIL: ismvb@viElien: org. 





Palau's 4-time Award Winning 
PADI 5-Star Instructor 
2 Deveney: Cer 
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arm: 


‘Our PADI Dive Resort and 4- Star Hotel 
‘is close to the very best dive sites on. 


Roatan, and offers excellent diving for 


individuals or smaller groups. Experience: 
‘the excitement of diving in one of the 


Feasts lel wonders of the world with us. 


‘Our 1100-foot white sand beach is nearby) 
totally yours to enjoy. 
'7-night dive packages are from $ 550 per) 
person, incl. 3 meals, 11th person is free 
Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras 
Telephone from USA (011) 504 455 5407 
mh@roatanyachtclub.com 
www.roatanyacntclub.com 
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Discover the 


Bay Islands 
of Honduras 


| The magic of Latin America... 


| the warmth, pride and passion of TACA... 


| at your fingertips... 


www.taca.com 
GRUPO 


ITACA. = 


FA RRR Te ee Te Creer ory rere 


~~mermmnocmenmmnee tanta “teat Se. 
. ee 
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" TACA 


NECA 


AVEATECA = LACSA = 


For reservations and information 
24 hours a day 


| -800-535-8780 
















relatively unknown gem. 

The diving on Kosrae is as visually 
stunning as it is unavoidably relaxing. 
The gently sloping reefs are easy to 
navigate and offer hours of unhurried 
underwater bliss amongst thousands of 
fish and spectacular coral formations. 
Sharks, Napoleon Wrasse, Spotted 
Eagle Rays, turtles and schools of bar- 
racuda often join divers gliding along 
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Pure Marshall Islands serenity. 





the fringing reefs. Night dives on 
Kosrae are particularly spectacular 
and produce sightings of all manner of 
nocturnal critters. 

Kosrae’s_ incredible biodiversity 
doesn’t end at the waterline. Mangrove 
forests wrap around the island, and are 
home to seahorses, snapper, herons, 
egrets, iguanas and the sweet-tasting 
mangrove crab. A guided tour of the 
mangroves ecosystem (part of the 
Utwe-Walung Marine Park) with 
Tadao Wakuk, “The Last Storyteller,” 
is an absolute must. A third-generation 
storyteller, Tadao’s knowledge of the 
local flora and fauna 1s unsurpassed. 


Pohnpei is perhaps the area’s crown 
jewel. The capital of the Federated 
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Big Blue Exp orer 


Spacious 164-foot ocean going liveaboard 
features 9 twin-share cabins, 16 service 
oriented crew, four 24-foot skiffs, wonderful 
meals and superb unlimited diving. 


‘Toll Free: 877-417-6160 or 562-865-7198 X D I Re ° 
E-mail: info@palauscuba.com 2) ¢ QO (di 
www.palauscuba.come Fax: (630) 616-0727 LIVEABOARDS 


De POS OE A OR, Ten GED OO AOE DAH ASH OD OSA EY PEE REL 


Sth SALAH RA tla SIOICA A Ee A APRA DIANA hha ah eH, AAR IES fe 


Jcean Hunier/Pish n Pins -@Bsageiiiam 
FISH ‘n FINS THE PIONEER DIVE SHOP IN PALAU 


e Personalized service * Cabin boats with toilet & shower 
* Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Rock Islands Aish ‘n Fins ~os 
e All PADI & IANTD courses/Nitrox available Ph: (680) 488-2637 
E-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com * WWW.FISHNFINS.COM _ Fax: (650) 488-5418 
OCEAN HONTER THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 
E-MAIL: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com > WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 

| ® Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins ¢ Unlimited diving * Diving from main boat « Nitrox 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World 


Class Resort. Experience the excitement of diving in palau pacific ic Resort 
one of the top seven underwater wonders of the world 
with Splash, our on-site dive center. 


Phone: (680) 488-2600 ¢ Fax: (680) 488-1606 
E-mail: ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 
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Phone: (680) 488-2793 


Fax: (680) 488-1453 
Website: www.visit-palau.com 
E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 






® @ We Visitors Authority 


TRI PN. lol R PALAU: $1995 West Plaza Hotel & Sam's Tours-Air/Land 
een Add | TRUK: $1176 Blue Lagoon Resort-Air/Land 
——————— eee eee 


’ : °" 1 YAP: $630 Trader’s Ridge Resort-Air/Land 
The dive/travel expert of Palau 


1-800-348-0842 ) 
BEST DEAL GUARANTEE ...& Adventure Vacations 
E-mail: info@trip-n-tour.com 1-800-GO-DIVING 
Website: www.trip-n-tour.com E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 
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States of Micronesia, her rain 
forest-enshrouded peaks jut 
2,500 feet into the Pacific sky, 
creating their own weather pat- 
terns and making Pohnpei one of 
the wettest places on earth. 
Tumbling down the verdant 
peaks, rivers erupt into magnifi- 
cent waterfalls before eventually 
spilling into the sea—and that is 
where things get really exciting. 
Encircling the island 1s a lagoon, 
a barrier reef, 25 islets and eight 
outlying atolls. Dives in the pass- 
es that pierce the protective bar- 
rier reef are some the most exciting in 
the world. 

At a site aptly named Manta Road, 
divers watch in awe as squadrons of 
Mantas soar by, mouths agape, while 
gorging themselves on the plankton- 
rich waters. Other passes _ yield 
schools, (yes, schools!) of sharks com- 
peting for food with tuna, jacks, bar- 
racuda, Mantas and other aquatic citi- 
zens. For those looking for truly “out- 
of-bounds” diving, a ride to Ant Atoll 
is well worth the journey. Electrifying 
dives in the lagoon’s passes and tran- 
quil ones within the lagoon’s protect- 
ed center are separated by picnic 
lunches and leisurely strolls along the 
uninhabited white sand beaches. 

While on Pohnpei, don’t miss out 
on a visit to the legendary ruins of 
Nan Modol. A religious center built in 
the 12th century, Nan Modol has been 
designated as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World. On the edge of 
the reef, it consists of 92 man-made 
islets built with massive basalt “logs,” 
each weighing thousands of pounds. 
You can also explore WWII Japanese 
guns at the top of Sokehs Mountain or 
continue on to the top of Sokehs Rock. 
Its 500-foot sheer basalt face is one of 
Micronesia’s most prominent features. 

If you’re looking for expansive, all- 
inclusive dive resorts or large, fancy 
live-aboards (or any live-aboards for 
that matter) this part of the world is 
not for you. If, however, you are look- 
ing for mind-blowing diving, true 
island culture, and the soul-enriching 
solitude that can only be found beyond 
the commercial amenities of the 
world’s more frequented dive destina- 
tions, then Eastern Micronesia is defi- 
nitely your place! 
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Ramon's oo AP 
Village Resort... | [RRL seen ats clovstsie ole oS — 
sixty-one 4 | eS . " oe 
a denne roof | ea ae | ee 
air-conditioned cabanas 
hidden beneath 
coconut palms and 
lush tropical foliage. = Sh oes 
Located on the beautiful nace — : ae = — a _— 
Ambergris Caue, Belize. ccc Soe gs {2 ee ee are 2 
A scuba divers paradise! Summer ee eee ee Se OS . 
dive ackages starting at ee = Sin Rg dens Sie se , eo 


$445.00/ pp dbl. occupancy. 


Ramon's Village... © Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean 
a wonderfully intriguing © Minutes from Hundred's of Dive Sites & Hundred's to be Discovered 
vacation resort! * Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 
: : ¢ 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 
Reservations & Information Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 
Info@ramons.com or ¢ Instruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 


Gall 1-800-MAGIC 15 1-800-326-1724 


FAX: 206-463-4081 


Www. .ramons.com www.mantaresort.com ¢ E-mail: info@mantaresort.com 
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Experience the luxury of a hotel and the 5 A, 
‘ tages of a condominium, with all j WE 
 Wstudio, 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units overlooking 
a ethe water. Discover Bonaire with Nature 
Tours, Bicycling, Kayaking, Guided 
Snorkeling, Diving and Complete U/W Photo 
& Video Services. Sand Dollar is family 
oriented with programs for kids. SSI, NAUI and PADI * * * * * IDC center. 


) Tel: O11 (599) 717-8738 - US: 1 (800) 288-4773 : Fax: O11 (599) 717-8760 
Santali ielie\@crclavalele)|rlabvovarslicsmee)aaMam sa) bili term ayanvacctlarelele)|elapelarlicemeelan 


BON BINI DIVERS 


€ =-Known for high levels of personal service. this 
SSAESDI, and PADI *& *& ** x Gold Palm Resort 
“Olfers daily boat dives, drive-through shore 
mage x Ivins, guided snorkeling, dock-side gear 
‘ ©, Storage, and instruction. New 2001 programs 





include the Sea-Lab Adventure for kids and Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon 
Bini Divers’ in-house Reservation Service to book all your on-island needs. 
Telephone: O11 (599) 717-5425 + Fax: O11 (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com » Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 
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MEAT PIES, OR AS THE LOCALS CALL THEM, 
“patties,” have been my favorite post-dive dietary 
supplement in the 20 years I have journeyed to the 
Cayman Islands. ‘The best place to consume one (or 
three) of these spicy ground meat delicacies, wrapped 





A collage of everything that makes the Cayman 


The Cayman Islands’ 
Flora and Fauna shows 
even a seasoned travel- 

ey hke FRANKLIN 

VIOLA that these 
islands are something 
to wnte home about. 


in a flaky corn meal crust and baked golden brown, 
has always been the Wholesome Bakery on Grand 
Cayman. Combined with their fabulously rich and 
thick chocolate shakes, nothing prepares vou better 
for a noon-time nap followed by a late afternoon dive. 
During my recent visit, | went for my fix. Parking 
in the small oceanfront lot facing Georgetown 
Harbour, then jumping out to cross the traffic, I liter- 
ally stopped in my tracks. Gone! One of the island's 
most treasured landmarks—closed for construction. 
Undaunted, I added “patties” to my things-to-find 
list of endemic flora and fauna for which this assign- 
ment to the Cayman Islands had brought me. More 
than just another dive trip, | was here with a group of 
avid adventurers on an eight-day nature extravaganza. 


the Bird Sanctuary 

Our first sighting was black-necked stilts and com- 
mon moorhens, breakfasting in the mirrored water. A 
single snowy egret and a few least terns soon joined in 
the hunt. After an hour or so, we motored on to 


Islands one of the world’s greatest dive travel 


destinations—clockwise from left: blue iguana, heron, Orange Elephant Ear Sponge and Gray Angelfish, 


bat, Green Sea Turtle, Stingray City. 
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Meagre Bay Pond Sanctuary, a road- 
side-accessible saltwater lagoon. It did 
not take long to add a pied-billed grebe 
and four species of heron (little blue, 
tricolored, green and yellow-crowned 
night heron) to our birdwatching file. 
After a successful morning outing, my 
stomach began its afternoon yearnings. 


















Top: The Cayman Turtle Farm 
releases nearly 4,000 turtles a year 
into their natural habitat. Above: A 
shallow coral garden packed with 
grunts, gorgonians and seafans. 
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“Is it time for a pattie yet?” I asked, 
hopefully. 

Much to my delight, we swung by 
Island Taste, which supplies meat pies 
to all of the island’s grocery stores and 
gas stations. Just pull in, fill up and 
get back on the road, said our 
guide, Geddes. “Any possibility of 

—" chocolate shakes?” I 
inquired. Instead, 
Geddes poured usa cup 
of syrupy, lemon sweet 
water. “Guaranteed to 
keep you going all day,” 
he smiled. 


Rays the Roof 

Our most anticipated 
dive on Grand Cayman 
began with a_ short 
Sunset Divers boat ride 


to North Sound and Stingray 
City. Even after15 years of div- 
ing this site, interacting with a 
squadron of flat-body, evolu- 
tionized sharks sporting whip- 
like tails is still unbelievable. 
No sooner had the boat 
engines stopped than a forma- 
tion of sinewy Southern 
Stingrays buzzed the dive plat- 
form and circled on the sand 
beneath the boat. Char-gray on 
top and milky white on bottom, 
the rays flew over, under and 
between each diver entering the 
water. Although briefed by the 
divemaster on how to safely 
interact with the stingrays, there 
is no way to prepare first-time 
Stingray City visitors for the 
rush of touching the velvety skin of the 
rays, while hand-feeding them pieces of 
squid. Some in our group seemed timid 
at first, but they quickly found that the 
stingrays’ menacing scowls simply mask 
their puppy-dog demeanor. Fear of hav- 


ing a finger nipped is more likely from 
the marauding gangs of Yellowtail 
Snapper (and lately, an enterprising 
pufferfish) that compete for mollusk 
treats. After 60 minutes of dancing with 
the rays on the 10-foot sandy bottom, we 
returned to the boat—with all our digits. 


Molting Pot 

Our last stop of the day was at Queen 
Elizabeth II Botanic Park, 65 acres of 
floral displays created in 1990 by a joint 
effort of the Cayman Islands Govern- 
ment and the National Trust. My cam- 
era quickly latched onto a blue iguana. 
Endemic to Grand Cayman, Cyclura 
nubile lewisi is a unique and magnificent 
reptile. These large (up to three feet 
long) vegetarian lizards are named for 
their remarkable blue coloration, par- 
ticularly notable on adult males. 
Subspecies are found on 
Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman, but are not as 
blue. Luck shined on our 
visit as a large male lounged 
in open shade close to the 
habitat walls. And, he was 
shedding. A kiss of fill- 
flash illuminated the con- 
trast between his virgin 
blue skin and his old rusted 
armor. 


Tranquility Base for Sea Turtles 

We met Jose Bodden, a staff member 
of the Cayman Turtle Farm (CTF), for 
a tour. The CTF was started in 1968 by 
a marine biologist who convinced in- 
vestors that farming Green Sea Turtles 
could provide the local market with edi- 
ble produce, while at the same time 
replenish the sea with hatchling and 
yearling turtles. Today, the CTF raises 
some 3,000 Green Sea Turtles per year 
for local consumption, and releases near- 
ly 4,000 into their natural habitat. “Our 
largest release is about 1,500 during 
Pirate’s Week [in October],” says Jose. 

In April of 2000, the CTF began an 
interactive turtle release program in con- 
junction with DiveTech, a scuba and 
freediving training facility situated next 
door. Divers (and snorkelers) can select 
their own Green Sea Turtle, and then 
hand-release it into the wild. ‘Turtles and 
divers can go on a Divelech boat or 
swim out directly from the shore and 








into the wild. “We have assisted 
nearly 200 turtle releases,” states Ian 
Thomas, a soft-spoken Englishman 
who also teaches advanced 
rebreather courses at DiveTech. 
“Afterward, may I suggest you drop 
down to our mini-wall (30 feet deep) 
and the best tarpon dive in Grand 
Cayman.” I counted more than 20 of 
the stout “stainless steel” bonefish 
boldly schooling in and out of the 
cavern; I wondered why divemasters 
have not renamed Turtle Farm 
Reef the New Tarpon Alley. 


The Brac Bats & Brac Reefs 

Derived from a Gaelic 
term meaning bluff, “the 
Brac” is the tallest of the 
three islands. A tremendous 
140-foot cliff rises vertically from 
the ocean floor on the island’s north 
shore. Adventurers can view the 
limestone fortress from Long Beach 
at Spot Bay, savor spectacular cliff walks 
or sit in blissful solitude watching frigate 
birds (among the Brac’s 200 species of 
birds) ride air currents rising up the 
sheer rock face. 

Eons of rainwater have cut into the 
Brac’s porous limestone, creating num- 
erous caves and caverns. Legends sug- 
gest that pirate treasure may still be 
hidden in some, but traditionally these 
underground chambers have provided 
Brackers with shelter from hurricanes. 
We visited two: Half Way Ground Cave 
(also known as “Skull Cave”) and 
Rebecca’s Cave. The permanent resi- 
dents of these rock labyrinths are 
among the most misunderstood and 
least appreciated of all animals—bats. 

Eight different bat species inhabit the 
Cayman Islands; six of which are rare; 
four living only in the Caribbean. They 
are divided into three broad categories 
based on their diet: insects, fruit and 
pollen. None of the Cayman Islands’ 
bats are blood suckers (vampires) and 
will not attack animals or humans. 

Our next day was spent diving the 
Brac’s classic _fringing _ reefs. 
Punctuated by sand chutes, they are 
also loaded with sponges, gorgonians 
and incredible marine life, such as 


Off Cayman Brac, an exploration of the M/V 
Captain Keith Tibbetts is a great way to end 
the day. 
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GETTING THERE: Cayman Airways offers direct flights from Miami and Houston. Island Air offers numerous 
daily flights from Grand Cayman to her sister islands of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. Being that IA’s birds are 16 
passenger dual prop airplanes, baggage space (and weight) is limited. For divers, especially during the high season, this 
can create a problem. However, IA will work with travelers if you allow them to send some baggage a day in advance 
on a less crowded flight. The windows on IA’s Twin-Otters are quite large compared to many older models | have flown. On 
a bright clear day the view is excellent for aerial photos of all three islands. Cayman Airways (800) 422-9626 www.cayman 
airways.com * Island Air (345) 949-5252 www.islandaircayman.com 


FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. Topside 


Bloody Bay 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Marine Park 





Stingray City 


Pond Sanctuary 


Spotted Eagle Rays and _ friendly 
Nassau Groupers. We also explored the 
now famous must-dive, the M/V 
Captain Keith Tibbetts Russian frigate. 
And by the afternoon, we were loung- 
ing in hammocks hung from Brac 
Reef’s ocean cabana, watching the sky 
explode into the brilliant orange hues 
of sunset. 


Little Cayman—Bloody Brilliant 
The sky began turning gray as soon 
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Climate: May to August: 80°F average; September to April: 
mid 70s°f. Water Temperature: 78 to 

82°F. Exchange Rate: | (I Dollar = 
1.25 US Dollar. USD accepted. Time 
Difference: 

Time + | hour. 


RESOURCES: Cayman islands 

Department of Tourism www.cayman 

islands.ky * Cayman Islands Tourism 

Association (Grand Cayman) (345) 

949-8522 e-mail: C(TA@candw.ky 

Sister Island Tourism Association (Cayman Brac 

& Little Cayman) www.sisterislands.com 

Lonely Planet Guide to Cayman Islands www.lonely 
planet.com © Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


S ‘Cave Eastern Standard 


Skull Cave 


as our Island Air flight landed on Little 
Cayman’s grass runway. Upon check- 
ing into the Little Cayman Beach 
Resort, we hired a car to take us to look 
at boobies (the web-footed feathered 
variety) at Little Cayman’s Booby Pond 
Nature Reserve—the most visitor-fre- 
quented place on Little Cayman. 

But just as I opened my camera bag, 
giant raindrops exploded everywhere. 
No worries. We were on Little Cayman, 
home of Bloody Bay Wall. And in my 
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This Winter, 


Now Is The Time To Gear Up. 


Be First To Plan To Get The Best. 


Reserve your preferred time and price NOW at Little Cayman Beach 
Resort to be sure of diving with the best crew in the best waters - 
at the best resort in the Caribbean. Space is limited, so plan your 


winter vacation with us now! 


www.littlecayman.com 

For information & reservations 
1(800)594-6697 (727)323-8727 
Fax:(727)323-8827 
bestdiving@reefseas.com 


Ask Us About The Most Unique 
Private Residential Club Anywhere 
- The Club At Little Cayman. 
theclub@littlecayman.com 
1-345-948-1045 
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opinion, the best damn diving in the 
whole Caribbean. 

On the northwest coast of Little 
Cayman, Bloody Bay Marine Park 
consists of two topographically differ- 
ent reef formations. To the east, 
Jackson’s Bight is characterized by 
predominantly lush shallow coral gar- 
dens, while to the west, Bloody Bay 
features near vertical walls studded 
with richly-colored sponges. Drop 
down and cruise along the bottomless 
walls at 80 to 100 feet, ascend to the 
seafan zone along the reef ledge at 30 
to 40 feet, then off-gas while visiting 
the grunts, snapper, barracuda, 


anemone shrimp and touch-hungry 
grouper that inhabit the shallows at 10 





to 20 feet. Before you know it, 60 min- 
utes have expired and you may still 
have 500 to 1,000 psi. 

My trip shaped up nicely, giving me 
the opportunity to see a whole new 
dimension of Cayman wildlife. Before 
I left, I shared a cold brew with 
friends and reminisced about my 15 
years of diving the islands’ magical 
sites. In all those trips, this was the 
first time I felt I had really visited the 
Cayman Islands. Of course, I ended 
this trip the same way I had ended all 
the others, with a visit to the Hungry 
Horse Restaurant in Grand Cayman’s 
Owen Roberts International Airport. 
It’s the last place to get a hot pattie 
before boarding your flight back to 
the States. 


A special thanks to Geddes Hislop of 
Silver Thatch Excursions; TF. Sevik, 
Wallace Platts, Gladys Howard and Cico- 
Avis of Cayman Islands National Trust; 
Cayman Turtle Farm, Ltd.; Sunset 
House; DiveTech; Brac Reef Beach 
Resort; and Little Cayman Beach Resort. 
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PELICAN 
PRODUCTS 


Pelican 
Nemo Light 


“The smallest and 
brightest 8C dive light 
in the world” 
310-326-4700 
www.pelican.com 


Harvey’s 
Wetsuits 


“From the new Kobalt 
Titanium to custom 
wetsuits built to fit” 
800-347-0054 
www.harveys-divesuits.com 


TUSA 
X-Pert Zoom 


Aeronautical 
Engineering 
in the water. 
562-498-3708 
www.tusa.com 


SeaVision 


From the newest 
MaxVision and 
TransVision to the Color 
Corrective Filtering 
System. 

800-732-6275 
Wwww.seavisionusa.com 


The Okeanos 
Aggressor 


The ultimate in 
live-aboards. 
888-348-2628 
Www.aggressor.com 
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Leaders in dive lens technology 


° 


am) [ 
of these 


Limited 
edition 
50th anniver- 
\ sary Skin Diver 
.> backpack 


FREE BACKPACK! 


and enter to win the 


e Trip for one on the 
Truk Aggressor Il live-aboard 
Diving WWII wrecks in Truk Lagoon, Micronesia 
e 1 TUSA BCs 


e 1 TUSA regulator 
(first, second stage plus octopus) 


¢ 1 TUSA computer console 


° 1 Sea Vision mask 
e 1 custom Harvey's wetsuit 
e 1 Pelican NEMO light 


ES 
eoCmmeSOp 


Rules: Attach your sales receipt from the purchase of one of these specialized products: Pelican Nemo light, Sea Vision mask, Harvey’s 
Cobalt Titanium wetsuit, TUSA X-Pert Zoom split fin or book a trip on featured Aggressor live-aboard to the attached business reply card 
plus $7.95 shipping and handling for the free backpack or simply fill out the card to enter the grand prize drawing, (no purchase 
necessary to enter the drawing). Okeanos Aggressor vacation must be booked and deposited by 12/31/01 to receive backpack. 

Does not apply to previously booked passengers, only new bookings.Your backpack will arrive within 8-10 weeks and you will 
automatically be entered into the grand prize drawing. Supplies of the backpacks are limited $o act fast! 

Skin Diver Backpack: Quantities of the backpack are limited to the first 2000 entries. Any form sent without a sales receipt will not be accepted. This promotion ends June 1, 2002. All 
forms received through June 1, 2002 will be automatically entered into the grand prize drawing. Grand Prize Drawing: No purchase necessary to enter the grand prize drawing. Void 
where prohibited.To enter, send your name, address, telephone number and e-mail address on a 3” x 5” card to: Dive 44, attn: Backpack Promo, 16772 Channel Lane, Huntington Beach, 


CA 92649 











fect dive vacation. 


Surfacing is quite the indulging experience at the charming 





Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald Casino. 
Here, you'll dive into lavish luxury with 247 elegant guest rooms, 


Habitat Curacao is the home of diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days Bach Witla ee ac ues piivatetialcony.qaueinece. yd ip 


a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat a addition to being rated one of the World's Favorite Dive Sites by 
and beach dives daily, 24-hour unlimited shore diving & snorkeling oc 
and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest a Rodale’s, the resort boasts an abundance of exhilarating amenities 
coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden 
and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette, 
telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant 
& bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! 


Tel. 1-800-327-6709 ~ = geCloimiaGuirlente 
Fax: 305-438-4220 Curacao, Netherlands Antilles oo thinking of you 
www.habitatdiveresorts.com bi CURACAO 


and activities including four restaurants and a 5,000-sq.-ft. casino. 
For reservations, call (800) 223-6388. Or, visit us at 


www.marriotthotels.com/curmc 





EACH RESORT & 
EMERALD CASINO 





“Mushroom Forest”, NS oouge Fora 

"Hells Corner”, “The Wall", rare corals, 
exotic marine life, 150 foot visibil lity, ue 
Pichseiecaccmisep llecy 
that make our island audi ving and snork ey 
paradise unique in all the world. Marvelous 
hotels, casinos, niG(Hitey @Uiye ne = 
MCEMOUIR cr hiking, 
biking, historic architecture and, of course, 
our Dutch hospitality. Dive with us in Curacao; 


in | the Dutch Caribbean. Ee? the family, 
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New Marine 
Specialty Tag 
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Deputy Director of special projects, pro- 
ceeds from the tag are slated for efforts 
that contribute most meaningfully to 
improving reef health through education, 
research and conservation programs. 
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You're 100 feet down 
with an equipment mal- 
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Further information and survey forms are O : . > enough air to get back tom 
available online at wwm.mote.org. % sor the surface. You need an 
Zz. alternate air source. You 
O 'S) need Spare Air. 
, ” Spare Air is the preferred choice of both pro- 
Another Choice On . fessional and sport divers for a very good rea- 
son: IT SAVES LIVES. 
Gra nd Cayman » -) Self-contained. Refillable. A total redundant 
; nm C back-up miniature SCUBA system. In case of 
GRAND CAYMAN’S NEWEST DIVE RESORT, << - emergency, Spare Air provides you with enough 
the Cobalt Coast Resort, opened in UO a air to safely get back to the surface. Even if you 
January 2001, includes one- and two-bed- & ” backup sea pare nL eaways eae 
room suites and villas, and is tucked away mn 2, OC The ultimate alternate air source is also the 
on Grand Cayman’s secluded northwest 2 yy ultimate buddy system! It allows for minimal 
: é ; ee interaction with your diving buddy, has been 
point. It’s also only a short boat ride away - ye proven to be faster than buddy breathing and 
> easier than an octopus. Spare Air is the answer in 
mo out-of-air emergencies. THERE WHEN YOU 
“< NEED IT. 








SUBMERSIBLE 
SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self-rescue 
breathing systems.” 


18072 Gothard Street, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 









Available at your local dive shop or call 


(800) 648-DIVE 
(714) 842-6566 


Visit our website at: www.spareair.com 


from the North Wall. Dive Tech is the in- 
house dive operator with a shop on site. 
Both two-tank boat dives and shore dives 
are available. ™ 

For more information, call (800) 737- 
3483 or visit www.ultimatedivetravel.com. 






Only those who are properly trained 
or certified should use or operate 
life support equipment 












TORTOLA / BASKIN IN THE SUN 
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©2000, Submersible Systems, Inc 
Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy 
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Towering mounds of coralat. = 
Mushroom Forest. © | 
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My first trip to Curacao began in 1903. That year, Jan Willem Jacob Vander Linde 
Schotborgh, my great grandfather, took over Savonet, the largest plantation on 
Curacao. He died in 1951, and Savonet evolved into today’s 4,500-acre Christoffel 
National Park, with Mt. Christoffel, the tallest mountain on the island, in its borders. 








Born on Curacgao, my mother spent 
childhood vacations and holidays at her 
grandparents’ Savonet Jandhuis (land 
house or plantation house), until her 
father moved the family to Philadelphia in 
1945. I grew up hearing stories and 
watching home movies about Savonet. 
Pictures and paintings of Curacao sur- 
rounded me. All my life, Curacao has 
called me. Curacao’s in my blood. 


PAST & PRESENT 

Growing up, Id heard about 
Willemstad and its renowned European 
Dutch-style buildings along the water- 
front. It was everything I’d expected and 
then some. Among Willemstad’s noted 
features is the Queen Emma Bridge, 


which my mother and her —e 


sisters walked across 
almost daily. A swinging 
pontoon bridge dating back 
to 1888 and reconstructed 
in 1939, it’s still in opera- 
tion (for foot traffic only 
now). The bridge pivots 
entirely out of the way as 
ships pass to and from 
Santa Anna Bay, one of the 
world’s busiest harbors. 
Today, cars cross the span 
on the Queen Juliana 
Bridge, which rises 185 feet 


above the water and affords a spectacular 
view of Willemstad’s downtown area. 

Getting away from town, there’s still 
much to see. I visited the ruins of Fort 
Beekenburg (1703), with a spectacular 
view of the Spaanse Water (Spanish 
Water) Harbor and the east end of the 
island from its intact battle tower. 
Heading up, a nine-year-old girl dashed 
up the ladder ahead of me, asking me 
something in Dutch over her shoulder. 
With sudden insight, through her I saw 
my aunts and mother growing up in 
Curacao, and wished that I, too, had 
grown up in such a place. 


Naturally, I ventured out of 


Willemstad and visited Savonet. Besides 





The homestead, Savonet. 


my interest due to family reasons, 
Savonet sits at the entrance to Christoffel 
National Park and at the base of Mt. 
Christoffel, Curacao’s tallest mountain. I 
tried to picture my great grandmother 
cooking in the kitchen and my mother 
playing with her sisters on the stairs, just 
like Pd seen in photographs. But Savonet 
is falling down now, and it all seems to 
have been another place in another time. 

Mt. Christoffel, however, seems to 
have weathered the years quite well, 
and is an amazing site. You can climb it 
(it’s not a difficult climb), but if you’ve 
been diving, keep in mind that the peak 
is at 1,239 feet, which technically 
makes altitude a consideration. 


A DIFFERENT 
EXPERIENCE 

After four days in 
Willemstad, I headed out 
to Habitat Curacao. 
There, I discovered a 
delight for the hard core 
diver and those who 
want to get away from 
everything. 

Want to diver Take the 
morning or afternoon 
boat, or just grab a tank 
and jump in. Then hose 
down on the dock, stick 


SKIN DIVER NOVEMBER 2001 87 





Skin Diver * Curacao 


GETTING THERE: ALM and American Airlines provide service to Curacao. U.S. and Canadian citizens : 

need proof of citizenship and a round-trip airline ticket. ! Christoffel 
Mushroom Forest ® Nat'l Park 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round. Topside Climate: In the mid Sponge Forest 

80s°F most of the year. Curacao doesn't get much rain, and what it does get is primarily between October 

and February. Dress: Light, casual and tropical. If you go in for fine dining, ladies will want dresses and men 

will want jackets. Some casinos require jackets. Bathing suits are for the beach only. If visiting Christoffel Park | CURACAO 

or hiking anywhere inland, cactus and hot rock demand sturdy shoes and long pants. Water 

Temperature: Low to mid 80s°F year-round. Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 1.77 (Netherlands 

Antillean Guilder). USD easily accepted in resort areas. Major casinos primarily use USD. Major credit cards accepted almost 

everywhere. Save $20 U.S. for departure tax back to the U.S. or to Aruba. Departure tax is $10 between Curacao and the other 

Netherlands Antilles. Time Difference: Same as Eastern Standard Time. Curacao does not observe daylight-saving. 


Habitat Curacao 800 ee 

Plaza Curacao (800)766-6016 ext. 10 www.plazahotelcuracao.com 
° Sheraton Curacao (800) 992-2015 wwwcuracaosheraton.com ° 
Marriot Curacao (800) 223-6388 www.marriothotels.com/curmc * 
Lions Dive Hotel (866) LIONSDIVE www.lionsdive.com * Ocean 
Encounters (599) 9-461858 www.oceanencounters.com * Atlantis 
Watersports NV OI! (59) 99 465-8288 www.atlantisdiving.com 
* Sunset Waters Beach & Dive Resort (866) 5-SUNSET www.sun- 
setwaters.com * Joucan Diving/Plaza Hotel Curacao (800) 766- 
6016 www.plazahotelcuracao.com. 

RESOURCES: Curacao Board of Tourism (800) 445-8266 
www.curacao-tourism.com * Lonely Planet Guide to Curacao 
www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


your gear in your locker, and take in a bite 
at the restaurant. Relax a bit by the pool, 
or go diving again. 

In the hands of Dive Operations 


Manager Lex Kleine and his staff, I vis- 
ited several of Curacao’s top sights, 
beginning with the well-known Mush- 
room Forest. Mushroom Forest gets its 
name from a large patch of star coral 
heads shaped like, well, mushrooms. The 
site differs from the typical Curacao dive 
in that it has a gradual slope. 

Not far from Mushroom Forest lies 
Sponge Forest. I won’t insult your intel- 
ligence by telling you how it got its name; 
but the sponges here are huge, ranging 
up to six feet high and four feet across. 

We also dived an area of reef called 
Sint Marie. Here you can find the 
Witch’s Kitchen, characterized by sever- 
al large barrel sponges grouped together 
like a sorcerer’s cauldrons. At Sint Marie 
we didn’t go below 70 feet, but like most 
Curacao sites, there’s good coral and lots 
to see between about 30 feet and, well, 
deeper than you want to go. 

Vaersenbaai (Vaersen Bay) offers 
well-developed reefs, including Car 
Wrecks, an artificial reef developed by 
Chevy, Ford and several other auto 
manufacturers. A good dive to follow 
Car Wrecks is Slangenbaai, or Snake 
Bay, ironically named by local fisher- 


PHOTO (OPPOSITE PAGE,TOP TO BOTTOM): KARL SHREEVES; GREG JOHNSTON 








men, apparently due to the complete 
absence of snakes. Snake Bay has a 
notable sand shelf at about 20 to 25 feet 
with little growth (possibly explaining 
why snakes avoid the place), and then an 
abrupt slope/wall into oblivion. It fea- 
tures excellent soft corals and sponge 
patches in the 40- to 60-foot range. 
More westward, popular dive sites 
include Hell’s Corner, which is a steep 
shelf with pillar coral, and Black Coral 
Gardens, which has large brownish 
corals you'll see when you go over the 
drop off. Go all the way west to get to 
Wata Mula, which is the most north- 
westernly frequented dive site. Because 
it’s not as protected as other sites, you’ll 
often see different corals and fish. Rough 
water and current make this a site for 
experienced divers. Safely around the 


Hotel, | began my dives with Hans and 
sandy Ullrich, managing partners/owners 
of Ocean Encounters, with locations at 
Lions Dive Hotel as well as at Princess. 
Both locations offer boat diving, shore div- 
ing and are full-service dive centers that 
supply instruction, enriched air nitrox, 
gear—whatever you need for a dive trip 
centered in Willemstad. 

| also dived with Seascape Dive Shop at 
the Sheraton Curacao. Besides offering all 
the services of a full-line dive canter and 
operating two dive boats, Seascape is the largest 
full-range watersports facility on the island. 

Popular Curagao dive sites visited out of 
Willemstad include the coastal islet of Klein 
Curacao, Jug Boat (a smail, photogenic wreck 
in only 15 feet of water), OQostpunt (east 
point), Superior Producer and Waterplane, 
which is the cleverly named wreck of, you 
guessed it, a waterplane. 
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corner, Playa Kalki (a.k.a. Alice in 
Wonderland) and Playa Lagun are popu- 
lar boat dive sites; Playa Lagun is also a 
favorite spot among shore divers. 

I found several things in Curagao— 
great diving, shopping, rock climbing, 
off-roading, horseback riding, casinos 
and almost every popular watersport. I 

















found that Curacao offers a 
glimpse of history, and I 
found places for both those 
who want the pace of a city, 
or to escape from everything. 
And, amid all this, I found 
my past. 

Special thanks to ALM 
Airlines, Hans and Sandy 
Ulrich at Ocean Encounters, 
Evan and Ben Van Dalen of 
Seascape Dive Shop, and Lex 


; The coral-encrusted Siiperior Producer. 
Kleine of Habitat Curacao. : shea 
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Barbados oldest established dive Hightide Watersports offers the 


facility. 35 years of service. PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC certification courses 
& referrals. Reef, Wreck & drift 
dives. "Service is our Goal" "Safety 
is our Priority" 


Aquatic Gap ¢ St. Michael ¢ Barbados 

Tel: (246) 426-9947 « Toll Free: 1-888-898-3483 
Fax: (246) 426-2031 
http://www.divebds.com 

hardive@caribnet.net te Li. 


Call for a free catalog or to order 


our demonstration video. 


most personalized service in Barba- 
dos. Our 32' boat carries a maximum 
of 8 divers with 2 dive masters to 
over 24 dive sites. Reef, wreck, drift, 
night, buddy, and computer diving 
along with FREE transportation to 
and from your hotel are just a small 
part of what we have to offer. 


Toll Free: (800) 513-5763 
Fax: (246) 432-0931 
hightide@sunbeach.net 
www.divehightide.com 


“Fishers Diver Mag 1 and Proton 4 magnetometers give the best cost/performance 
ratio of any mags on the market today. They are the ultimate detectors for iron and 
steel targets with a 1,500 foot detection range for large targets.” 


Underwater 


% Diver-held ! Metal 


Depressor Wing Camera Detector 


fetal Detector 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA ¢ (800)822-4744 
¢ Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 ¢ email: jwfishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 








People love 
Bonaire and 
the Carib Inn. 


“With 55 vacation 
trips to Bonaire, 
I still enjoy all 
the spots.” 


Bruce Bowker’s 
CARIB INN 


P.O. Box 68 Bonaire, 
INeiatelalelare weal Lites 


Telephone (011) 599-717-8819 


Fax (011) 599-717-5295 
RESERVATIONS 
8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 


—Larry Levin 


rivet MasiatrekeXecraleilimeactiy 


Please visit our Web site at: 


— 


@ ai 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle 
out of finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 
800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best 
airfares, dive package deals, planning tips and lodging 
reviews that will make planning your Bonaire trip a 


breeze. You can even book your trip online at 
www.BonairePros.com 


info@bonairepros.com 
www.bonairepros.com 
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= lop to Bottom 


WHO SAID DIVING VACATIONS 
had to be all diving? Even those 
of us who were “born wet” 
need to check out the topside 
scenery. So, Anse Chastanet, a 
St. Lucia scuba hideaway, 
recently added seven miles of 
private mountain biking trails 
through thick tropical forests. 
There’s also a biking facility 
with no less than 50 Cannon- 
dale F800 suspension bikes. The resort 
is busy planning scuba/biking safaris 
for the near future, but in the mean- 
time you can kick off your fins and 
explore sans a guide. Don’t worry, you 
won’t get lost—it’s an island. 
Scuba/ biking packages can be booked 
through accredited scuba tour companies, 
or call Anse Chastanet’s dive reservation 


hotline (888) GO LUCIA. 


FREEFLO 
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IT’S TRUE YOU CAN’T GET ANYTHING 
for free, but it’s also true that some 
deals are a steal. Well, Hammerhead 
Press wants to make you a rea/ deal. 

If you currently own any book sold 
by Hammerhead Press, all you have to 
do is write up a paragraph or two on 
how the book has helped you “enjoy 
diving more.” And be honest, if it real- 
ly hasn’t had an earth-moving effect on 
you and your diving, write that, too. 
They want it all, the good and the bad. 
This is how they’re planning on stay- 
ing at the top of their league. 

Send them your review and your 
mugshot (in scuba gear, either under- 
water or topside). If your testimonial 
is used on Hammerhead’s website, 
you ll receive your choice of any book 
written by Steve Barsky (listed on 
Hammerhead’s_ website) free of 
charge. That’s it. 

Current titles include: Night Diving, 
Underwater Navigation, Diving in 
Limited Visihthty, Spearfishing for Skin 
and Scuba Divers, The Simple Guide to 
Rebreather Diving, The Simple Guide to 
Snorkeling Fun, Dry Suit Diving, 
Diving in High-Risk Environments, 
California Lobster Diving and many 
more. 

For complete details, call (805) 569- 


2143 or visit www. hammerheadpress.com. 
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Underwater Photography & Art Festival 
April 27-May 4, 2002 ‘WYylaANe, 


Sponsored by oes ; i 
UnvViver scopy G.eowz 


Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
and competing to capture the best underwater images 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, 


Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and more 
Call today 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet for your special 
Special Manta Ray Night Dives hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) tei 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@BigIsle.net 
Guest appearance from Wyland 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


www.skin-diver.com 
Art Contest (with local Schools) 


Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


VIP and Sponsored events and Receptions 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, 
Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


SPpOnsSOrs: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, 
Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
Kodak, Oceanic,Royal Kona Resort 

and Kona Village Resort 
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Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 


1k BECOME A 
*k PADI 


INSTRUCTOR 





RECENTLY, PIERCE BROSNAN, 
James Taylor and Skin Diver 
Environmental Editor Jean- 
Michel Cousteau joined forces to 
rally against the Navy’s proposed 
government funding for LFA 
(Low-Frequency Active) Sonar. 
In a letter, the trio wrote: 
“The military has been testing 
this new, high-powered system 
[LFA] in secret for years. Now, 
the Navy wants to deploy it 
across 80 percent of our planet’s 


FREEFLOW 


k t 
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EASE graduates s peak out: oceans.... LFA noise is billions of times 

e “| had a great experience at EASE and would not hesitate to sh Cs taath 

send any of my students there.” shirt 

—Jennifer Goff (New York) ee 

e “Il would recommend EASE to anyone wanting a personalized and Falter 
teamwork-based IDC.” Sieh 

— Shane Partin (Grand Cayman) known to 

e “The course is intense, yet... each student is mentored, tutored, disturb 

monitored and encouraged throughout the IDC.” whale 

—Meta Boyd (Maryland) migra- 


International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available Or and Comin esa Whales and 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC For INTL call 561-562-8338 dolphins depend on their sensitive hear- 
ing for survival. To put it simply, a deaf 
whale is a dead whale.... Imagine an 
acoustic wave so powerful that, even at 
substantial distances, it can destroy your 
hearing, cause your lungs or ears to 
hemorrhage, or even kill you.” 

The predicted damage of the LFA has 
been proven in a recent military exercise, 
testing tech- 
nology simi- 
lar to LFA in 
the northern 
Bahamas. 
Apparently, 
“four differ- 
ent species of 
whales 
stranded 
themselves 
and died.... 
All but one 
examined by researchers had suffered 
hemorrhaging around the inner ear—the 
telltale sign of acoustic trauma.” 

If you would like to help, go to 
www.nrdcaction.org/index.asp’step=2& 
item=518. The Natural Resources 
Defense Council and Ocean Futures 
Society have set up this web page to sim- 
plify sending electronic messages of 
protest to U.S. senators and representa- 
tives. Congress is now deciding the 
Navy’s funding for the next year. 


416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 bs 4 0 0 - y fe y J = G 6 4 5S 
E-mail: EASE@deepsix.com 
WEB page: http://www.deepsix.com FAX 561-562-3028 
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e Pre-dive leakage indicator 
{[GOALI system] that removes the 










Check out these great gift Cp ee Noes | worry of flooding forever 
. sp e External on/off switch 
enthusiast, ant your : Beautiful treasure jewelry cast from Be oe olan, 5 
marine-loving friends. | the Pure Silver Bars of the e Accepts add-on lenses 
1622 Spanish Galleon e Removable land camera to record 
Nuestra Senora De Atocha! all your topside memories 
atest Silver with 14KT Gold Overlay. Shown actual e Digital display frame count & 
ChronoServ/| | size. Certificate of Authenticity Included. battery status indicator 
HO Watches | | Lifetime Satisfaction Guarantee. e Over-sized viewfinder for easy use. 


oe | ORDER TODAY : One-year 
Repair Center|] | 1-800-621-2440 | BTC AEE) 


Resort Graphics, Inc. 


Sales of the 447 Carson Ave., Atlantic City NJ 08401 
sot | OE Phone 609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 
HO SWISS oS e-mail: treasurejewelry @aol.com 
Dive Watches VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC CREDIT CARDS 
ate OTR ET Add $6.00 S&H. 14 Day (US) Delivery. 
203-899-1983 2-4 Day (US) Rush $10.00 
chronoserv@ snet.net F Regular Canadian Delivery $10.00 - Other Countries $45.00. 


www. h2Zowatches.com ; NJ Res Add 6% sales tax. Orders paid by check held 10 days 
. . ee CALL FOR FREE TREASURE CATALOG 












THE DEEPEST PRO 
DIVE WATCH . Ceolaniiae 
IN THE Wor.p! | fee 


Month: 









Stainless { , i ; Titanium 
Steel 


Composite 
Rubber 


The “Oil-Filled” Diver 
me | Whale Tales 


Rated to 12,000m/39,600ft for 
extreme watersports! f 
rom the 
M. BOZORG 
mbny@webtv.net ini 
646-602-1865 ~ 9-5 p.m. e.s.t. Dominican 
888-800-9377 


Contact: Michel or Enzo | Republic 
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Accommodations, hotel transfer, 
5 days of diving and hotel taxes. 


from 
5499 pp, dbi occ. 


For reservations and information contact: 
Caribbean Adventures Dive Travel 


1.800.433.DIVE 
tropica@worliddive.com 
www.tropicavacation.com 


a a i Other packages rates and round trip 


ie 


.. worlddive.com 








The Turks Head Hotel is a beautifully restored 
fdacUitutelar tm Or Valsisrct lem lilsmiiaercigccs melee: Mey Same! a) 
the West Coast of the unspoiled island of 
Grand Turk. All eight of the Hotel's en-suite 
Bedrooms have been tastefully refurbished 
with genuine antiques. Many of the rooms 
have a private balcony with a sea view 

or a private garden patio and all Bedrooms 
feature air-conditioning. The Hotel also 
features a beautiful walled Caribbean 

garden restaurant. 


Packages from: 


$8 5 Gop, dbl occ. 


Waleed si wes Colelslaalaarerertatelate 
4 days of diving. 





For reservations and information contact: 
- Ae Caribbean Adventures Dive Travel 
..worlddive.com 1.800.513.5825 


| seaeye@worlddive.com 
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The has joined forces with 

Grand Cayman's finest dive operator 

The ‘2001 Scuba Odyssey’ package includes: 

e Brand. 

© Custom boats offering | with luxury service 

e A FREE night dive 

e FREE afternoon boat dives Grand Cayman 

e FREE sunset sail and great discounts. 

Spoil yourself with Red Sail Sports. 

Prices from $435pp/dbl occ. for three night stay. red sail sports. 


cud Tel: (877) 462-3567 | 
O E-mail: redsail@candw.ky 
6) Web: www.redsailcayman.com 


Fdaen 
Rock 
Divine 
CLentTter 


7 Nights hotel accommodation Grand cave 
with 6 days of diving from Summer 2002 Specials 


Combining the best in shore 
$633.00 and boat diving 


double occupancy. 


Ask about our specials including = Contact Eden Rock Diving Center at 
Open Water Referral Dives, E-mail: edenrock@candw.ky for more 
pepe Cee ee ee information or visit our web site 


and Advanced Courses. i 
Aneta Obie es www.Edenrockdive.com 
Se oe uceai el oe Tel: 345-949-7243 
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Brac Reef Beach Resort 
www.bracreef.com 
800-327-3835, 727-323-8727 


Brac Caribbean Beach Village 
www.brac-caribbean.com 
800-791-7911, 345-948-2265 


Carib Sands Beach Resort 
www.caribsands.com 
345-948-1121 


Cayman Airways 


Wwww.Caymanairways.com 
800-G-CAYMAN, 345-949-2311 
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Conch Club Condos/Divers 
www.conchclub.com 
800-327-3835, 727-323-8727 


Divi Dive & Photo Tiara 

at Divi Tiara Beach Resort 
www.diviresorts.com 
800-367-3484, 305-451-1130 


island Air 
www.islandaircayman.com, 
345-949-5252 


Little Cayman Beach Resort 
www littlecayman.com 
800-327-3835, 727-323-8727 


Two Small, Secluded 
Islands For A Price 
That’ S Unbelievable. 


Believe It. 


Be 


~ Whether it's spectacular world-class diving, 
| or just relaxing in a serene, remote resort — 
hoon The Sister Islands of Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman offer you a variety of full-service 
Options. From dive expeditions and lodging, 


to air travel and restaurants. We're committed 


to making sure that you experience the best 
all-around vacation. You can have it all - 
believe it! 


*Call the participating members for 
information on accommodations and travel. 


CQSITA TTnDs # 


LITTLE CAYMAN Grand Cayman + Cayman Brac + Litthe Cayman 


ne www.caymanisiands.ky 


a 


Aggressor Fleet 
Wwww.aggressor.com 
800-348-2628, 985-385-2628 


Paradise Villas/Divers 
Www. paradisevillas.com 
877-3-CAYMAN, 345-948-0001 


McCoy's Lodge 
www.mccoyslodge.com.ky 
800-626-0496 


Southern Cross Club 
www.southerncrossclub.com 
800-899-2582, 619-563-0017 
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Information and Reservations: 
1-800-G-CAYMAN 


With your first step into : | 
our 737-200 jet, you'll hegin x: Les f 
to experience the beauty and =: 
warmth of the Cayman Islands. 

As the national flag carrier, 

Cayman Airways offers convenient 

schedules from four U.S. gateways: 

Houston, Tampa, Orlando and 

Miami to Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac. 


www.caymanairways.com 


Se siens Gymail Airways. — i : 
ARO ee = _ : Ee 


Dive personally with a Capt. Don Foster owned and 
=! operated company. At Cayman Diver Lid. we offer 
See] personalized service for beginner and advanced divers. 
a | We specialize in 3-tank dive trips that indude continental 

breakfast and a hot lunch as well as 2 tank dives, 

hight dives, instruction and snorkel trips to the world 

famous Stingray Gty. We offer customized private dive 

charters. Our dive shop is located at the 

Grand Caymanian Resort. 


For information and 


reservations 
call 345-946-4386 


Pee E-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 
edhe Vel: wuw.caymandiver.icy 


ae » 
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Discount airfare for groups and individuals. 


Personalized customer service from divers 
who are travel pros. 


Liveaboards and land-based resorts 
personally inspected. 


ARC/IATAN appointed, full-service agency. 
Fully bonded and insured. atl/, 
Member in good standing: DEMA, ASTA, PADI. faye! 


Baja ¢ Loreto ¢ La Paz * Cabo Pulmo ® Socorro Islands 14859 es Drive * Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 1 


(ST#2052636-50 
Belize ¢ Lighthouse Reef ¢ Turneffe Atoll ¢ Costa Rica 


Cocoeiistand * Hotta: 9 Roatan 800/659-5800 or 916/354-1942 | 


Utila © Cayos Cochinos ¢ Guanaja * Cozumel fax 916/354-8729 
Galapagos * Panama ® Bocas del Toro email: info@outpostravel.com 


www .outpostravel.com ae 


At the world-famous Cathy Church’s 
Underwater Photo Centre & Gallery. 

Visit our gallery featuring affordable, 
breathtaking underwater photography. 

Try underwater photography with our 
half-day, weeklong and private U/W photo 
classes including NEW digital classes and 
snorkeling classes designed for families. We 
have the largest camera rental and sales depart- 
ment in the Caribbean including Nikonos 
repair. Create instant enlargements 

from any print, slide or CD with 

our Kodak Picture Maker. 


At the Sunset House Hotel Grand Cayman, 
Cayman Islands 


www.cathychurch.com/tg 
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| BON VOYAGE TOURS, INC.—Dive the Red ea 

- 9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
_ airport within the US. 

Deluxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 

| Tour to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 


8 guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 


| 1-888-322-3883 
- Promo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 


Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra’s Palace) 


www.bilikiki.com 
www. infobilikiki.com . Bililatc 
Cruises Ltd. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 © Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.be.ca 


345- 949-7415 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


Pa “Let's Get Wet’ 
_ Manatee Tours 






i Bre ohh 





WANT DIVING DIVERSITY? 
Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 
We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 
walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, 
shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 

_ specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, 

and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island, Bahamas 






Please call, 
323-/82-276 


RENE NER M SORE EEE IE SERS es ates 
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slamorada Special Keys 


' Call for vacation packages with lodging. Package includes 20% 
: Discount on our dive ~ 


Learn to Dive rips, boat/air on 4 e 
in 2 Days remises, plus free use 


Includes lodging & dive certification jae aiwsetly a tae 


$299 99 ‘ water with famous 
| e — pp/dbl. occ. lorida Key’s sunset. 
: 800-291 -DIVE vy Quiet family atmosphere. 
821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 5 ae * 00-870-1 7712 


ADI 5-STAR STORE 
ll referrals welcome www.lookoutlodge.com 


ww.americanprodiving.com 
_ E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com 







Dive Galapagos wi 





Shark-infested Channels, 
Caves, 
Freshwater Lakes... 


PALAU 


HAS IT ALL! 







Our on-line video 
“Shark-Mecca of 
fhe World’ will 

amaze you! 








FLEET 


“ The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® 


A Full Service Travel Agency 
P 4 as fol Ba (-1cMemisicm ems ie s\0— Ge lslelele, 


www.aggressor.com 
Ph: 985-385-2628 » Fax: 985-384-0817 : PO. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 + E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.co 


Rates $718 for 6 months or $1110 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 
iFM ey-Val aele-limelmiailx-lear-lacelar-]mantelat-\a amen emielaleh MAK Relm\UI-hic-ice-1c0m-(ee-]0)-10 8 
ojal e-Lamm Vs UtelaMdlltlaaksem seaanrell Pm uilit-laanCuclaar-] OlUky- meve]an ke) mer-] |b @ 40) ks) 27a a koe) i-bee 20) ke) ara Pa 


Vv 


ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 
info@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES from $695 3 nights/2 days in cages near 
Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs available. 
dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 


WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 

Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-7321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 


Vv 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 
Dockyard, Box 184, St. lohn’s Antiqua. www.dockyard-divers.com 
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PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA _info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 
$150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. 


Vv 

ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris, Fax:(617)4051-9955 prodive@intemetnorth.com 
SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 
www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Takall. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 
takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 


Vv 
EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 


tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; www.smallhope.com 


www. redsail.com 
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VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports. 


Vv 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542; Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.|. 
x-sub@caribsurf.com www. skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/888- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 
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BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER 
Spectacular atolls, barrier reef plus great blue hole! 
Dive/hotel packages, budget to luxury, group rates. 
Overnight trips, U/W cameras, jungle/ ruins/ cave tubing. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 
Come join the experience of family and friends that has retumed again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; www.bluemarliniodge.com 
HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 
info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2-tank dives 
to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom.fine dining, adv galore 
info@robertsgrove.com. (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www.scubabelize.com 
BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. 
Discount airfare. Free color catalog. 
www.magnumbelize.com. —_—s_ info@maqnumbelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southem most atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 

(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 
RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, 
marina, 2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available 
rdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 
ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 
(501)21-2121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; | www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. www. tflats.com 


dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 

A true divers paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 

a beautiful 12-acre private island. 
www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int’! 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www. ietravel.com 
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BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages 
available for every budget! 

info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com__ www.habourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAYHOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & diving. www. bonaire.ora/happy-holiday 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com www.gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N.A.; 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com_ 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 

Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 

Trimaran. 284) 494-2490; 
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ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/Cayman Brac = (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 
2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 








__www.touchthesea.com. 








www.bvidiving.com 








BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Nowat the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beauti- 
ful sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky 





www.caribsands.com 











CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snki/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN BREAKERS, CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. 





Pool shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available 
email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 
CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLECAYMAN § (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. 
DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345) 945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn 
Resorts-Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value- 
priced dive pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 
experience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! _ 
OCEAN FRONTIERS - EASTEND-GRAND CAYMAN = (800) 544-6576 
Cayman’s #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & 1- 
tank dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive 
& watersport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB- LITTLECAYMAN (800) 899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 
best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 
THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 



































VWCOSTA RICA 


EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 
COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwa- 
ter frontiers...Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 


info@adventureexprescom _ www.adventureexpress.com 


VWCUBA 


SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, both land 
based and liveaboard. All programs conform to government 
regulations. email: info@scubacan.com www.scubacan.com 


VWDOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.0o-markt.de/scubafun 

TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 
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WFIJI ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS www.beqadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU/MANTANA RESORT (800) 525-3833 

FIJI’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, 
& a beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call 
Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. www.landfallproductions.com 

NAI’A CRUISES Fill (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 


Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.fj Wwww.naia.com.fj 


VWGALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; | www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive pack- 
ages and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving —PADI, 
NAUI courses and referrals. (954) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount 
airfares, & Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & 


Adventure Travel. www. landfallproductions.com 


WHAWATI 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, Hl 96753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
robinson@maui.net Visit our website: www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
intros-photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 

dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 

SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com www. kauaiscubadiving.com 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat 
dives. 























VW HONDURAS — BAY ISLANDS 


LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, 1 night dive and more $440 p/p 
Wwww.lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 








CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per 
person DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing 
avail. www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB -4 STAR HOTEL (011) 504.455 5407 
with PADI International Resort Center. Most famous Dive 
sites within 10 minutes. 20% discount on direct bookings. 
www.roatanyachtclub.com _reservat@roatanyachtclub.com 


DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361-753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea Il): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. June through December 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
KARARU DIVE VOYAGES WWW.KARARU.COM (800) 886-7321 
Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join 
us in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 
email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 
KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 
info@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpreess.com 











WIAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 
webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 
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#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI . . . Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 
M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost sanity? Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 
www. manthiri.com 


VWMEAITCO 


VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 25 
PADI 5x, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi dive dis- 
counts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 info@val- 
larta-adventures.com 


VV MEATCO 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 

play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 


www.vallarta-adventures.com 



















































































DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS DIVERS’ 


overseas divers: 
directory 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 
Air/land packages. www.outpostravel.com 
RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours in Baja. 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com iH 
SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 

best service. 
(521) 122-7423 














www.scubaja.com 





Vv 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages _www.bluebubble.com 

COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA (800) 327-2254 
Dive ¢ Snorkel ¢ Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 

Mini-haciendas—1100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA98109. —dive@divetropical.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 
dive shop, best snorkeling.  clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
Fax: (529) 872-5877 www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW’98 ~—s (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
10 min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 


Dive &eep rental pkgs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 














Vv 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet 
of Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 
info@ adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 








Vv 


OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 
Experienced, personalized service. _www.outpostravel.com 








Vv 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 


Vv 


DIVE SAFARIS .(599) 5429-001; Fax: (599) 5428-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris; www.thescubashop.net 





ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 

5,7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 

per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 

diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
BOMATU DIVING COMPANY www.bomatu.com 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 
small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & SERICA. 
PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 

PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 





Vv) 
AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5x diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. _info@aqua-sport.com 








OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 


Vv 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEANROVER’ LIVEABOARD (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. info@fantasea. 
net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; vwww.ocean-rover.com 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcdivers.com 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAU! Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE BY AQUASPORTS (888) 996-2782 
A115 ft. luxury live-aboard cruise in Thailand, Burma and 
Andaman islands. Comfortable, friendly crew, superb Thai 
hospitality. aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 
DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 

Fax: (667) 628-4033; info@diveasia.com; _www.diveasia.com 











GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp. __ dive@divetropical.com —_ www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 
Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 


Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


Vv 


SABA'S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 
comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 
www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com _ 











DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net www.phuketdive.net 


Vv 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 info@sailtao.com www.sailtao.com 








SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 

Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, EI Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 
Two 38’ boats; no crowds orcompromise — www.seasaba.com 





Vv 


INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
Galapagos air/land packages available. 

divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 


Vv 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
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CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net _ www.cbw-stiohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net = www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. _ 














___www.divelowkey.com 














The Comet Costume 


BY DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT 


EVER WONDER ABOUT ALL THOSE STRIPES, CIRCLES 
and funky designs you see on tropical fish? And what 
they’re all for? The elusive Comet is a perfect example 
of functional fish fashion. The entire fish, including 
the fins, is covered with iridescent blue and bright 
white polka dots, except for one big dark spot, or ocel- 
lus, encircled by a blue ring with a flash of yellow. The 
Comet’s round shape and unending glimmer of dots 
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makes it hard to tell the head from the tail end, and 
that’s exactly what nature intended. 

What makes the Comet so special is not just its pat- 
tern, but its extra large fins that give it a smoothness of 
movement. Its only defense 
from predators lies in the 
all-over patterning. The 
ocellus, or false eyespot, is 
near the tail and serves two 
purposes. First, it draws a 
predator’s attention to the 
false eye instead of the less 
conspicuous real eye, mak- 


WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 


Look for Comets 


hovering near reef 
crevices or under 
overhangs in the 
Indo-Pacific. 





ing it hard for the hunter to tell if its prey is coming or 
going. Asa result, the Comet gets a critical split second 
to escape unharmed or with only a bit of tail damage. 
The second purpose involves a bit of mimicry. When 
the Comet senses danger, it ducks headfirst into a near- 
by crevice, leaving its backside exposed. Then it 
manipulates its fins so that, when combined with the 
false eyespot, creates the illusion of a Spotted Moray 





The Comet (Ca/loplesiops 
altivelis) is a master of 
deception and survival. 


[The Comet’s] 


only defense lies 


Eel, an aggressive predator that 
is less likely to be preyed upon. 

During the day, Comets stay 
back along the wall, venturing 
out only in darkness to feed on 
small fish and crustaceans. If the 
Comet doesn’t immediately hide, check the reef wall or 
roof for an eggmass. The male tends the eggs until 
they hatch after a few days. 

I saw my first one for only a second or two in the 
Maldives years ago. There have been subsequent sight- 
ings in Indonesia, and I’m still as thrilled when I find 
one now as I was then. 


patterning. 


SKIN DIVER NOVEMBER 2001 


in the all-over 

































103 
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AS A LIFEGUARD FOR LOS ANGELES 
County in the 1950s, Bev Morgan 
was a part of “Baywatch” decades 
before it became fashionable to 
wear red swim trunks and patrol the 
Southern California waters. As 
a lifeguard, he helped to start the 
diver training and safety program 
offered by L.A. County back 
in 1954. 

Bev also helped create the pop- 
ular Dive N’ Surf shop in Redondo 
Beach, CA. Through the store, he 
provided underwater technical 
support and equipment for numer- 
ous Hollywood productions, 


including “Sea Hunt.” 





After selling Dive N’ Surf 
and undertaking a successful 
career as an underwater pho- 
tographer and feature writer 
for Skin Diver and SURFER 
magazines, Bev began creating 
technical diving equipment. 
This eventually led to the for- 
mation of Diving Systems 
International, his current com- 
pany in Santa Barbara, CA. Bev, 
and his former partner Bob 
Kirby, have designed more than 
30 different diving helmets for 
commercial, technical and recre- 
ational diving. One of Bev’s most 
intriguing designs was the full-face 
mask helmet he designed for the 
cast of the film, Sphere. The hel- 
mets, worn by Sharon Stone and 
Dustin Hoffman, allowed produc- 
ers and the audience to see the 
actors faces during filming. This 
was a huge step in underwater 
filmmaking. 

Bev was inducted in the DEMA 
Hall of Fame in 1996, and has twice 
been awarded the NOGI Award 
from the Academy of Underwater 
Arts and Sciences. “* 


DAVE PARKER HAS BEEN AN AVID DIVER FOR 
more than 40 years. A practical man who 
‘looks for ways to improve and enhance the 

diving experi- 
ence, Dave is 
also an innova- 
tor. During 
many of his 
dives, Dave 
would say to 
himself, “If I 
need this, it’s 


likely that 
someone else 
will, — also.” 


And with that 
spirit, Pelican 
Products was 
born. 

Based in 
Southern California under Dave’s direction, 
Pelican has been responsible for a number of 
diving innovations, including diving floats, 
which he initially built out of his garage and 
sold via mail order. Soon it became obvious 
that the demand for the product was growing 
to a point where expansion was necessary. 
Together with his friend and partner Jerry 
Linehan, Pelican has grown into a multi- 
product company operating around the world. 

From the first float, the company’s product 
line has expanded to include a complete line 
of waterproof flashlights, equipment cases 
and other accessories. It’s likely that many of 
the products were born from Dave’s own div- 
ing experiences as he continues to be an 
active part of the Pelican operation. * 


FROM THE TIME BoB AND BILL MEISTRELL BUILT THEIR OWN “DEEP SEA DIVING” 
helmet in their backyard at age 14, these identical twins have loved the ocean. And the 
voung adventurers tried a number of ways to keep themselves warm in the chilly 
Southern California waters. It was likely by accident that they discovered a crude insu- 
lation material on the back of a refrigerator called neoprene. 

Bob and Bill bought the famous Dive N’ Surf operation from their friend Bev Morgan 
in the 1950s. Sales of their “wetsuits” steadily increased, then known by the brand name 
“"Thermocline,” and attracted a lot of consumer attention. But the Meistrells thought 
they could come up with a better name for the wetsuit. Someone said, “It fits like a 


glove.” From there, Body Glove was born and the rest is marketing history. 


Today, Body Glove is one of the most recognizable and profitable companies in the world. 
Bob and Bill oversaw the growth of Dive N’ Surf and Body Glove before turning the opera- 
tion over to their children, and have become well-known icons in the recreational industry. 
Inducted into the Diving Hall of Fame and the Pioneers of Surfing Group, they show no 
signs of slowing down and continue to dive AND surf whenever they can find the time. ™™ 
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from most major 
drysuit manufactur- 
ers) that you receive 
some training in dry- 
suit usage before 
venturing out on 
your own. 

And let’s throw in 
the caveat here: This 
article is intended to 
give you an idea of 
what you’ll do in this 
training, but is NOT 
meant to supplant 
the training itself. 
Some stores. will 
include the drysuit 
training with the 
purchase price of the 
suit. Others will charge you 
extra for it. In either case, it’s 
valuable to have the training, 
because there are problems 
that are unique to drysuits. 

One of the biggest prob- 
lems, and the one that has the 
most potential to cause a seri- 
ous accident, is the possibility 


JNINIVEL 





Wet on the outside; dry, warm and 
happy on the inside. 


of an uncontrolled inverted 
(feet first) ascent. This can 
happen when your feet get 
higher than your head, and 
you start ascending without 
| : ° © realizing it. Before you know 
N | | p 7 Pe >) it, you’re being pulled toward 
‘ae the surface by your heels. Not 


© 
a good thing. 
OW O Ive ry BY KEN Kurtis So, probably the most important 


technique you'll learn in drysuit train- 
I QUITE CLEARLY REMEMBER THE _ as the water pressure collapsed the suit ing is how to get yourself upright in 
first time I put on a drysuit and around my body. order to vent the air from the suit. 
waded into the ocean. Aside from feel- It wasn’t actually that difficult, but Since most drysuits have only one 
ing that the seals 


(which couldn’t be It wasn't actually that difficult, but it was different. And that’s why it’s a 
trimmed because it ’ ; , 
good idea (and actually a requirement from most of the major drysuit 


was a loaner suit from 
1 manufacturer) were manufacturers) that you receive some training in drysuit usage before 
cutting off the blood- 

flow to my hands and venturing out on your Own. 

giving my _ carotid 

artery a good workout, I remember it was different. And that’s why it’s a exhaust valve, usually located around 
feeling like I was inside a giant baggie good idea (and actually a requirement _ the shoulder or upper forearm (Apollo 
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suits have an additional exhaust valve 
on each of the ankles, which is 
designed to help prevent inverted 
ascents), learning to right yourself is a 
key skill. 

In fact, just developing a different 
sense of awareness while wearing a 
drysuit is important. You'll need to 
develop an awareness of where you are 
relative to the bottom or reef, and 
where your dump valve/vent is in 
relation to your body position. You'll 
also need to develop a habit of rolling 
your body so the exhaust valve is the 
highest point on the suit, which will 
allow you to dump air. 

Another factor involves keeping air 
inside the drysuit. You need some to 
offset suit squeeze and for insulation. 
But you'll also need to decide and 
learn how much you’ll use your dry- 
suit as a BC instead of your normal BC 
(which still should be worn). Some of 
the drysuit manufacturers recommend 
using the drysuit as both insulation 
and BC, and only use your standard 
BC for surface floatation. 

Others recommend you keep out 
enough air in your drysuit to offset 
squeeze and add insulation, but still 
use your regular BC to control buoy- 
ancy changes during the dive. The 
thought is that since you can generally 
dump air more quickly from a BC than 
a drysuit, it’s an added safety measure 
during an emergency. And since you 
keep less air inside the drysuit, an 
inverted ascent is less likely to occur in 
the first place. 


...once you get yourself up to speed, | 
think you'll find drysuit diving to be an 
amazingly refreshing way to dive in waters 
that previously had left you cold at the 
end of the day. 


Another important skill you'll learn 
is the proper care of the suit, especial- 
ly the zippers and seals. Drysuits can 
be finicky creatures and a snagged or 
torn zipper can result in a repair that 
can easily cost hundreds of dollars. So 
it behooves you to pay close attention 
to the little details. 

You'll also learn to deal with your 
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SHELL vs. NEOPRENE 


Which way to go? It’s an age-old dilemma. 
Shell suits are quicker-drying and lighter 
weight, but you will need to wear an added 
thermal layer to stay warm. Neoprene suits 
are heavier and stay wetter, but are warmer, 
and more flexible. You'll find proponents for 
each—try renting one of each to see which 
type you are more comfortable wearing. 


seals. Since the goal is to keep all water 
out of the suit, the seals need to be tight 
enough to be waterproof, but not so 
tight that they’re uncomfortable. And, 
unfortunately, if you trim the seal too 
much (make it too lose), you'll flood the 
suit and also have to replace the seal (a 
semi-expensive repair). 

Speaking of floods—that’s another 
area you'll learn to deal with. Drysuit 
flooding can be 
either full or partial 


and can result from 
a torn seal, a seal 
that has a fold in it, 
a leak in a valve ora 
tear in the actual 
fabric of the suit. 
Developing an 
awareness of wet- 
ness inside the suit 


(I know it sounds weird, but it’s not as 
easy to tell if you’re flooded as you’d 
think) and knowing how to deal with 
it—continue the dive or abort—can 
make a big difference in whether the 
flood is merely an inconvenience or 
more problematic. 

(Sidenote: For those who—like 
me—simply wear a T-shirt and shorts 
under their suit, bring a full change of 
clothes, including socks and under- 
wear, so that if you do have a flood, 
you’ve got dry clothes to wear for the 
rest of the day.) 

You'll also learn how to eliminate 
trapped air from the suit (so you’re not 
adding too much weight), how to adjust 
your weights for the added buoyancy 
on the drysuit, how to deal with the 
somewhat-restricted movement you 
may have compared to a wetsuit, and 
how to care for your suit post-dive. 

For those of us who dive in cold or 
semi-cold waters (or who are just 
warm-water wussies), a drysuit spells 
the difference between tolerating a day 
of diving and enjoying that same day 
to its fullest. But it’s important to 
remember that, as with any new piece 
of equipment, some training is 
required, and a learning curve needs to 
be factored in. But once you get your- 
self up to speed, I think you’ll find 
drysuit diving to be an amazingly 
refreshing way to dive in waters that 
previously had left you cold at the end 
of the day. 


A drysuit instructor and his students discuss the success of 
their first drysuit dives. 
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INTERNET DIRECTORY 


Vv DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http:/Awww.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


Vv DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 

http://www. leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 

e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 


DIVERS DIRECT 
http://(www.diversdirect.com 
e-mail: experts@diversdirect 


DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 
e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 


PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 


SUUNTO 
http://www.suuntofi.com 
e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


Vv GUIDES /PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 


HOMO DELPHINUS 
The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 


SCUBAMEX, S.C. 


http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


Vv MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 
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RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS& 
SALES 
gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


Vv PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 

e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 


e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 

CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 
LERIES http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 


http://www.casesbypelican.com 

e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www. nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http:/Avww. pioneer-research.convsealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 


http:/Awww.uwphoto.com 
e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


Vv TFECHNICAL 


DIVE INC. 
http:/Avww.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


Vv TRADE SHOWS 
OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 


http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


V TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 


DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlIm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.halisdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Vv TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 
ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 


AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www.beaconharbor.com 

e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 

http://www. bonbinidivers.com 

e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www. brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky/. 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 

e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 

DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 

e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 

e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 


FIJI] ESCAPES TRAVEL 
http://www.fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://Awww.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 

HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://Awww.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 

INDIES SUITESANDIES DIVER 

e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 

e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND 
RESORT 

http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 

http://www. lajollacove.com 

e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 


LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 
e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 


LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 

e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http:/Awww.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 

e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 


REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 
RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 
e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 


SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 
SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 





SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm Th > S eC ret We: 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 


http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 
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V TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL yfelthea Disclosed mM 


http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 

CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 

http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com Next Issue 

DIVE DISCOVERY 

http://www.divediscovery.com 

e-mail: info@divediscovery.com S| INT: IT’S IN BIO MANINIe@eN 
DIVE TOURS ( t y 
http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 

LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

http://www.landfallproductions.com 

e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 

e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 

TROPICAL ADVENTURES 

http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
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BACKPACK 


SPrun 
the hottest 
apparel! 


e Skin Diver Backpack 

e Long/Short Sleeve Team 
Skin Diver Shirts 

e Flexfit Baseball Caps with 
either Skin Diver logo or our 
exclusive 50th anniversary 
logo 

e The ultimate in Board Shorts 
for him/her 

e Available in various colors 







SHORT SLEEVE 50th ANNIV. SHIRT 








BOARD SHORTS 





LONG SLEEVE TEAM. 


CALL NOW OR VISIT OUR SKIN DIVER SHIRT 


WEBSITE TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 
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www.skindi vergear.com | 
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Best dive destination 
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est Palm Beach] 
Deerfield Beach | 
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lorida City . 


_mKey Largo 
& Key. West in 2002 
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Call NOW for Hours & Directions 
-800-DIVE-USA 
for Maps 
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At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will ; fal aw . at ee FT 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every — 3 MA) id MeN A oo 8 ee fle (finan | I | ee Wd” [Bleen Ne 
item we sell. Here’s how it works. Find any a ean Be al a a eno 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in . oahu saa siren eure ’ ce ee ee “So 

the country that can be verified and we will Fagg oS N/m Via Do me el lel) le 
beat that price by an additional 5% | nl | » e / fee >» vo e : 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 
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ARMATO’S 
1-800-520-5012 


YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RESOURCE 


IT NaviGaTorR 900 
Allows the LCD 
screen to be 


opened 
>, underwater 
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SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 








SkinDiver marketplace 
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For Sony PC-110 For the Sony DCR PC 110 
works with flipout screen Low Package Price with Camera 


_ Sa" SONY DCRVX 2000 
y/ gam 6°” SONY DSRPDI50 


> stock 


cia (hy are 
CE, Sin Ba Se 


Low Package Special Package 
Price For <4 nt Price With 


Housing and | ae Sony 
Camera. DCRJRV 
Call Today! & 130 
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1-800-520-5012 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. — 
Glendale, NY 11385 | ae 
7V 






Loe 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 Ly) 
closed Sat & Sun WE F ) 
http://www.armatos.com 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 









© SD/AD 0108 












Become a PADI Instructor Call for our FREE COLOR CATALOG 


4 x Na Palm Bch. ,FL Atlanta, GA 


877-348-3972 770939348 + TOLL FREE 1-800-999-DIVE(3483} 


Free Job Placement! 





) _Aumericea". Ss ‘Di wirne - " iteaact c warters : 


World’s Largest Diving ieidas 


Divers Supply has been in business for over 23 years, has 8 
full service dive centers and a world wide mail order centage 


We Carry Over 100 Different Vendofs 


Exclusivley from Divers Supply 


Quality Gear 








store or Mail-Order 


ree Color Catalog or Visit our Web Site 
999-DIVE (3483) or www.divers-supply.com 


ave 171 shir wi our Sarin below 


Beet Locations: 
800-999-3483 
770-419-1976 
770-939-3483 
704-525-0045 
904-646-3828 


0 . inesville, 352-332-4141 

i P 0 7 | 813-885-1717 

; | 7 561-848-1883 

Over 4 0 Me n db ore Coupon Code:SD0601 Florida City, FL... 305-247-3483 
Available: Visit our Web Site: 


Online, In Store or by Phone www.divers-supply.com 


World s Largest Diving Dealer 


Divers Supply 
a “ onal 10% Off the me 6Call 800-999-DIVE(3483) 
CUPIZEN 5 asa lowes prices. by using at § To place your order today. 
i nu inode, provided « above 
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1-800-637-6880 | 42 West 18th Street 
oe | New York, NY 10011 
HOURS: SUNDAY 10-5 
* MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6:30pm 
* FRIDAY 9-12-45 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 8:00 PM 
CUSTOMER SERVICE: 212-645-1234 
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:30 - 4:30 
CLOSED SUNDAY & FRIDAY 
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September 


¢ Monday the 17th will be closing at 1:00pm 

e Tuesday the 1 8th & Wednesday the 19th Closed 
¢ Wednesday 26th Closing 12:00pm 

¢ Thursday 27th Closed 


October 


¢ Monday the Ith will be closing at 1:00pm 
¢ Tuesday 2th through Wednesday 10th Closed 


if 


¢ 























CALL US AT 
(800) 637-6880 
for Our 
Holiday Specials 














You can always place your ol on our web site al 


www.leisurepro.com 
and your orders will be processed & shipped, when we open 
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SIMPLY THE BEST THERE IS 


Hang ALL of your scuba bvidiving.com 


gear from the bag onto the rae 
Rinse Master Pro & have galapagosdiving.com 


rinsed inside & out gear 800-648-3393 
that's stored in just 5 min., ih Pee 
including a full flush of the 
beotuhcini i www.bvidiving.com 
| That's less time than it 
| takes to fill up a tub! 
_ Allows gear to dry quickly! * We Stock Everything 
Stops mold & mildew! * 24 hr. Ship Guarantee 
| No more anti-stink products! * Best Prices 
| Use inside or outside home/apt! * Excellent Serivce: 


Travel ready, opt. travel bag! . g 
Less.com 


Patent Pending Stores gear together! 
For more info: 877-99-Buddy or online at . — 
www.MyScubaBuddy.com Bs Ea BO PTY ddl ol Si vo) 
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FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Aa _ Bob Warkentin’s 
WHAT D010 JF “| SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
| SERVICE CENTER, 
INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 
77080 
(713) 462-5436 
| Fax: (713) 462-5449 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 


Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your 
equipment to explain (& try to prevent) your 
“human mistakes” (Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL 
Nikonos Products (old or new). Nothing else! « 
Over 200,000 Nikonos parts in inventory to provide 
a 2-3 work day turn-around. ¢ All replaced parts are 
returned as “trophies” of your mistakes for your 
“education.” (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain’t just a land camera, it’s DIVE 
EQUIPMENT! So remember, “When it’s time to service 
your regulator, it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 


The International Service World of 


—— SOUTHERN NIKONOS —— 
We’re as close as your post office. 


www.southern-nikonos.com 
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This 3mm 
Jumpsuit is the best 
value anywhere. 
Unexcelled for 
Performance, Fit, 
and Comfort, 


PORN FEE ETE Seep Hel aS Rett th Go RN mn 


At an 
"UNTHINKABLE 


price. 


i Vin) 
y 
sili dirt 


PNA pss Sere yee tse HERR 


Made with high quality 
Supersoft Nylon 
2 Sides Neoprene, 
Features Flatlock Stitching, 
Knee Pads, 
and a YKK Back Zip Entry. 


Sizes, XS Thru XXXL 


Available in, Black/Black, 
Black/Royal, or Black/Yellow 
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There’s more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA 
NX100 PRO 


GATES BAJA SEA & SEA 


HOUSING 


LIGHT & MOTION 


Ge: 


Designed for the Nikon F100 © Accommodates the Olympus Especially designed for Sony Great point & shoot 

SLR camera. Operational up C-2020, C-2040, C-3000, PC110 or PC 100 camera, shown with the 
to 250 feet. Housings also C-3030 and C-3040 Camcorders. Available with YS-40A strobe. Accessory 

available for Nikon F5, Nikon Zoom digital cameras. LCD screen open or closed. lenses available. 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. 


LIGHT & MOTION 
MAKO PG- 


AMPHIBICO 
VH2000 


AMPHIBICO , 
DIVE BUDDY TER 


Point & Shoot simplicity. 
Operational up to 160 feet. 
Strobe & accessory lenses 

available. 


Available for most Sony 
Hi-8, Digital 8 & 


Designed for Sony 3 Chip 
VX2000 Camera. 
Electronic controls. 
Lighting & monitor 
available. 


Especially designed for 

Sony PC100 or PC110 

Camcorders. Mini DV Camcorders. 
Operational to 330 feet. Electronic 
Electromagnetic controls. controls. 


We have the largest selection of 
underwater cameras, housings and 
accessories on the East Coast! 


www.Berger-Bros.com AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER 


209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 


800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES 








Dynamite 
Skins! 


Dynamite Skins! » Uniquely HOT! 


How to look HOT even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 


Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com ¢ E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 


wi og 


— © 7 
Sentember 2001: New 


Shark Dive. Cayman Gets 

Teeth!; 8 Must-Have Dive 

Computers: The Future of 

Video-See Inside...; 700 

Islands of Adventure - Our | na 
Guide to THE BAHAMAS: Se Cate 
AROUND THE WORLD oe 
WITH STEVE, PART 2 - ‘ 
Visiting the Gray Gods of I BNA rays 
TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES Sh eee 

- Diving Wrecks for Clues; 

WHEN 1,000 WORDS 

ARE NOT ENOUGH - How 

to Create Stories with 

Your Photos. 


August 2001: Diving The RING OF FIRE. August 2001 
Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more; Discover 
LITTLE CAYMAN's Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In 
Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro - Advanced Photo Gear; 
Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; WYLAND’S NEW 
COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001: PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001:The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W 
CAMERA; CAST AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western 
Micronesia; TALES FROM THE WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; 
CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; THE OLD NAVY 
SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 
Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive 
Guide! 


May 2001: BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, 
Orcas, Great Whites, Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; 
TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST: SEDUCED BY THE VIRGINS - 
The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat Photo, 
Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low- 
Profile, Compact Regs. 


April 2001: Family Diving - Grab the kids 

and go! Temples Above and Below - The Treasures of Belize 
and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape - The Solomon 
Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; 
BONUS: SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 


March 2001: THAT SINKING FEELING NEW WRECKS TO 
EXPLORE - Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & 
Mysterious - Diving Cuba!; EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo 
Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling Techniques. 


February 2001: Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, 
Hawaii, Belize FREE Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start 
shooting! video gear primer; discovering the glory of 
galapagos; inside the art and mind of wyland; a pictorial dive 
guide of the cayman islands. 


January 2001: 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collector’s 
edition 2001! PLUS: Complete Reproduction of Skin Diver’s 
First Issue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On The Pulse Of Diving For 
50 Years; Jim Church - From Flashbulbs To Digital; Nick Icorn 
on the history of Dive Gear; Famous Alumni; Bonnie J. 
Cardone on the evolution of Dive Travel; The “Last Pinup" - 


eh Bettie Page. 








Magazines Just 54% each 


Por Back Issues Onivi. 


800-429-0106 
863-683-8807 


Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM = 


"Visa 


ee) 


Formerty DC Reader Service 


PO. Box 1668, Lakeland, FL 33802-1668 








MAKERS OF THE MOST 
VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, & 
MOST FLEXIBLE ALUMINUM 
ARMS ON THE MARKET 


UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPH 


MADE EASIER 
Inventors of the Camera Pivot, used 


by underwater photographers 
worldwide 
Adapters for video & camera 
housings, Nikonos, RS, 
and all strobes & video lights. 


‘f | 


Gr ROS 
4y The Only Arms & 
With An O-ring 
In The Ball 
For Ease of Use 





oq aN 
For product information, write to: 
3304 Ketch Ave. Oxnard, CA 93035 
Ph: (805)984-9104, Fax: (805)984-3008 
Information: (800)635-6611 
Visit our website: http://www.ulcs.com 


§ YONA Wor ( 
Dive Center, Lne. 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
10 DIVES FOR 


179° 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Ouret: Uncrowded Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. os 
(-8O0-4F66-DIVE 
P.0.B. 2363 ¢ Key Largo ¢ Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 


Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 


20mm f2.8 dome ~ 70-180 Macro Zoom 


Nexus www.UsaNexus.com 858-455-0873 


OLYMPUS Digital | 


2020 * 2030 * 3030 * 3040 * 4040 
Accessories: Strobes, Lenses, 
Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable 
Digital Album for all media. 


USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 


Join "Greg The Divemaster" 
e Get the Urg e 4 for the absolute latest 
7 diving news and 
oe ‘@ to Saeiier with' A 4 information. 
Call in to participate in 
discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Latons Plus you'll hear interviews 
throughout with diving legends and have 
US and the opportunity to win lots of 
worldwide cool dive related prizes! 


sale @ * It's brought to 
nte 


a The World’ First Radio Show are 
‘eaten, Devoted to Diving a wanm ami 


Wor ett 
ion BARADIO archives of past shows 
WIWWESGU COM worldwide over the Internet. 


Heard on 
over 50 
radio 


Safety Is No Accident! Rain Pas 
- = AN i Ld: hows Pkg 


WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 

P linderwater Phote-Tech Caribbean 
599-9-562-8774 © Fax 599-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocanib@attgiabat.nat 


You need 


* Auto filling redundant air system, E 
deco bottle or rebreather bailout 
* Connects to existing 
safe 2nd & power inflator 
* Low profile + Nitrox ready 


* High performance ist stage regulator 


: Choice of sizes - 6 to 30 cu. ft. 
Beginners to Instructors 
Peace of Mind from $395 usp 


Be prepared. You need K-tra. 


1-877-AQUAVIT (278-2848) 
281-364-8323 » Fax 281-364-1258 
email: aquavit@aquavitinc.com 
www.aquavitinc.com 

© Aquavit Inc. 1999 


Underwater Photo-Tech USA 
www.uwphoto.com 
603-632-1997 @ tax 603-432-4702 
£-mait: sales @uwphoto.com 
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Motion Sickness 


BY FreD Bove, M.D., PH.D. 


SEASICKNESS ON A DIVE TRIP IS CERTAINLY NOT IN 
ANYone’s plans, yet there are few divers who can avoid 
it when seas get rough. Prevention is the key to com- 
fortable diving. 

Motion sickness happens on boats, in cars and air- 
planes, in space flight and on amusement rides. 
Constant exposure seems to reduce susceptibility. The 
cause is repeated multidirectional accelerations that 
stimulate the brain to produce a sensation of nausea 
followed by vomiting. Research suggests that the com- 
bination of confused balance signals, motion of the 
stomach and muscles, and visual per- 
ception of motion all contribute to mo- 
tion sickness. The illness usually begins 
with yawning and swallowing, excess 
salivation, cold sweats and fatigue, then 
vomiting occurs. If the symptoms per- 
sist for a day or more, intravenous fluids 
may be needed to prevent dehydration. 

Certain behavior can reduce the risk 
for motion sickness. Many people mini- 
mize motion sickness by lying on their 
back or propped up a bit with their vi- 
sion fixed above the horizon. Avoid 
reading or looking through telescopes or 
binoculars that magnify motion. Fixing 


your vision on stationary objects rather 
than moving objects and slow deep 
breathing also help. Avoiding alcohol, 
and minimizing food intake while in 
motion will also reduce your risk for get- 
ting motion sickness. Divers can avoid 
seasickness by quickly diving below the 
surface. This is a good strategy if you are 
in the early stages of seasickness, but en- 
tering the water while vomiting is risky. Most divers 


Based on randomized clinical trials, the 
most effective medication for motion 
sickness is Scopolamine. 


are not be prepared to deal with vomiting underwater 
and risk drowning or air embolism. 


Medications 

Like most other common disorders, motion sickness 
has been the subject of many tests of treatment. Treat- 
ment choice should be based on the quality of the re- 
search done to test the treatment. The best studies are 
controlled, blinded and randomized, where one group 
of subjects is given a placebo (sugar pill) and 1s subject- 


120 www.skin-diver.com 


ed to the same motion exposure 
as a group given the actual 
medication. Selection of the 
two groups is done randomly. 
Blinding means that neither the 
physician nor the patient knows 
if they are taking the medica- 
tion or a placebo. Based on ran- 
domized clinical trials, the most 
effective medication for motion sickness 1s Scopo- 
lamine. For divers, one Scopolamine patch placed on 


There are many preventative medicines, including Scopolamine patches and 
ginger root, to keep you from feeling the woes of motion sickness. 


the skin provides a steady dose for several days. Scopo- 
lamine can cause disorientation and hallucinations if 
given in high doses. Antihistamines also have been 
shown in randomized clinical trials to be effective 
against motion sickness. Common antihistamines for 
motion sickness are Dramamine and Antivert. Antihis- 
tamines cause drowsiness and should not be taken be- 
fore driving a car. Ephedrine also inhibits motion sick- 
ness, but is not as potent as Scopolamine or antihis- 
tamines. Ginger may have some value, but shows only 
weak effects in clinical trials, and sea bands were tested 
in controlled trials and found to have no effect on mo- 
tion sickness. 

Recommendations: Learn the behaviors that reduce 
motion sickness, use an antihistamine or a Scopo- 
lamine patch for prophylaxis. = 
You can find out more on diving medicine at 
www.scubamed.com. 








PHOTO: TY SAWYER 








BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 


Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving today. 


The Magnum Blizzard 


It wasn’t exactly the latest Dairy Queen rage. Instead, it was a 
recent improvement by the folks at Sherwood—an all-season, anti- 
freeze regulator. And Skin Diver contributor John Walsh reported 
from the reg’s testing laboratory in Green 
Lake, WI. The deepest all-season recreational 
lake in the cheese state, Green Lake offered ! 
reg testers 237 feet of icy cold water. Among other improvements to 
the then-current anti-freeze regs, Sherwood added a heat exchanger free of power 
sources like batteries or moving parts to prevent freeze-up. Believing that “simplicity 
is key to reliability,” the warmth of a divers’ breath would be enough to keep the reg 
working properly. The theory tested well except during hyperventilation. No prob- 
lem, just keep your breathing rate normal in subzero water, and you’ll be fine. 
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Diver? Then, It’s a Girl! 


As reported in the May 1970 Skin Diver in the News Briefs section, a recent study 
was backing up the myth that divers are fathers to more daughters than they are to 
sons. “A full-scale study of the phenomena” began, and Navy 
and civilian divers were asked the number and sex of their 
children and what sort of diving they were doing around the ~~-~- 
time of conception. According to one commander, “The wives of 
divers working under him in the Mediterranean for a two-year period all had [baby 

girls| except for one.” The brief went on to say that the University of Iowa had 
performed a study where a link between parental stress and anxiety and sex of chil- 
dren was discovered: “...with stressed fathers producing girls and unstressed 
fathers producing sons.” 

So if you want a boy, divvy up the Prozac and try to stay dry. 
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The World's First Submersible Seaplane 
It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s a...fish? In a time when the Soviets were reigning over the 
Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas, the U.S. Navy was quickly working to recoup its author- 
ity over these areas. In November 1965, David Jacobson reported on the Navy’s “secret” 
means to successfully regain the seas—the world’s first submersible seaplane. “Fifty 
miles from where it went down. ..[it] surfaced...two 
engines came to life with an explosive roar...[and it] 
was airborne again.” Jacobson wrote during a pre- 
launching preview of the Sub-Plane. The seaplane would double as an 
aircraft and submarine, approaching a target area from above, then div- 
ing beneath to seize its prey. But the laws of nature proved the seaplane 
to be less of a super-plane than planned. ‘Today, the Navy does not use a 
submersible seaplane (at least that we know of). 
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of us before, I assured her 


SATURDAY BROKE AS ONE OF THOSE CLOUDLESS, BLUE SKY, SUMMER MORNINGS ON THE TROPICAL ISLAND OF 


Okinawa, Japan. My dive buddy and his girlfriend, both recently certified as open water divers, wanted to go diving 


as a trio. Despite a certification dating back 20 years, I’d rarely dived before my assignment to Okinawa. My buddy 


and I, both U.S. Marine Corps officers, wanted to enjoy the underwater scene as much as possible during our brief 


one-year tours. We had dived a couple times together previously and had a good rapport. 


This weekend we decided to 
explore a dive site that was more 
distant from our base than usual, 
because it promised a good variety 
of undersea creatures. It was also 
fairly shallow, which appealed to 
his girlfriend. His habits of diving 
too deep, going too fast and leaving 
her behind weren’t going to cut it. 
Since she hadn’t dived with either 


that I'd stay with her 
so we could poke along and view the 
sea life at a leisurely pace. 

We strolled down into the warm 
water and headed out to enjoy the 
dive. It seemed shallower than I 
expected, but we had neglected to 
check the tide tables, so I chalked it 
up to low tide. After snorkeling out a 
couple hundred feet, we performed 
a surface equipment check and 








— 


descended into the crystal clear 
waters. The area was replete with sea 
urchins, sea anemones and what 
seemed like millions of colorful fish. 
The depth was less than 30 feet, 
making it an easy, relaxed adventure. 
My buddy let us lag behind as he 
scouted ahead, then returned to 
hurry us forward to explore the 
countless undersea archways, amaz- 
ing overhangs and even a small cav- 
ern. He motioned for us 
to follow him in as 
he hovered just inside 
the gaping opening. 
Our flashlight beams 
seemed to be com- 
pletely absorbed by 


the gloom within a 
few feet, and I could- 
n't locate an interior 
wall beyond the 
entrance. His girl- 
friend and I looked at 
each other, shook 
our heads firmly 
at his entreaties 
and moved _ on. 
: | Thankfully, he con- 
si ceded defeat, and 
we spent the remain- 
der of our dive exploring the open 
areas, following a few sea snakes and 
watching a very territorial clown- 
fish nip my diving glove when I 
crowded him. 

Finally, as we were getting low on 
air, we headed back to our entry/exit 
point. When we hit shallow water, we 
surfaced and looked toward shore. 
Imagine our surprise when we real- 


ized that the tide had been going out 
when we’d entered the water and was 
now very low. With only a foot 
between the rocky volcanic bottom 
and the water’s surface, we were fac- 
ing a stroll over uneven surfaces of 
more than 200 feet. And, after a long 
dive, it looked like a mile. At least the 
water was clear, I consoled myself, as 
I noted the many gaping openings we 
would have to avoid. 

After a few minutes of trying to 
totter along with our gear on (minus 
fins), we finally gave up. We inflated 
the BCs, loaded them with our gear, 
and pulled them behind us like rafts. 
The blazing sun turned our task 
into a tortuous walk through the 


The Long Walk 


maze-like waters. We peeled our 
wetsuits down to our waists, just to 
vent some of the heat. It took near- 
ly half an hour of exploring, back- 
tracking and cautious sidestep- 
ping—not to mention slipping into 
holes, smacking our legs and ankles 
into the hard rocks, and plenty of 
cursing—before we made it to 
shore. We were drenched in sweat, 
breathing hard and _ parched. 
Gulping water from our cooler, 
pouring it onto our bodies and fan- 


¢ Time your dives according to the tide. 
e Plan ahead for contingencies. 


ning ourselves as we sat in the 
shade, we slowly recovered. We 
couldn’t believe how much differ- 
ence the tide could make. ** 
—Mayjor STEvE PARKER, USMC 
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{LLUSTRATION: KIM WILSON BRANDT 
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technical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 


Is required, : ‘eae 
resulting in 
muscle 
fatigue not 
only for 


beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which, 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 
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The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 
special 
blade shape 
Vy creates 
mam propulsion 
7 (lift) by 
Down tick Y generatin p 4 
pressure differential above and below the 
blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 
small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 


Lower-pressure 


aeronautical engineering in the water 
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Nature's Wing and ler-Fin are trademarks 
Nature's wing Fin beer: LLC Gailfomia, U5. a 
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TABATA U.S.A. INC. 
2380 Mira Mar Ave. 
ovale =1-t-le1e mm O71 0s HRs) 
Tel: 562-498-3708 

Fax: 562-498-0415 


VV VAVAVAV Va © OL-t> Ore) ae 


“ 
wan, 











For photographer David Doubilet, 
one thing is more precious than light. 
Time. 


oe 


RE os 





Perpetual opirit 


“manner — — sere chen i <<. oe RGR a Sa 


Under water, time limits are not negotiable, and a diver is dependent on the accuracy of the information provided 
by his timepiece. That's why Doubilet won't stick a toe in the water without his Rolex Oyster Perpetual timepiece. 








Rolex Oyster Perpetual Submariner in stainless steel and 18kt gold. 
Officially Certified Swiss Chronometer. For the name and location of an Official Rolex Jeweler near 


you, please call 1-8O0-36ROLEX. Rolex, W, Oyster Perpetual and Submariner are trademarks. »,< 
www.rolex.com 





